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Fellow members, it is with great ex-
pectations that I look forward to serv-
ing you in the next two years. I am 
humbled by the tireless efforts on be-
half of our Society by our outgoing 
president, William F. Bode. Under his 
leadership and the efforts of those in-
volved with recruiting, our member-
ship has continued to rise. Well done, 
Bill. 

To put the icing on the cake, we were 
privileged to present a charter to our 
newest chapter, Vaseyi, formed and 
organized by highly dedicated people 
from Asheville and Hendersonville, 
North Carolina. These same folks or-
ganized and enthusiastically pro-
duced our 2001 National Convention. 
Well done Ed Collins, Bob Stelloh, 
John Brown, and many assistants and 
volunteers. 

As a realist, I know it takes more 
than a single individual to make good 
things happen, for it is all of us to-
gether that further the goals of this 
Society. A few weeks ago, someone on 
the azaleas@azaleas.org  mail list 
pointed out that we are all friends with 
a common interest. What better way 
to carry on the tradition of friendship 
than to invite more friends to join the 
party and have fun? 

Perhaps I am old enough and wise 
enough to understand that I may best 
serve you and the Society by not mess-
ing with a smooth working organiza- 

tion. I see your board of directors as 
facilitators, accepting your ideas and 
suggestions, and then leading the way. 

This is truly an exciting time for us 
all, for we now have the technologi-
cal means to inform, educate, and dis-
seminate information on azaleas on a 
global scale. We now have no excuse 
for not recruiting new members in the 
western states and establishing new 
chapters. In the next two years, I have 
firm plans to visit each chapter and it 
would give me great pleasure to visit 
a western states chapter. 

Equally exciting is belonging to a 
chapter and participating in the activi-
ties. Newsletters published by chap-
ters are an excellent means of inform-
ing members and keeping their inter-
est high. I do hope to receive copies 
from the chapters that publish news-
letters; and, for those who do not, I 
encourage them to do so. 

Thank you all for your support, and 
remember, make a new friend. 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educational and 
scientific non-profit association devoted to 
the culture, propagation and appreciation 
of azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and 
Pentanthera of the genus Rhododendron in the 
Heath family (Ericaceae). 

Officers for 2001-2002 
President — Joseph E. Schild, Jr. 

Vice-President — Robert Lee 
Secretary — John Brown 

Treasurer — Robert Stelloh 
Immediate Past-President - 

William Bode 

Directors 
Terms Expire in 2001 
Gen. Bryghte Godbold 

Donald Hyatt 
Col. Murray Sheffield 

Terms Expire in 2003 
Leslie Ann Nanney 

Maarten van der Giesen 
John Migas 

Chapter presidents serve as 
ex-officio directors 

Chapters  

Brookside Gardens 
	 Ben Morrison 

(chartered Aug. 1979) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
Dianne Gregg, Pres. 	Bob McWhorter, Pres. 

Northern Virginia 
	 Louisiana 

(chartered May 1980) 
	

(chartered June 1981) 
David Nanney, Pres. 	Dr. John Thornton, Pres. 

Tri-State 
	

Dallas Chapter 
(chartered Oct. 1981) 
	

(chartered May 1989) 
Robin Hahn, Pres. 	Eugene Westlake, Vice-Pres. 

Oconee Chapter 	 Vaseyi Chapter 
(chartered Nov. 1991) 
	

(chartered June 2001) 
Mike McNeal, Pres. 	 Ed Collins, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual dues amount of 
$25.00; life membership for an individual is 
$500.00. Members receive THE AZALEAN 
and are eligible for participation in all activi-
ties of the Society including those of the 
chapter with which the member affiliates. 
For information and a membership applica-
tion, write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalean Society of America, P.O. Box 34536, 
West Bethesda, MD 20827-0536. 

On the Cover: 

Introducing our special issue on Satsuki, 'Chojuho' shows several char-
acteristics that have led many azaleaphiles to research, collect, and show 
the Satsuki: unusual flower form and colors among others. 'Chojuho' has 
flowers with small narrow petals that gradually change color from deep 
red to green then to yellowish green, persisting from typical May bloom 
time until September. 
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