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June 8 the chapter met at Dave and 
Eileen Holm's house to pot up plants 
that had rooted from cuttings taken 
from the US National Arboretum last 
year. Thanks to good help, 167 plants 
were potted up. They also held their 
business meeting and discussed ways 
in which the chapter could help the 
fiscal problems of the national Soci-
ety and planned for the 2004 conven-
tion. They decided that based on the 
small size of the chapter that they 
should hold a plant auction as a fund-
raiser. Carol Segree agreed to chair 
this effort. 

Bob and Bee Hobbs hosted the 
chapter cutting picnic and plant auc-
tion, July 7, from 2 to 5 p.m. at their 
home in North Beach, Maryland. The 
election of officers was also held at the 
meeting. With 23 members attending 
and participating in the auction, the 
chapter raised $723 to send to na-
tional ASA. The chapter has three new 
members to report: Chuck and Nancy 
Adams from Prince Frederick and 
Patricia Laubscher from Edgewater. 
Welcome new members! 

Results of chapter elections: Presi-
dent: Bob McWhorter for a second 
year; vice-president is David Holm; 
secretary: Carol Flowers; treasurer: 
Dale Flowers; Newsletter editor: Bob 
Hobbs; Co-editor: Carol Flowers. 

USNA Azalea Collection Project: On 
July 3, members went back to US Na-
tional Arboretum to take more cut-
tings for propagation. The team this 
year is Bob McWhorter, David Holm, 
and Virginia Hennings. Dave and 
Eileen Holm will root these cuttings 
as they did last year. They are also car- 

ing for the potted plants from 2001. A 
big thanks goes to these two who have 
made this cutting project a success. 

2004 Convention Planning: Ben 
Morrison Chapter is hosting the 2004 
ASA Convention. Contact Carol 
Segree, convention coordinator, at 
301-261-6215 or e-mail her at 
csegree@msn.com  with ideas about 
theme, speakers, garden tours and 
other activities. Planning is well un-
derway. Remember that some of the 
USNA plants will be for sale at this 
convention. Carol will have some ad-
vance publicity ready to report dur-
ing the Chattanooga Convention in 
May 2003. 

Northern, Virginia, Chapter 
Frances Louer, Corresponding Secretary 

plouer@msn.com  

The annual chapter cutting picnic 
was held at George Mason Branch Li-
brary in Annandale, Virginia, July 28. 
Members brought cuttings and, by 
random draw, got to select from the 
collection of cuttings. 

The July issue of The Azalea Clipper 
contained "Cutting Suggestions" to 
ensure best after-care results for par-
ticipants. Briefly, these are: 

Taking cuttings 
• Choose from new growth at 

terminal bud ends, not sports. 
• Collect after leaves mature, but 

before the stems are woody. 
• Collect in early morning. 
• Water plants night before if 

droughty conditions. 
• Select from several branches. 
• Take stems of medium diameter. 
• Verify plant is properly labeled. 
• Label each set of cuttings on a 

plastic bag, especially if you are 
sharing. 

• Add a few drops of water and seal 
bag. 

• Don't overheat bag (no direct 
sunlight) 

Cutting Materials 
• Stick as soon as possible. 
• Or, store in refrigerator for a week 

or less. 
• Use sterile, well-aerated rooting 

medium that retains moisture. 
• Try 50% coarse sphagnum peat 

moss to 50% Perlite, mix well and 
moisten. 

• Press out excess water. 
• Root in sterile containers that 

allow several inches of medium. 
• Cover container and cutting with a 

plastic bag to attain 100% humidity. 
• To prevent mold and algae, spray 

medium surface and cutting with 
broad-spectrum fungicide. 

Sticking Cuttings 
• Strip leaves from lower half of 

cutting. 
• Pinch out tip of cutting. 
• Dip lower end in liquid rooting 

hormone 5 seconds or, 
• Dip lower end 1 inch into dry 

powdered hormone. 
• Stick cuttings in prepared contain-

ers about 2 inches apart. 
• Water lightly and cover with 

plastic bag. 
• Label the container as to azalea 

variety. 
• Place container in good, not 

direct, light. 

After-Care 
• Don't let leaves dry out. 
• Watch humidity level. 
• Rooting may take up to 6 weeks. 
• Cuttings are rooted when they 

resist a light "tug." 
• Repot in good potting mixture and 

remove plastic bag. 

