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For those of us with large plantings 
of azaleas, rhododendrons, and other 
shrubs and trees of choice, it has been 
a difficult time with the very hot and 
dry summer just past. In some cases, 
not even my irrigation system could 
keep up with the thirsty plants. Nev-
ertheless, there was a measure of good 
to come out of the summer, and that 
was finding a few people thirsty for 
information on azaleas and how to 
care for them. That is turning lemons 
into lemonade, and we were able to 
make a few folks into gardening 
friends and then into ASA members. 

With my term as your president 
coming to an end at the convention 
in May, I have been looking in the 
rearview mirror for some perspective 
on what we all have accomplished 
together. Did you know we signed up 
more new members via the Web site 
than ever before? Did you know that 
we have almost met the membership 
numbers for 2001, even though it was 
a tough year for all of us? Did you 
know that the chapter donations to 
the general expense fund have put us 
on a solid budget footing? Did you 
know that if we do not continue to 
grow new members, we maybe forced 
into considering a dues increase? 
Oops, that last one was a negative, but 
we as members can control how 
much we grow by joining the Society, 
forming chapters, and getting seri-
ously active in the process. 

I must also state that it has been a 
real pleasure to serve you and work 
with the board of directors. They have 
performed with professionalism and 
in the best interest of the Society. 

In review of other items, I note that 
the Web site has a few areas of con-
cern with some pages still under con-
struction. Bob Stelloh needs input 
from the members and anyone will-
ing to assist him will be most wel-
come, so give him a call or e-mail him. 

As you browse through the winter 
issue of The Azalean, I hope you take 
note of the wonderful gardens and the 
slate of great speakers for our 2003 
Convention and national meeting in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. This is the 
25th anniversary celebration of the 
ASA. Something special is planned for 
this great event. The plant sale is go-
ing to be different, with not only aza-
leas available, but also a great selec-
tion of wildflowers and ferns that are 
great companions to our azaleas. 

Consideration of bus ride time was 
foremost in the scheduling of the 
tours, so there will be short trips and 
refreshing stops at the gardens. It will 
be a relaxing time for friends to gather 
and perhaps make new ones. 

I hope to see you all in Chatt-
anooga and keep up the great work of 
the Society. I also wish you a great 
Christmas season. 

Best regards to all and Happy New 
Year. 

Azalea, Society 
of Aoterica. 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in 
the District of Columbia, is an educa-
tional and scientific non-profit associa-
tion devoted to the culture, propagation 
and appreciation of azaleas Subgenera 
Tsutsusi and Pentanthera of the genus 
Rhododendron in the Heath family 
(Ericaceae). 

Officers for 2002-2003  
President — Joseph E. Schild, Jr. 

Vice-President — Robert Lee 
Secretary — John Brown 

Treasurer — Robert Stelloh 
Immediate Past-President — 

William Bode 

Directors 
Terms Expire in 2003 

Leslie Ann Nanney 
Maarten van der Giessen 

John Migas 

Terms Expire in 2004 
Margie Jenkins 
Robert Hobbs 

Donald H. Voss 

Chapter presidents serve as 
ex-officio directors 

Chapters  
Brookside Gardens 	Ben Morrison 
(chartered Aug. 1979) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
Dr. Charles Evans, Pres. 	Bob McWhorter, Pres. 

Northern Virigina 	 Lousiana 
(chartered May 1980) 	(chartered June 1981) 
Barry Sperling, Pres. 	Dr. John Thornton, Pres. 

Tri-State 	 Dallas Chapter 
(chartered Oct. 1981) 	(chartered May 1989) 
Robin Hahn, Pres. 	Eugene Westlake, Vice-Pres. 

Oconee Chapter 	Vaseyi Chapter 
(chartered Nov. 1991) 
	

(chartered June 2001) 
John Callaway, Pres. 	 Ed Collins, Pres. 

