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[This article shows how the North Tisbury hybrids resulted from an international scientific cooperation, 
spanning 40 years and two continents, Ed.] 

On August 23, 1956, he wrote, "I had 
collected some plants for you such as 
R. kiusianum, R. nakaharae, R. 
yakushimanum. If you need them, 
please send me the sheet of importa-
tion tags." I was not yet aware of 
rhododendron. My interest at that 
time was growing camellias outdoors 
on Martha's Vineyard, Massachusetts, 
and conifers to act as wind shelters. I 
did not ask for his offering. What a 
mistake on my part! 

Over the years I sent Dr. Rokujo 
catalogs and sponsored him for mem-
bership in plant societies, including 
life member in the American Horti-
culture Society. Meanwhile he sent 
me much plant material, Christmas 
gifts, and many valuable books on 
Japanese trees, camellias, and rhodo-
dendron. I sent him plants, bulbs, and 
his orders from nurserymen. Early in 
our relationship he explained that he 
had very de-
cided color 
choices, pre-
ferring 
purple, deep 
blue, clear 
white, ver-
milion red, 
and exclud-
ing fuchsia, 
cerise, 
mauve, and 
especially 
"washed 

I n 1956, I visited Japan with my son, 
A Jefferson. By introduction of Dr. 
Russell Seibert, director of Longwood 
Gardens, we met with Dr. Rokujo and 
had lunch with him in our Tokyo ho-
tel, a meeting that was the start of a 
long association. We began mail cor-
respondence, and during the next 41 
years I received 233 letters, handwrit-
ten in English. The letters always be-
gan with "Dear Mrs. JulianW. Hill" and 
ended with a signature with flour-
ishes, "Tsuneshige Rokujo." 

Dr. Rokujo's first letter to me (June 
15, 1956) states: " I am a medical doc-
tor, aged 36 and am at present a re-
search fellow at Tokyo University." In 
December, 1963, a letter from him 
informed me that he was the Direc-
tor of the Medical Division of the 
Fujisawa Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd. in 
Osaka, where he was doing cancer 
research. He spoke also about his gar-
dening and stated that "...here I grow 
larger collection of alpine plants 
through the world.[sic]" Later he also 
wrote of collecting and breeding 
rhododendrons: "I have possibly the 
finest collection of rhododendron in 
Japan," a statement I believe to be 
totally accurate. 

I learned that he wished to ex-
change plants, seeds, and bulbs with 
Longwood Gardens and asked me to 
act as intermediary. His initial offer-
ing for Longwood was seeds of Rhodo-
dendron, Primula, Phyllodoce, Lycoris, 
Viola, Schizocodon, Gaultheria, 
Ledum, and Arisaema. In later years, 
he dealt with Longwood directly. 
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out" purple. Despite the name tags, if 
the resulting flowers were not a 
proper purple, he was "disappointed." 

In 1956, I had assumed the manage-
ment of Barnard's Inn Farm, the fam-
ily property on Martha's Vineyard. The 
land included old farm buildings and 
barns on 20 acres of open area sur-
rounded by stone walls. There was no 
greenhouse or caretaker. I had de-
cided to grow an arboretum from seed 
and was armed with memberships in 
many plant societies and the desire to 
improve the horticulturally deprived 
island. 

Letters of June 1957 from Dr. Rokujo 
asked, "Are you interested in modern 
varieties of Japanese azaleas? Their 
flowers measured more than four 
inches across on small plants." He 
added, "I saved the seeds of more than 
300 kinds of rarer and unusual 

Strong pink 'Late Love' shows the characteristic low-growing, almost 
flowing habit of the North Tisbury hybrids, forming a good horizontal 

contrast with the columnar Cupressus sempervirens. (Photo by Polly Hill.) 



Table 1. 
Dr. Rokujo's Crosses of 

Rhododendron, with Seed 
of Progeny Sent to Polly Hill 

'Chinyeyi'x ' W. Leith' 
'Chinyeyi'x nakaharae 
'Kogane' x 'Mariko' 
'Maruba Osakazuki' x lost label of 

male 
R. metternichii kyomaruense x 

williamsianum 
R. nakaharae x kaempferi 
R. nakaharae x'Kin-no-sai' 
R. nakaharae x 'Mount Seven Star' 
R. nakaharae x 'W. Leith' 
R. tschonoskii var. trinerve x nakaharae 

('Mariko' x 'Mount Seven Star') 
'W. Leith' x nakaharae 

Table 2. 

