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Ben Morrison's excellent newsletter, 
The Azalea Alert has evolved over the 
past two years that Joan Sweeney has 
been its newsletter editor. The most 
recent editions have been a compen-
dium of highly relevant azalea care 
and culture e-mails as well as Society 
business. Despite Joan's wonderful 
work and sincere thanks from the 
chapter, Joan is stepping down. Bob 
Hobbs, Bee Hobbs, and Carol Flow-
ers will co-edit the chapter newsletter, 
The Azalea Alert. Send gardening tips, 
azalea experience, or offer suggestions 
or ideas that you think chapter 
members would be interested in 
reading, to Bob Hobbs, rwhobbs@ 
mindspring.com  or to Carol Flowers at 
dflowers@ bellatlantic.net. (Information 
for this paragraph from Bob 
McWhorter.) 

May 6th Bob and Rosa McWhorter 
opened their Rosa Gardens for a pub-
lic garden tour that was also a chap-
ter membership-recruiting event. 
About 50 guests took the tour, which 
had been advertised in the local pa-
per, the West County News. A special 
addition—and another way to inform 
people about the ASA—were the ten 
"Azalea Gardening Tip Sheets" devel-
oped by Charles and Wanda Hanners 
from Azalea Trace and distributed 
during the tour. They not only give 
concise information, they also direct 
the reader to join the local chapter of 
the ASA! Contact them at 
hannersc@prodigy.net. Finally, Gray 
Carter provided plants, signs, and a 
wooden figure called "Welcoming 
Gardener" to people who became new 
members as a result of the tour. Gray 
also attracted garden visitors to his 
"How to Plant Cuttings" demonstra-
tion. Other chapter support included 
Joe Miller, who brought plants, and 
helped Bob and Bee Hobbs and Dale 
and Carol Flowers greet guests, ac-
companied them on tour, and re-
cruited at the same time. The garden 
was in peak bloom and the event was  

a public relations success. No new 
members joined on the spot, but time 
will tell. 

May 12th Bob McWhorter, Carol 
Segree, and Gray Carter attended the 
Potomac Valley Chapter of the ARS 
plant sale and flower show. Quoting 
from the newsletter: "Gray and Carol 
serve as foster parents for a large col-
lection of plants and made a big con-
tribution of time and effort bringing 
the plants and setting them up for 
sale." Carol and Bob both entered 
flowers in the show for which they 
received ribbons. This plant sale and 
flower show was very successful: 11 
new members signed up and about 60 
plants were sold. The point of men-
tioning this in the ASA journal is that 
it was a lot of fun and Bob McWhorter 
would like to see the Ben Morrison 
Chapter have its own sale and show. 

The July cutting picnic and business 
meeting was held Sunday, July 15, at 
Wake-robin, the home of Nuran and 
Joe Miller. Both azalea cuttings and 
companion plants were exchanged. 
Chapter members had been invited to 
come to the U.S. National Arboretum 
July 13 to take some cuttings from the 
older azalea cultivars. This effort will 
help perpetuate populations of these 
old cultivars as well as provide stock 
for both a chapter plant sale and the 
2004 ASA Convention plant sale. The 
chapter had asked for wish lists for 
cuttings and these six were requested 
particularly: `Tuki Gumpo', 'Fancy 
Gumpo', 'Rose Gumpo', 'Pink 
Gumpo', 'Ben Morrison', and 'Martha 
Hitchcock'. 	Chapter officer elec- 
tions were held during the business 
meeting, with the following results: 

Robert L. McWhorter — President 
David Holm — Vice President 

Carol Flowers — Secretary 
Dale Flowers — Treasurer 

Thanks to Bob Hobbs for handling 
officer nominations. Joan Sweeney is 
the new chapter 2001 "Top Gun" re-
cruiter; she personally recruited two 
new members and brought them to  

the cutting picnic. 

Don Hyatt, member of the Northern 
Virginia Chapter and chapter presi-
dent Bob McWhorter have been dis-
cussing establishing closer ties be-
tween the Northern Virginia, 
Brookside Garden, and Ben Morrison 
chapters. More news on these efforts 
as it becomes available. 

t'got'kt'gi*'go*'got'k 0k 04, 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
Frances Louer —Corresponding Secretary 
plouer@msn.com  

Dave Nanney took over as president 
of the chapter at the February 25 meet-
ing, which was packed with informa-
tion. First, he announced that mem-
ber Bob Stewart had introduced one 
of his new azaleas R. 'Ashley Ruth', 
and that it was described in the win-
ter 2001 issue of the Journal ARS, in 
the Plant Name Register section. The 
chapter approved buying both the 
1997 Dictionary of Satsuki Varieties 
and Success with Rhododendrons and 
Azaleas for the chapter library. 