President's Letter 
Joseph E.Schild,Jr.— Hixson,Tennessee 

 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual amount of 
$25.00; life membership for an individual 
is $500.00. Members receive The Azalean 
and are eligible for participation in all 
activities of the Society including those 
of the chaper with which the member 
affiliates. For information and a mem-
bership application, write the the Mem-
bership Committee, Azalea Society of 
America, 1000 Moody Bridge Road, 
Cleveland, SC 29635. 

Corrections 

In the Fall 2002 issue, the wonderful photograph on page 57 of Martha Derthicks 
restoration of the Clouds garden in Charlottesville, Virginia, was incorrectly 
attributed to her. Actually, her neighbor H. W Childress was the photographer. 
Our thanks to both for contributing to The Azalean. 
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ottdte, coaer 
(Upper left) Rhododendron arborescens x R. ctonberlandense, which produced a 
variety of pink forms. It is one of the many Schild hybrid azaleas that grow in 
Joe and LaShon Schild's garden in Chattanooga, Tennessee. This garden is full of 
choice and rare hybrids as well as Joe's hybrid breeding stock and is one of the 

gardens featured on the convention tours, May 3, 2003. (Lower left) Spring in 

Chattanooga brings out wildflowers such as this colony of Collinsia verna (Blue-

eyed Mary), a Tennessee endangered species. (Upper right) This view from 
Olmstead's Outlook in Reflection Riding Arboretum and Botanic Garden is only 
one of the "borrowed views" designed into the park's landscape by self-educated 
horticulturist and landscape architect John Chambliss in the1940s. 
(Photos by Joe Schild) 
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Azaleas in the morning mist at Frances Jones Garden. 
(Photo by Joe Schild) 

Jimmy and Ilona Wooten's garden has a border of 
azaleas and rhododendrons and a formal herb garden 

with perennials. (Photo by Joe Schild) 

Catittberieutd Spring-25-Year celebration/ of tit& ASA 

2003 Citattaitooga. Convention/ Pretrieur 
Joseph E.Schild,Jr.— Hixson,Tennessee 

For the Society's 25th anniversary, 
we are delighted to welcome you 

to Chattanooga, Tennessee, May 1-4 
for our 2003 Convention and National 
Meeting. We want you to enjoy your 
visit and have a refreshing time, meet-
ing old friends and making new ones 
while experiencing a relaxing group of 
tours to private and public gardens. 

With Cumberland Spring as our 
25th anniversary theme, you will have 
the opportunity to meet speakers with 
diverse programs about azaleas, wild-
flowers, and native plants. In the plant 
sale room, you will also find azaleas, 
both evergreen and deciduous, as well 
as wildflowers, ferns, and a few native 
shrubs. For detailed information on 
hotel accommodations, schedule, 
registration form, and speakers' biog-
raphies, please turn to the convention 
insert following p. 84. 

GARDEN TOURS 
Both private and public gardens are 

scheduled for our main convention 
tours. Some have been around for 
many years, while others are more re-
cent creations of their owners; each 
has a certain ambiance. Since some 
of the roads we will travel are rather 
narrow, our tour busses will be 
smaller than the typical tour bus, 
holding 36 passengers. Our travel 
time to each stop will be less than 45 
minutes; most are only 30 minutes or 
less. Your convention committee 
wished to give you a good experience 
without sitting on a bus all day. 

We ask that all visitors to the gar-
dens refrain from taking cuttings 
without asking the owners, although 
I am sure most would be happy to 
provide samples if asked. Restrooms 
will not be available at all the stops; 
therefore, take advantage of those 
situations where such facilities are 
available. Some light refreshments 
will be available at some stops. 
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Friday May 2 
The Frances Jones Garden captures 

a commanding view of the Tennessee 
River Valley from the South Palisades 
of Signal Mountain. On clear days, you 
will have a beautiful view of the river, 
Williams Island, Lookout Mountain, 
Chattanooga, and—in the distance—
the mountains of the Cherokee Na-
tional Forest. This well-thought-out 
and immaculate garden presents a 
collection of numerous species, hy-
brids, and unusual cultivars of our na-
tive plants, wildflowers, ferns, and 
many exotics. Most of the plants are 
properly labeled for easy 
reference. 