Rhododendron Cultivars 
from Dr. Rokujo 

Polly Hill # Source Name 

63-001 seed HP 'Alexander' 
63-003 seed 'Andante' 
61-076-2 seed HP 'Bartlett' 
65-041 seed 'Corinna 

Borden' 

80-094 rooted 'Elko san' 
61-076-1 seed HP 'Gabrielle Hill' 
63-003 seed HP 'Hot Line' 
61-083 seed HP 'Jeff Hill' 
61-079 seed HP 'Joseph Hill' 
64-005 seed 'Lady Locks' 
61-079-2 seed HP 'Late Love' 
65-041 seed 'Libby' 
61-076 seed HP 'Louisa' 
61-080 seed 'Marilee' 
62-036 rooted 'Matsuyo' 
79-011 rooted 'Midori' 
61-080 seed 'Nakami' 
61-077 seed HP 'Pink Pancake' 
61-084 seed HP 'Red Fountain' 
61-084 seed HP 'Susannah Hill' 
63-003-3 seed 'Trill' 
61-081 seed 'Wild Wealth' 
61-080-2 seed 'Wintergreen' 
61-041-1 rooted 'Ya ye' 
61-041 rooted 'Yoko' 

Note: HP = hand pollinated 

Very red North Tisbury 'Joseph Hill' has wavy margins to the 
blooms, and forms a very dense creeping shrub 1 foot tall by 

about 4 feet wide in 13 years. (Photo by Polly Hill.) 

plants," of which he sent me some, 
with the advice on how to treat them: 
"They should be planted in [al 1:1 
mixture of coarse sand and peat in 
sunshine as for Rhododendron." 
Some of these seeds were planted 
along the border strip of a driveway 
at my home in Wilmington, Delaware, 
and some were planted in a plowed 
strip of the old orchard field on the 
Martha's Vineyard property, which 
thus became the start of my nursery. 
Plants were carefully labeled and 
mapped. Regrettably, however, the 
deer marched through and knocked 
down the labels, and mice, rabbits, 
and birds added to the confusion. 

In a letter asking me for purple vio-
lets, Dr. Rokujo added, "I am enclos-
ing the seeds of very fine Japanese vio-
las and Hylomecanjaponica(Chelido-
nium japonicum), which is a 
woodlander, with hairy golden 
poppy-like flowers for semi-shade. 
For germination of viola, cold expo-
sure is necessary. I use pulverized 
sphagnum mix only. Are you growing 
irises, tree peonies, and so on?" For 30 
years letters like this one were for me 
an advanced course in worldwide 
horticulture, as I tried to keep pace 
with his generosity and learning. Step 
by step I documented my accessions 
and deletions and kept these listings 
in order. Without these records, the 
Polly Hill Arboretum would never 
have developed. 

In 1970 I decided I should name a 
rhododendron for Dr. Rokujo and 
chose one bred by the distinguished 
American breeder and renowned stu-
dent of American azaleas, Dr. Henry 
Skinner, a former director of the US 
National Arboretum. Dr. Skinner gave 
me a hand-rooted plant he simply 
named #819-4, R. serrulatum x R. 
prunifolium. In July of 1972 his little 
propagule went into my nursery and 
on July 22 of 1981 it flowered with me-
dium-large pink flowers. It was still in 
flower on August 8. The mid-summer 
bloom is a very welcome attribute and 
led to its being registered in 1986 as 
R. 'Tsuneshige Rokujo' syn. Shigi. This 
nickname, given by his friends on the 
west coast of the US, seemed to me to 
be more appropriate for the rhodo-
dendron nursery trade. Before he 
died, I was able to send him both 
plants and photographs of this azalea. 
He replied that he was pleased with 
the selection. 

His spirit of sharing was evident 
again in 1990 with his last gift of the 
following four of his propagations of 
young rooted plants. These reflected 
my interest in dwarf evergreen aza-
leas. 

• `Mariko' x 'Mount Seven Star' 90.056 
• Gumpo 'Kogane' x `Mariko' 90.057 
• R. serpyllifoliumflavescens 90.058 

• R. tchonoskii var. trinerve x (R. 
nakaharae 'Mariko' x `Bengal Fire') 
90.059 

Unfortu-
nately, the 
yellow ser-
pyllifolium 
failed; but the 
other three, 
the last of 
many legacies 
of a generous, 
patient, and 
persistent 
friend and 
plantsman, 
may 	be 
named, regis-
tered, and 
available for 

continued on 
page 19 
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1946-1947 — Approximately 15,000 
azaleas from B.Y. Morrison's top 1200 
selections of azalea crosses are 
planted on seven acres of the south-
ern flank of Mt. Hamilton in the US 
National Arboretum. 

1949 —The Arboretum's first opening 
for the azalea display, and Morrison 
was assigned full time to the Arbore-
tum July 1. 

September 1952 — Dr. Henry T. Skin-
ner appointed second Director of the 
Arboretum. He was an azalea enthu-
siast. Especially favoring the native 
azaleas, he was responsible for the ex-
tensive planting of native and decidu-
ous azaleas in Azalea Valley. 