Then, Bob Hobbs, as a guest lecturer, 
covered about 13 different hybrid 
groups in his presentation entitled 
"Help! I'm Trying to Understand Hy-
brid Groups" at the George Mason 
Branch of the Fairfax County Librar-
ies. From secretary Lee McElvain's 
minutes, his presentation "...featured 
many outstanding azaleas with an ex-
planation of the unique features dis-
tinguishing the groups and the goals 
and accomplishments of the "hybrid-
izers." The interaction between the 
speaker and those in the audience led 
to a lively discussion of the relative 
merits of many of the varieties—par-
ticularly as they perform in this area. 
It is impossible to repeat all of the good 
information exchanged." Don Hyatt 
followed with a "hands-on" workshop 
on starting native azaleas from seed. 
He provided seeds, soil, and cups for 
those who wanted to participate. 

Bill Steele's presentation, "Late 
Blooming Azaleas," followed April's 
business meeting at Green Springs 
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Gardens Park. He passed out a help-
ful list for the slides he showed and 
focused on varieties that bloom from 
late May, or in June or July, as well as 
the August to fall bloomers. Bill grows 
and sells about 2,600 varieties of aza-
leas in his nursery in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania. He contributed the ar-
ticle, "What are Those Spots?" to THE 
AZALEAN (March 2000, Vol. 22 (1): 
8), showing why his customers travel 
long distances to visit his operation. 
The Brookside Gardens chapter 
awarded him the Frederic P. Lee 
award. He is also active in District 
Eight of the American Rhododendron 
Society and a board member of the 
Valley Forge Chapter, receiving its 
bronze medal for his achievements. 

Barry Sperling organized the annual 
chapter garden tour that took place 
May 5th. Members toured the gardens 
of Dave and Leslie Nanney in West 
Springfield, Lee McElvain in Falls 
Church, the 13-acre estate of Marga-
ret White in Annandale, and a few 
went on to see Phil Collins' garden 
with azaleas that are over 40 years old. 

At the July 29 meeting at Green 
Spring Gardens Park, Joe Klimavicz 
showed slides of both his own hybrids 
and those of Bob Stewart. Then the 
members enjoyed a cutting exchange 
and plant swap and picnic. 

Such a deal the Northern Virginia 
Chapter offered recently on the 
azaleas.org  mail-list! Barry Sperling 
invited any and all to come to the 
chapter's annual plant auction, held 
at the home of David and Sharon 
Raden in Annandale, Virginia. Their 
garden is beautiful as an added incen-
tive. He promised that "Now you can 
get those plants you can't find at the 
Nothin-Special-Is-Us Superstore 
down the street, put some character 
into your garden, and spend only a 
pittance." Some of the plants on offer 
will be ones Dave and Leslie Nanney 
bought at the 2001 ASA Convention 
in Asheville, North Carolina. 

tat.,  bk 	tvi 

Oconee Chapter 
Frank L. Bryan—Newsletter Editor 
rudietorudie©aol.com  

The March 18 meeting was held at 
the Rockdale County Extension Ser-
vice Center with 21 members present, 
including new member Glenn McBay. 
Ray Goza presented slides of azaleas 
on Roan Mountain, located on the bor-
der between North Carolina and Ten-
nessee. The best time to visit the 5,000-
foot elevation site is around Father's 
Day for azaleas and July 4th for rhodo-
dendrons. What you will see if you 
visit is lots of native azaleas in colors 
of yellow to orange, largely from R. 
calendulaceum, and purple to pink R. 
catawbiense, mainly on the sides of the 
hill, not the top. 

James Harris then presented his 
newly hybridized azaleas. James 
talked about Ralph Pennington who 
had 750 varieties of azaleas in his nurs-
ery and talked with Ben Morrison, 
Bruce Hancock, and Dewey Garrett 
who had 2,500 varieties. The James 
Harris hybrids are available from Earl 
Hester's Azalea Nursery in 
Fayetteville, and by wholesale only 
from Transplant Nursery in Lavonia, 
Georgia. James is currently working 
with Plant Development Services of 
Loxley, Alabama. The Burbank Nurs-
eries in New South Wales, Australia, 
also have some of his azaleas. A 
unique feature of this nursery is that 
they rent plants to department stores, 
rather than selling them. 