As added interest, 
Frances has placed a 
number of fine works of 
art in the form of sculp-
tures and a few whimsi-
cal forms throughout the 
garden to tickle the funny 
bone. Be sure to note 
`Skeeter' for a good 
chuckle. 

For a number of years, 
Frances has purchased 
adjoining property to ex-
pand and protect her gar- 

dens; for indeed, there is 
more than one as you will 
find while strolling along 
the winding pathways 
among the large rhodo-
dendrons and azaleas. A 
pergola to hold her vines 
provides a cool spot on a 
hot day. Perhaps you may 
want to sit down at the 
gazebo to relax in the cool 
mountain air. 

Frances is a founding 
member of the Tennessee 
Valley Chapter-ARS, 
serves as its treasurer, and 
is a member of the ASA. 

The Jimmy and Ilona Wooten Gar-
den is located in the township of 
Walden and covers several acres of 
woodland and large expanses of open 
area. The Wootens' wonderful log home 
is delightfully landscaped and inti-
mately connected to the woodland 
where many rhododendrons, azaleas, 
wildflowers, and exotic plants thrive. 
Perennial beds and a great herb garden 
punctuate the open grassy area that is 
bordered by large rhododendrons and 
a tree line. 



Rhododendrons and gazebo in the Vernon Carpenter Garden. 
(Photo by Joe Schild) 

A newly opened area has new 
plantings of rhododendrons and aza-
leas, which will further enhance the 
woodland setting. Jimmy is an avid 
collector of plants, and he and wife 
Ilona have a passion for the color 
purple. Their garden is well planned, 
with careful attention to design and 
the color palette. As a Master Gar-
dener, Jimmy used many ideas about 
contour, shade, and moisture needs to 
design the gardens. Both Jimmy and 
Ilona are members of the ASA and the 
Tennessee Valley Chapter-ARS, and he 
currently serves as chapter president. 

The Robert J. Enck Garden is lo-
cated across the road from the 
Wootens'. Bob has lived here since 
1954, after moving from up-state New 
York. For many years he and a part-
ner owned and operated Crestwood 
Orchids, a thriving orchid propagat-
ing business with a number of green-
houses still there. The grounds cover 

several acres of woodland and 
planned open areas that are truly ap-
pealing to the gardener. 

Many hybrid rhododendrons of 
immense size provide drama, as their 
great floral display is interspersed 
with a number of Bob's own hybrids 
with dinner-plate-sized bloom 
trusses. He too has collected numbers 
of azaleas, rhododendrons, and fine 
exotic plants. Sizable Japanese 
maples, viburnums, and magnolias 
provide accents along with a few un-
usual conifers. If asked, Bob will tell 
you of his connection and personal  

experience with the Dexter rhodo-
dendrons or lead you into his wild-
flower cove. 

Bob is a founding member of the 
Tennessee Valley Chapter-ARS, a hy-
bridizer, and an avid gardener. 

Reflection Riding Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden is an award-win-
ning 300-acre arboretum within a 10-
minute drive from downtown Chatta-
nooga, thus classifying it as an urban 
forest. This private, not-for-profit 
organization's goals are to provide a 
learning experience for the public and 
to protect native landscapes and wild-
life. The arboretum is bordered on 
three sides by the Chattanooga 
Chickamauga National Battlefield 
Park, and on the west by Lookout 
Creek. It has a historical background, 
with both Civil War and Native Ameri-
can heritage. 

We will park at the Humphreys 
House, a beautiful log 
home and the location for 
our lunch. In groups, we 
will tour the arboretum on 
the 3.5 miles of roads and 
make a number of stops 
for special gardens. The 
Philp Memorial Garden is 
the site for a young exhibit 
of our native azaleas and 
rhododendrons with all of 
the eastern species repre-
sented. Foot trails lead 
throughout the garden, 
and there is a garden 

bench for a short rest. For those in- 
clined, there are 14 miles of trails 
to explore. 

