
US Natioxia Arboratuo, 
Co ence. 

ASA President Joe Schild has been 
invited to attend this conference 
March 27-28, 2002. There will be a 
number of workshops on the future of 
the arboretum and its educational and 
research missions. 

Following the conference, the North-
ern Virginia Chapter is hosting Joe at 
their chapter meeting. Joe will inform 
them about what went on at the con-
ference and its impact on the Society. 
He will also give a preview of the next 
year's ASA convention in Chattanooga 
and present a slide show of some of his 
own hybrids. Ben Morrison and 
Brookside Chapters are invited to at-
tend as well. 

2003 ASA Convention, 
The 2003 ASA Convention will be 

held in Chattanooga, Tennessee, May 
1-4, 2003. The Clarion Hotel will be the 
hotel and convention site. Joe Schild 
has been hard at work collecting a 
committee of people in Chattanooga 
who really want the Society to enjoy 
their city and local gardens: 

Joe Schild, 
convention committee chairman 

Co-chair, to be named soon 

Committee members 
Jimmy Wooten 

Ron Hooper 
Dr. Rudolph Hoppe 

Burton Johnston 
Betty Johnston 
James Dennis 
Judy Dennis 

LaShon Schild 

To increase attendance, the commit-
tee is planning a publicity blitz of elec-
tronic and print media promoting reg-
istration for all the evening sessions 
and plant sale. Public entrance fees are 
yet to be determined. The annual ban- 

News.  
quet and business meeting will be 
members only, of course. 

The Clarion Hotel is an excellent 
convention facility with easy access to 
major highways and interstates. De-
tailed registration information will be 
posted on the Society website, as it 
evolves, but the convention rate is al-
ready set at $79.00 per night for single, 
double, triple, or quad occupancy, plus 
tax with $6.00 daily secured parking 
rate. 

Plants for the plant sale are reserved. 
The speakers list is in process, but one 
is well-known nurseryman Don 
Shadow of Shadow Nursery in Win-
chester, Tennessee. Tour choices will 
include a Southern Belle Riverboat 
Cruise and the Tennessee Aquarium, 
plus Reflection Riding Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden. Because of Joe's long 
association with the latter, docents will 
be able to provide history and data 
about the plant material on the 300-
acre site. One tour destination will be 
the Tennessee State University Nursery 
Crops Research Station in 
McMinnville, with stops along the way 
to see the native azaleas of the 
Cumberland Plateau. 

Brookside-continued 

2. It should be noted that Clone D, 
B57680, a white, single, hose-in-hose 
flower, was named 'Mrs. LBJ' and in-
troduced by Dr. John Creech in 1969 
under PI337619. The original plant 
was removed from Creech's Row at 
Glenn Dale, and its whereabouts are 
unknown. 

3. Albert Close was an English-
trained gardener who served as chief 
propagator at the Glenn Dale Intro-
duction Station from the mid-1930s 
until his retirement in the early 1960s. 

William C. Miller III is a recipient of 
the Society's Distinguished Service 
Award and the Brookside Gardens 
Chapter's Frederic P Lee Commenda-
tion. He is a past president of the 
Brookside Gardens Chapter, a former 
vice president of the Society, a past 
member of the ASA board of directors, 
past co-chairman of the ASA's mem-
bership committee and past chairman 
of the public information committee, 
a long-time ASA member, and a fre-
quent contributor to The Azalean. 

So 

VISIT ITALY WITH YOUR ASA FRIENDS! 
My name is Piero Sambucci, and I am an ASA member, specializing in nursery grown 

azaleas, camellias, and rhododendrons. I live in Velletri, a small city 25 miles from the 
center of Rome and located in the famed Alban Hills formed by an ancient volcano, now 
extinct. Two beautiful crater lakes are 10 miles from Velletri, and 20 miles to the south 
lies the Mediterranean Sea with its wonderful beaches. Tivoli is only an hour's drive 
away with the Villa d'Este, famous for its gardens and fountains. Two hours away are 
Naples, Pompeii, and Sorrento, and Florence is three hours away. 

I propose to rent my house from June through February for two-week intervals to 
members of the ASA and their friends. To make yor vacation relaxed and comfortable I 
will provide you with continental breakfast and dinner, plus transportation with a van 
every day of your vacation. I will meet you at the airport when you arrive, and from then 
on I will look after you, take you to cities, parks and gardens of central Italy. At home in 
the evenings you will find dinner ready (Italian food). You will get the real taste of Italy. 

Form a group of four or five and come to the country of art and natural beauty. For a 
brochure contact Piero Sambucci, C/DA Acqua Palomba 2, 00049 Velletri, Roma, Italy. 
Tel.: 0329 628 74 74; Fax: 06 963 50 77; Email: psambucci@allnet.it  
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