1952-1962 — Azalea Valley was exten-
sively planted with deciduous azaleas, 
including Knap Hill, Mollis, Exbury, 
Ghent, and American species. 

May 3, 19 — Morrison Garden at the 
Arboretum dedicated. Designed by 
B.Y Morrison, this garden displays the 
Glenn Dale azalea hybrids that he se-
lected and introduced. 

1966-1972 — Volunteer Dr. Roy 
Magruder, retired Beltsville scientist, 

worked very hard on assessing the 
Glenn Dales in the Arboretum collec-
tion and on acquiring missing culti-
vars. He also evaluated the gardens 
and made specific suggestions for 
cultural improvements that were 
acted upon over the next 10 years. 

April 1971 — Dedication of the Lee 
Azalea Garden to honor the late 
Frederic P. Lee, who served as chair-
man for the Arboretum's advisory 
committee for over 20 years and pub-
lished The Azalea Book in 1958. This 
garden contains late-blooming (June) 
azaleas, mainly Satsuki. 

January 1973 — Dr. John Creech was 
appointed the third Director of the US 
National Arboretum. He was respon-
sible for acquiring azaleas and other 
plant material on plant exploration 
trips to Japan and Korea. 

May 21, 1981 — Dr. Marc Cathey ap-
pointed as fourth Director of the Ar-
boretum. 

1990 — Barbara L. Bullock begins as 
fifth Curator of the Arboretum's aza-
lea collections. 

[The February issue of "The Azalea 
Clipper"also contained an overview of 
the George Harding Memorial Azalea 
Garden at RiverFarm. This will be re-
printed in an upcoming issue soon, Ed.] 

Oconee, drapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 
rudie2rudie@aol.com  

All hands have been working hard 
to help set up the 2002 convention in 
Atlanta, April 17-21. Ruth and Frank 
Bryan are coordinating volunteers for 
the many special activities. Help was 
requested for the registration and in-
formation desk April 17-19, plant sale 
set up April 16, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
tear down, April 22, 8 a.m. to 12 noon 
plant sales, and to work the sales area 
April 17-21. There were also opportu-
nities for tour bus captains. 

Note especially that there was a Con-
vention Store and a Trade Show area 
for nursery owners and green indus-
try products. Both were open on the 
same schedule as the plant sales times. 

Legacy-continued 

distribution. At present they are grow-
ing in the Polly Hill Arboretum. 

Among my plant introductions 
other than rhododendron that origi-
nated with material from Dr. Rokujo 
are: 

• Ilex crenata 'Muffin', 66-018, from 
seed 

• Magnolia hypoleuca 'Lydia', 66-004, 
rooted 

• R. metternichii from Oki Islands, 
about 20 plants, 67-001, from seed 

• R. dauricum 'Album', no selections, 
68-001 

Reference 
For more information on North 

Tisbury hybrids, see also: 
Hill, Polly. 1991. "North Tisbury 
Nakaharae Azaleas." The Azalean. 
13 (4): 71-74. 

Polly Hill has retired from 40 years 
of horticulture. In 1957, she began 
work on what is now called the Polly 
Hill Arboretum when she was 50 years 
old and she and her husband inher-
ited her family's 40-acre sheep farm in 
the North Tisbury area of Martha's 
Vineyard, Massachusetts. She has been 
using the farm as a summer home 
since the 1930s. Inspired by the beau-
tiful landscape, she decided to create 
an arboretum there by growing trees 
from seed. A few courses in botany at 
the University of Delaware and some 
at Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania 
encouraged her. A year of teaching in 
Japan after graduation and various 
trips through the years introduced her 
to new varieties of azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons not grown in the US, espe-
cially the ground cover azaleas. She 
and her husband developed the farm 
and bred, selected, trialed, and intro-
duced new rhododendrons and aza- 

leas. She has over 2,000 different plants 
in the living collection, all with labels 
and detailed histories. She has person-
ally introduced over 83 new cultivars 
from her work in Martha's Vineyard. 
Among these are the North Tisbury 
azaleas, but dogwoods, hollies, mag-
nolias, and Stewartia are also key col-
lections. Polly still keeps a home on the 
grounds that she calls the Cow Barn, 
and she still visits when she can. 

The Polly Hill Arboretum is a not-
for-profit institution established in 
1996 by a cooperative effort of the 
Vineyard Conservation Society, medi-
cal researcher and conservationist Dr. 
David H. Smith, the Hill family, and 
many of Polly's horticultural col-
leagues. The Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts joined in preserving the 
60-acre Arboretum property by pro-
viding for a conservation restriction, 
which will prevent development of 

continued on page 20 
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Near Meath ers 
We welcome the following new members who have joined the Society as of March 17, 2002. 

