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A quiet and serene oasis, protected 
on one side by the Asheville Botanical 
Garden and on the other by William's 
Rhododendron Nursery, set the stage 
for 142 azaleaphiles to congregate in a 
relaxed, informal atmosphere. The 
campus of the University of North 
Carolina-Asheville is located within 
minutes of the heart of downtown, 
close to the Interstate system and three 
major highways and yet, is completely 
isolated from the bustle of this active 
mountain city. The campus is well 
landscaped; specimens are labeled and 
spaced for both the casual observer and 
the interested viewers. Several attend-
ees were able to enjoy a quiet hour wan-
dering around "The Quad" identifying 
plants and making wish lists. 

We found the staff and administra-
tive personal to be, without exception, 
helpful, courteous, and well prepared 
to perform their various functions. No  

request went unfilled as we tried to 
prepare for a party of 142 friends. 

The interest shown in our well-
being went far beyond the usual. The 
dining hall staff, in particular, showed 
a lot of interest in the plant sale and auc-
tion. Rumor has it that one of the prized 
R. eastmanii specimens passed through 
the auction into the hands of a well-
known member of the Society and then 
directly to a member of the dining hall 
staff. It is further rumored that the deal 
was cooked up across the Honor Bar 
during social hour. Maybe, he will ap-
preciate his acquisition enough to join 
the Society. 

The business meeting of the Society 
was held in the Dining Hall, as were 
all of the Convention meetings. We 
could have handled twice the number 
of guests in the comfortable, spacious 
well-equipped facility. 
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Hats Off to the Asheville Organizers! 
[Congratulations to all who selected the Asheville site for the convention June 14-17, 
2001! This goes both for the organizing committee, Bob Stelloh, Ed Collins, John Brown 
and the members of the new Vaseyi Chapter in North Carolina. John contributed the 
following about the facilities at UNCA, which were apparently nearly perfect for our 
meeting, Ed.] 
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