66 • The Azalean / Fall 2002 



OcAostee. Chapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 

rudie2rudie@aol.com  
770-760-1569 

The August 3 meeting took chapter 
members to the University of Georgia 
Griffin Campus for several technical 
azalea care sessions. Led by Oconee 
Chapter member Carol Robacker, As-
sociate Professor, Department of Hor-
ticulture, College of Agriculture & En-
vironmental Sciences, the group vis-
ited the university's tissue culture 
laboratory, native azaleas greenhouse, 
test sites and plots for species azaleas, 
and the research and education gar-
dens. The main topics discussed were 
native azalea propagation by tissue 
culture and azalea lacebug screening 
and plant resistance. 

The completed CD/slide series, "Se-
lecting and Growing Azaleas" con-
tains 80 slides and is also available in 
CD format for PowerPoint presenta-
tions. The slide version comes with a 
script. Well done, authors and con-
tributors who worked through 14 
drafts and the taking and sorting of 
many slide images. Authors are cited 
as: Dr. Frank Bryan, Albert Penland, 
James Thornton—all Oconee Chap-
ter members; Dr. Gary L. Wade, Exten-
sion Horticulturist, University of 
Georgia, and the UGA Department of 
Horticulture, College of Agricultural & 
Environmental Sciences. The 
PowerPoint presentation allows you 
to see the "show" on your computer. 
The CD program runs on Microsoft 
PowerPoint on IBM-compatible PCs 
and was developed in PowerPoint 
2000. If you are using an earlier ver- 

sion of the software, some of the bul-
lets and fonts may appear different 
from those in the original presenta-
tion. Upgrading your software will 
solve this problem. Contact Frank 
Bryan for information on getting cop-
ies for your use. 

The Oconee Chapter Newsletter has 
been reprinting the early letters Ben 
Morrison sent to Hugh Caldwell in 
edited form. Frank Bryan is hoping to 
collect this material and archive it for 
posterity. 

Dr. Joe and Donna Coleman, who 
are veteran flower show participants, 
organized the flower show at the At-
lanta convention and gave a presen-
tation to the Oconee Chapter March 
17 on exactly how to prepare flowers 
for the competition. 

in, Mammy geori& 	(1919-26v2) 
[This remembrance is based on material from the Washington Post supplied by 

Harry Dewey, who circulated it among Alpine-L members. Ed.J 

It is with sadness that we announce 
the death of George Phair, 83, August 
5 of cancer. He was a member since 
1982 of the Brookside Gardens Chap-
ter of the ASA and a longtime mem-
ber of the Potomac Valley Chapter of 
the North American Rock Garden So-
ciety. Phair was a geologist whose re-
search helped lead to the exploration 
of one of the largest uranium reserves 
in North America in the Algoma dis-
trict of Canada. He lived in Potomac, 
Maryland. 

He contributed to the journals of 
both the ASA and the North American 
Rock Garden Society, as well as to 
other horticultural journals. Dewey's 
remembrance tells something of 
George. Speaking of his experience in 
both plant societies, he says: 

All the members of our chap-
ter benefited enormously 
over the years from George's 
erudition, scientific bent, 
dedication and generosity. 

Most of us grow plants ac-
quired as a result of his liberal 
contributions to our plant ex-
changes. One of my favorites, 
which will always remind me 
pleasantly of George, is the 
hardy touch-me-not, Impa-
tiens omeiana. 

Dr. Phair retired in 1984 after 35 
years with the US Geological Survey. 
His research into uranium ore focused 
in Colorado. During World War II, he 
was a chemist at the Carnegie 
Institution's geophysical lab in Wash-
ington. His work on gun design and 
propellants led to development of an 
erosion-resistant alloy that dramati-
cally increased the life of machine-
gun barrels. 

After he retired, Dr. Phair turned to 
his second interest, horticulture. He 
published articles in professional 
journals on shade and rock-garden 
plants and organized national meet-
ings on the subject of rock gardens for  

the North American Rock Garden So-
ciety. He also contributed to The 
Azalean in 1981 with an article, "Ferns 
as Companion Plants for Azaleas," 
3(4): 1-6. 

Survivors include his wife of 56 
years, Cecil Alice Phair of Potomac; 
two children, Raymond Weston Phair 
of Potomac and Susan Marie Kelley of 
Midlothian; a brother; and three 
grandsons.—Reprinted under Phair 
use provisions of copyright law (to use 
a pun that George enjoyed using). 

Harry Dewey < HTD1 O@Columbia.ed u> 
(lifetime e-mail address) lives in 
Beltsville, Maryland. He founded and 
moderates Alpine-L, the Electronic 
Rock Garden Society: 
www.thealpinegarden.com/alpine-I.htm  
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