Frank Bryan collected survey results 
for suggested meeting topics and the 
members' lists of "Good Doers." John 
Callaway donated beautiful wooden 
bird-nesting boxes for sale; proceeds 
of $82 went to the chapter treasury. 
Frank Bryan, Al Penland, and Jim 
Thornton reported that the "Selecting 
and Growing Azaleas" slide series be-
ing developed in conjunction with the 
Cooperative Extension Service in Ath-
ens, Georgia, is in its 11th draft. All 
slides have been scanned and put in 
sequence in PowerPoint software, ed-
ited by cropping, focusing, and color 
adjusting using PhotoShop software. 
A master gardener has assisted by pre-
paring graphics for technical data, a 
cold-zone map, and introduction and 
conclusion. More photos have since  

been found that will improve the pre-
sentation, so revision is in progress. 

Joe and Donna Coleman hosted the 
June 23 cutting party and plant swap 
at their home and garden in Lithonia, 
Georgia. The Colemans have the most 
extensive collection of azaleas in the 
region. In addition, Al Penland 
brought 40 plants for sale, represent-
ing about 19 varieties, mainly Glenn 
Dale hybrids that he had developed 
from cuttings. 

b4, 	b-ft okt.,b4, 
Tri-State Chapter 
Robin Hahn, President 
812-985-9388 

The chapter covered a lot of ground 
in its spring meeting and garden tour 
April 21-22. They met first at the home 
of Helen, Steve, and David Schroeder 
in Evansville, Indiana, to view azaleas 
in bloom, especially Schroeder hybrid 
azaleas. Their Holly Hills Nursery 
grounds also contain many native aza-
leas. 

Members then drove to the home of 
Art and Rae Schroeder to view a 
woodland setting of wildflowers in-
cluding trilliums, blue phlox, 
Solomon's Seal. The stars of the show 
were beds of daylilies the Schroeders 
propagate from their yard. 

The last stop was at Kenny and 
Jeanne Brown's. This viewing in-
cluded evergreen and deciduous aza-
leas, hostas, a water garden, perenni-
als, a bog garden, and a rock-covered 
dry stream. 

The group then traveled 25 miles to 
historic New Harmony, Indiana. A 
German religious sect started the town 
in 1814. Many restored historic build-
ings and antique shops were within 
walking distance of the meeting that 
was held with Great Rivers Holly 
Chapter at the New Harmony Inn. Jim 
Sanders, a local historian gave a pre-
sentation about historic New Har-
mony from its beginnings to the 
present day. A plant auction followed 
the meeting. The next day, the group 
toured the historic sites Mr. Sanders 
had introduced the night before. 

A fall meeting is in the planning 
stages. 

Fall 2001/THE AZALEAN 67 

Gardens Park. He passed out a help-
ful list for the slides he showed and 
focused on varieties that bloom from 
late May, or in June or July, as well as 
the August to fall bloomers. Bill grows 
and sells about 2,600 varieties of aza-
leas in his nursery in West Chester, 
Pennsylvania. He contributed the ar-
ticle, "What are Those Spots?" to THE 
AZALEAN (March 2000, Vol. 22 (1): 
8), showing why his customers travel 
long distances to visit his operation. 
The Brookside Gardens chapter 
awarded him the Frederic P. Lee 
award. He is also active in District 
Eight of the American Rhododendron 
Society and a board member of the 
Valley Forge Chapter, receiving its 
bronze medal for his achievements. 

Barry Sperling organized the annual 
chapter garden tour that took place 
May 5th. Members toured the gardens 
of Dave and Leslie Nanney in West 
Springfield, Lee McElvain in Falls 
Church, the 13-acre estate of Marga-
ret White in Annandale, and a few 
went on to see Phil Collins' garden 
with azaleas that are over 40 years old. 

At the July 29 meeting at Green 
Spring Gardens Park, Joe Klimavicz 
showed slides of both his own hybrids 
and those of Bob Stewart. Then the 
members enjoyed a cutting exchange 
and plant swap and picnic. 