A short walk 
from the Hum-
phreys House will 
lead you to the 
Wildflower Cove 
where thousands 
of wildflowers 
thrive and make a 
wonderful display. 
Along the high 
cove sides grow 
large Rhododen-
dron maximum. 
An 	authentic  

Cherokee cabin sits next to the cove 
for your inspection. A second short 
walk will lead to the Holsomback Gar-
den, a location of many hybrid rhodo-
dendrons and azaleas that Olin 
Holsomback donated to the arbore-
tum in the early 1990s. There, you will 
also note some fine examples of cold 
hardy camellias donated by the Chat-
tanooga Camellia Society. 

The planned Glenn Dale Azalea 
Resource Collection will adjoin the 
Holsomback Garden and will contain 
around 350 named cultivars when 
completed. The project has started 
with initial clearing out of the invasive 
vines and thinning of small trees. 
Actual planting of azaleas will begin 
in the fall of 2003. This is a venture 
that will add much interest in the ar-
boretum and have direct connections 
with the US National Arboretum. 

Saturday May 3 
Saturday's planned tours will be 

three private gardens in the valley area 
of Hixson and a public garden on Look-
out Mountain. As on Friday, we will 
break up into groups so as to not over-
whelm individual gardens, but will all 
meet at the Lookout Mountain Com-
mons for lunch and the nature walk. 

The Vernon Carpenter Garden is lo-
cated on the eastern slope of Big Ridge 
about 400 feet above Lake 
Chickamauga. This garden is a true 
testament to hard work, for Vernon 
had difficult, cherty soil to work with. 
Hundreds of rhododendrons, azaleas, 
and wildflowers fill the landscaped 
grounds with wonderful color each 

Robert Enck house and garden. 
(Photo by Joe Schild) 
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Woodland trail through the azaleas 
at the Dr. Hoppe Garden. 

(Photo by Joe Schild) 

spring. If anyone should ever say they could not grow 
rhodos in the valley, they need to go to this garden to see 
how it is done well. 

His secret comes from the compost yards of the City of 
Chattanooga, for he hauled many, many loads to his gar-
den and planted the shrubs in the great mixture. Large oaks 
and hickories provide shade in a woodland setting with a 
cool gazebo nestled among the trees. A serpentine stone 
wall provides separation from the grassy lawn. 

Vernon is a member of the Tennessee Valley Chapter-
ARS and served as one of its directors. 

The Dr. Rudolph and Alice Hoppe Garden is located at 
the base of Walden's Ridge in Falling Water. Covering over 
100 acres from the bottom to the top, the magnificent 

natural woodland 
landscape truly en-
hances the beauty of 
their log home. Many 
fine examples or our 
native azaleas and 
mountain laurel grow 
wild along the free 
flowing creek that runs 
through the property. 

The remnants of 
Robert's Mill, a grist-
mill built in the 1840s, 
still remain. Dr. Hoppe 
has assembled a very 
nice collection of hy-
brid and species 
rhododendrons, hy-
brid and species aza-
leas, and many choice 
native shrubs, wild-
flowers, and a few ex-
otics. If one strolls the 
upward path, the 

source of his irrigation system will be found at a free flow-
ing spring. Of course, along the paths we will see many 
great wildflowers. Stroll across the footbridge to the far side 
of the creek for additional rhodos. Just sitting on a bench 
beside the creek refreshes the body and spirit. 

Dr. Rudolph and Alice Hoppe are members of the ASA, 
founding members of the TennesseeValley Chapter-ARS, and 
he has served as president and vice president of the chapter. 

The Joe and LaShon Schild Garden is located in Middle 
Valley, a bedroom community of Hixson. We have resided 
here since 1966, and it is also the location for my niche 
nursery that started as a hobby. This is perhaps the small-
est garden we will see on the tours, but packed within it 
are exquisite examples of our native azaleas, Asian spe-
cies, evergreen azaleas, rhododendrons, kalmias, and 
some of my hybrid azaleas. By my count, there are around 
1500 shrubs in this "test garden," as I prefer to call it. Most 
are labeled for easy reference. 

