
Buddy Lee has been involved with 
azaleas for almost 30 years, and is best 
known as the developer of the multi-
season blooming Encore Azaleas. As the 
owner of Transcend Nursery, he is 
currently active in the development and 
testing of new evergreen azalea varieties. 
He is a long-time member of the Louisi-
ana Chapter of the ASA and has been their 
president; he coordinated the 1991 and 
2000 annual conventions, and he is 
currently Vice President of the ASA. 

These blooms generated 
by crossing the lavender 
spider azalea R. 'Koromo 
Shikibu' with the bright 
white R. 'Snow' show 

how variable the result-
ing populations can be. 

(Photo by Buddy Lee.) 

 
  

  

More Convention Highlights 
The addition of a new chapter with 40 new members 
in the Hendersonville, North Carolina, area shows how 
vital our Society is and how interest in studying the 
local native azaleas has helped attract members. Here 
are a few highlights of the annual meeting. 

1. Changing Leadership:  Bill Bode hands over the 
reins of leadership to new Society President Joe Schild. 
Bill was given a standing ovation for his services be-
fore we let him sit down. [Photo by Bill Miller.] 

2. Joe Schild Takes Over:  Not only is Joe Schild 
our new Society President, but he also won the award 
for Best Article, for his "Fire on the Mountains" article 
from the June issue. [Photo by Bill Miller.] 

3. Presentation of New Charter:  Out-going So-
ciety President Bi II Bode presents Vaseyi Chapter Presi-
dent Ed Collins with the chapter's new charter, while 
Toe Schild looks on. 'Photo by Bill Miller.] 

4. R. vaseyi:  R. vaseyi, the "Pinkshell Azalea" was 
the featured azalea for the convention, being the name-
sake for the new Vaseyi Chapter formed in the 
Hendersonville, North Carolina, area. This dark se-
lection is named R. "419.2" for milepost location along 
the Blue Ridge Parkway where it was found. [Photo 
by Ed Collins.] 
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