Such a deal the Northern Virginia 
Chapter offered recently on the 
azaleas.org  mail-list! Barry Sperling 
invited any and all to come to the 
chapter's annual plant auction, held 
at the home of David and Sharon 
Raden in Annandale, Virginia. Their 
garden is beautiful as an added incen-
tive. He promised that "Now you can 
get those plants you can't find at the 
Nothin-Special-Is-Us Superstore 
down the street, put some character 
into your garden, and spend only a 
pittance." Some of the plants on offer 
will be ones Dave and Leslie Nanney 
bought at the 2001 ASA Convention 
in Asheville, North Carolina. 

tat.,  bk 	tvi 

Oconee Chapter 
Frank L. Bryan—Newsletter Editor 
rudietorudie©aol.com  

The March 18 meeting was held at 
the Rockdale County Extension Ser-
vice Center with 21 members present, 
including new member Glenn McBay. 
Ray Goza presented slides of azaleas 
on Roan Mountain, located on the bor-
der between North Carolina and Ten-
nessee. The best time to visit the 5,000-
foot elevation site is around Father's 
Day for azaleas and July 4th for rhodo-
dendrons. What you will see if you 
visit is lots of native azaleas in colors 
of yellow to orange, largely from R. 
calendulaceum, and purple to pink R. 
catawbiense, mainly on the sides of the 
hill, not the top. 

James Harris then presented his 
newly hybridized azaleas. James 
talked about Ralph Pennington who 
had 750 varieties of azaleas in his nurs-
ery and talked with Ben Morrison, 
Bruce Hancock, and Dewey Garrett 
who had 2,500 varieties. The James 
Harris hybrids are available from Earl 
Hester's Azalea Nursery in 
Fayetteville, and by wholesale only 
from Transplant Nursery in Lavonia, 
Georgia. James is currently working 
with Plant Development Services of 
Loxley, Alabama. The Burbank Nurs-
eries in New South Wales, Australia, 
also have some of his azaleas. A 
unique feature of this nursery is that 
they rent plants to department stores, 
rather than selling them. 

Frank Bryan collected survey results 
for suggested meeting topics and the 
members' lists of "Good Doers." John 
Callaway donated beautiful wooden 
bird-nesting boxes for sale; proceeds 
of $82 went to the chapter treasury. 
Frank Bryan, Al Penland, and Jim 
Thornton reported that the "Selecting 
and Growing Azaleas" slide series be-
ing developed in conjunction with the 
Cooperative Extension Service in Ath-
ens, Georgia, is in its 11th draft. All 
slides have been scanned and put in 
sequence in PowerPoint software, ed-
ited by cropping, focusing, and color 
adjusting using PhotoShop software. 
A master gardener has assisted by pre-
paring graphics for technical data, a 
cold-zone map, and introduction and 
conclusion. More photos have since  

been found that will improve the pre-
sentation, so revision is in progress. 

Joe and Donna Coleman hosted the 
June 23 cutting party and plant swap 
at their home and garden in Lithonia, 
Georgia. The Colemans have the most 
extensive collection of azaleas in the 
region. In addition, Al Penland 
brought 40 plants for sale, represent-
ing about 19 varieties, mainly Glenn 
Dale hybrids that he had developed 
from cuttings. 

b4, 	b-ft okt.,b4, 
Tri-State Chapter 
Robin Hahn, President 
812-985-9388 

The chapter covered a lot of ground 
in its spring meeting and garden tour 
April 21-22. They met first at the home 
of Helen, Steve, and David Schroeder 
in Evansville, Indiana, to view azaleas 
in bloom, especially Schroeder hybrid 
azaleas. Their Holly Hills Nursery 
grounds also contain many native aza-
leas. 

Members then drove to the home of 
Art and Rae Schroeder to view a 
woodland setting of wildflowers in-
cluding trilliums, blue phlox, 
Solomon's Seal. The stars of the show 
were beds of daylilies the Schroeders 
propagate from their yard. 

The last stop was at Kenny and 
Jeanne Brown's. This viewing in-
cluded evergreen and deciduous aza-
leas, hostas, a water garden, perenni-
als, a bog garden, and a rock-covered 
dry stream. 

The group then traveled 25 miles to 
historic New Harmony, Indiana. A 
German religious sect started the town 
in 1814. Many restored historic build-
ings and antique shops were within 
walking distance of the meeting that 
was held with Great Rivers Holly 
Chapter at the New Harmony Inn. Jim 
Sanders, a local historian gave a pre-
sentation about historic New Har-
mony from its beginnings to the 
present day. A plant auction followed 
the meeting. The next day, the group 
toured the historic sites Mr. Sanders 
had introduced the night before. 

A fall meeting is in the planning 
stages. 

Fall 2001/THE AZALEAN 67 