At Large Lee Knight 
1312 New Center Road 
Hartselle, AL 35640 
256-773-5682 
leeknight@dogwoodlane1.com  

Anita Lawson 
6310 Lakebend Ct. 
Greensboro, NC 27410 
336-605-3771 
anita_lawson@uncg.edu  

Tamara C. Mac Lean 
452 Landretto 
Sebastopal, CA 95472 

Richard Mahan 
PO Box 3404 
Victoria, TX 77903 
rmahan@selectrec.net  

Mary Beth Martin 
Bonny Hall Plantation 
PO Box 789 
Yemassee, SC 29945 
dixierose@hargray.com  

Larry Pauley 
12115 21st Street 
PO Box 1688 
Santa Fe, TX 77510 
409-795-0025 
I.pauley@verizon.net  

Joseph T. Sullivan 
1201 W Park Row 
Arlington, TX 76013 
817-461-3706 
jodannax2002@yahoo.com  

Ben Morrison John M. Rhett 
414 East Market Street, Ste E 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 

Oconee 

Mr. & Mrs. John Bennett 
PO Box 328 
North East, MD 21901 
410-287-5980 
Dottiejobennett@aol.com  

Gerson C. Borges 
R. Princesa Isabel, 942 
CPC 3012 Dois Irmaos RS 
93950-000 BRAZIL 
51 564-7093 
GCBorges2@aol.com  

Virginia A. Boudreaux 
Box 7 
Coles Point, VA 22442 
804-472-2323 
ggcp@crosslink.net  

John Deeter, Jr. 
20790 Peters Rd 
Saegertown, PA 16433 
jdeeeeeter@hotmail.com  

Jim Gilbert 
110 Paddy Hollow Road 
Bethlehem, CT 06751 

Bob Kelly 
215 Mobile Street 
Aberdeen, MS 39730-2939 
662-369-8346 
bkelly66@bellsouth.net  

Frank H. Knight 
1048 Lower Brow Road 
Signal Mountain, TN 37377 
423-886-4179 
hilke@mindspring.com  

Lou Chesla 
1716 Saddle Drive 
Gambrills, MD 21054 
410-987-5168 

Brookside Gardens 
Riverside Azalea Farm, Inc 
Shelia Gibson Fox 
8430 Hwy 81 NW 
Bethlehem, GA 30620 
770-267-7311 

Tri-State 

James Boeringer 
1311 Noyes Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-2720 
301-565-5133 

Winifred King Thompson 
11530 South Glen Road 
Potomac, MD 20854 
301-983-8722 

Dallas  
John E. Blackburn 
2503 Wychelm Drive 
Kilgore, TX 75662-2833 
903-986-9320 
jeblackburn@worldnet.att.net  

Louisiana 

Alicia Johann 
911 Plaza Drive 
Evansville, IN 47715 

Vas 
Brenda Cole 
PO Box 1471 
Etowah, NC 28729 
828-891-5594/243/2134 

Ann R. Prospero 
1513 Valley Run 
Durham, NC 27707 
909-489-8087 
ann@prospero.net  

David Royster 
8504 Knollwood Circle 
Charlotte, NC 28213-4001 
droyster@carolina.rr.com  
www.math.uncc.edu/-droyster  

Richard and Nancy Senneff 
44 Red Fox Drive 
Pisgah Forest, NC 28768 
828-862-5800 

Cequila Burslem & Scott Meyers 
19243 Three Rivers Road 
Covington, LA 70433 
985-898-4945 

Northern Virginia 
Gretchen S. and Robert W. 

Johnson 
1400 Darrell Drive 
Midlothian, VA 23114-4500 
804-378-1875 
rwjohnson3781875@att.net  

Legacy-continued 

the property in perpetuity. The 
grounds are made up of 20 acres of 
open fields and 40 acres of woodland 
and are noteworthy for the great care 
that has been given to the overall 
landscape effect of the diverse collec-
tion of plants. Research initiatives fo-
cus on the floras of eastern Asia and 
the close relationships shared by 
those plants with those of the eastern 
US. Tours, lectures, and some intern-
ships are available. The mission state-
ment is grounded in Polly Hill's inspir-
ing work: 

The mission of the Polly Hill Arbo-
retum is to perpetuate the experimen-
tal tradition in horticulture estab-
lished by Polly Hill, encompassing the 
dissemination of knowledge of plants 
and scientific procedure through edu-
cational programs, research, and ex-
ploration. The Arboretum seeks to 
preserve its meadows and woodlands, 
to promote an understanding of its 
collections, and to encourage their 
utilization for scholarship, observa-
tion, and the enjoyment of all. 

For more information, contact: 

Polly Hill Arboretum 
P.O. Box 561 

West Tisbury, MA 02575 
Phone: 508-693-9426 

Fax: 508-693-5772 
Website: www.pollyhillarboretum.org/ 
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