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The following are offered as candi-
dates for the Society's Board of Direc-
tors for the period 2002-2004: Margie 
Jenkins, Bob Hobbs, and Don Voss. 
Biographies follow, showing their 
long interest in azaleas and the pur-
poses and goals of the Azalea Society 
of America. 

Our thanks to the Nominating Com-
mittee: David Nanney, chair, and 
members John Brown, Buddy Lee, and 
for the assistance of President Joe 
Schild in developing this proposed 
slate. Please vote for these directors 
on the ballot shown on the inside back 
cover of this issue of THE AZALEAN, 
as well as your vote for the best ar-
ticle published in THE AZALEAN in 
2001. Mail the ballot back to Secretary, 
Azalea Society of America by March 1, 
2002. 

John Brown 
1000 Moody Bridge Road 

Cleveland, SC 29635 

Margie Y. Jenkins is a well-known 
nurserywoman from Amite, Louisi-
ana. Margie Jenkins and her late hus-
band, Bryant, started a wholesale 
nursery over 25 years ago with the  

goal of growing native and unusual 
plants not normally found in whole-
sale nurseries. Through the years, her 
passion has paid off and Margie has 
become recognized throughout the 
industry for her insight and expertise 
in growing and selecting unique forms 
of trees and shrubs, especially ever-
green and deciduous azaleas. She is 
always willing to share her knowl-
edge. Margie is an active member of 
numerous horticultural organizations 
and is a charter member of the Louisi-
ana Chapter of the Azalea Society of 
America. Recently she was awarded 
the James A. Foret Award from the 
Louisiana Nursery and Landscape 
Association in recognition of her ser-
vice, dedication, and outstanding con-
tributions to the Louisiana green in-
dustry. 

Robert W. (Bob) Hobbs is a retired 
astronomer and aerospace engineer-
ing manager. He has served the Aza-
lea Society of America in several ca-
pacities: he was president of the Ben 
Morrison Chapter (1986-1987), na-
tional vice president (1987-1988) and 
president (1988-1999), and he and his  

wife Belinda (Bee) were editor and 
associate editor of THE AZALEAN 
from 1989 to 1998. Bob and Bee have 
an azalea garden at their home in 
North Beach, Maryland. He is a long-
time member of the Ben Morrison 
Chapter. 

Donald H. Voss was an interna-
tional economist (12 years teaching 
and 28 years with the Federal govern-
ment). He served in the Army Trans-
portation Corps of World War II and 
remained in the Army reserve for over 
20 years, retiring from the reserve as a 
lieutenant colonel. Following retire-
ment from government service, his 
interest in horticulture and botany has 
led to 13 years of volunteer work in 
the US National Arboretum her-
barium (not the herb garden!). He 
served the Azalea Society of America 
as president of the Northern Virginia 
Chapter, as chairman of the Board of 
Directors, and as a reviewer and fre-
quent contributor to THE AZALEAN. 
Don has been a long-time member of 
the Northern Virginia Chapter. 

VISIT ITALY WITH YOUR ASA FRIENDS! 
My name is Piero Sambucci, and I am an ASA member, specializing in nursery grown 

azaleas, camellias, and rhododendrons. I live in Velletri, a small city 25 miles from the 
center of Rome and located in the famed Alban Hills formed by an ancient volcano, now 
extinct. Two beautiful crater lakes are 10 miles from Velletri, and 20 miles to the south 
lies the Mediterranean Sea with its wonderful beaches. Tivoli is only an hour's drive 
away with the Villa d'Este, famous for its gardens and fountains. Two hours away are 
Naples, Pompeii, and Sorrento, and Florence is three hours away. 

I propose to rent my house from June through February for two-week intervals to 
members of the ASA and their friends. To make yor vacation relaxed and comfortable I 
will provide you with continental breakfast and dinner, plus transportation with a van 
every day of your vacation. I will meet you at the airport when you arrive, and from then 
on I will look after you, take you to cities, parks and gardens of central Italy. At home in 
the evenings you will find dinner ready (Italian food). You will get the real taste of Italy. 

Form a group of four or five and come to the country of art and natural beauty. For a 
brochure contact Piero Sambucci, C/DA Acqua Palomba 2, 00049 Velletri, Roma, Italy. 
Tel.: 0329 628 74 74; Fax: 06 963 50 77; Email: psambucci@allnet.it  
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