A Schild hybrid azalea (Ilam 'Primrose' x R. austrium) crossed in 
1992.This was among 255 seedlings, but it ended up in Jimmy 

Wooten's collection when given away at a chapter meeting. 
(Photo by Joe Schild) 

The entire property covers less than an acre, with the 
rear 100 feet reserved for the nursery. One will note the 
absence of large areas of turf, because in this garden, I con-
sider grass to be a companion plant. Many fine wildflow-
ers and ferns are found in the nooks and corners of the 
landscape, though I often say I am out of room. A few years 
ago, I planted several hundreds of azaleas and rhododen-
drons on our mountain property, but lost them all to plant 
poachers, thus ending an experiment with expanding to a 
new location. 

The Lookout Mountain Commons is located on the top 
of the mountain and is a public facility of the City of Look-
out Mountain, Tennessee. The ball fields and tennis courts 
draw people to this park, but many enjoy the one-mile 
nature trail, called Bobbie's Walk. We will eat our lunch here 
at the pavilion and avail ourselves of the wonderful trails 
to see good examples of native azaleas, rhododendrons, 
wildflowers, and other plants. Trail maps will be furnished 
that note plant identification. 

The garden landscape of the trail is the concept of Peter 
Branton, Master Gardener and curator of this trail system 
and garden. He has been a volunteer at the Tennessee 
Aquarium and is a founding member of the Tennessee 
Valley Chapter-ARS. 

Reference 
Schild, Joe. March 2000. 'Azaleas of Reflection Riding Arbo- 
retum and Botanical Garden." TheAzalean. 22(1): 13-14, 20. 

Joe Schild has been an avid grower, propagator, and 
breeder of azaleas for nearly 33 years. He has owned and 
operated a niche nursery specializing in the species for over 
12 years. Joe is the current president of the Tennessee Valley 
Chapter-ARS, the current president of the ASA, and a mem-
ber of the Tennessee Nursery and Landscape Association. 
He says he is better known as an azalea nut and chases the 
natives' bloom each year with many fellow enthusiasts. 

78 • The Azalean / Winter 2002 



Researck Notes 

Tailed web. . . Web Sitesftr 
Hort-ice-di-um r tePtiatiok 

Donald H.Voss — Vienna,Virginia 

Bob Stelloh — Hendersonville, North Carolina 

The Internet offers a wealth of material relating to botany 
and to plants and plant names. To access a Web site, you 
must type a coded address—a URL, or Uniform Resource 
Locator—into the "Location" or 'Address Links" box near 
the top of the search page of your browser. One address 
offering links to dozens of relevant sites is that of the Cen-
ter for Study of Digital Libraries, Texas A&M University: 

http://www.csdl.tamu.edu/FLORA/tfp/tfplin ks.html  
The links provided by this site are grouped in several cat-
egories; as with any similarly organized site, one should scan 
the entire list to become familiar with its organization. 

Understanding the structure of the URL can lead to discov-
ery of additional informal ion available at a Web site. The suc-
cessive elements of the URI. can be thought of as analogous to 
directions for finding a specific file in your home office. That 
address could be written (not on the computer!) as: 
street://housenu mber/room/fi eca bi net/filed rawer/fi eid 

Entering this address will lead to a designated file. By suc-
cessively dropping elements from the end of this address and 
entering the truncated URI_ each time, one can find what else 
is in the file drawer, in the file cabinet, in the room, and in the 
whole house. 

This article shows the full [Ells for each referenced file, all 
starting with "hap://" and most (but not all) continuing with 
"www.", exactly as they must appear for computer use. Short-
hand URLs are commonly printed without these prefixes. 
Some browsers will add them for you, others will not. In case 
of a "404 (file not found)" error, add the "hap://" prefix if not 
present and try again. If you still get an error, add the "www." if 
not present and try again. If you still get an error, try working 
hack to a page that is there: delete all the text to the right of 
the rightmost"( and try again, repeatedly. 

Another site with a long list of links, also offering brief 
descriptions or comments on the available content of 
listed sites, is: 

http://www.hort.net/links  
The hort.net  site also has some plant images at: 

http://www.hort.net/gallery  

Search Engines 
For specific questions, the use of a commercial search en-

gine may or may not be more direct and economical of time 
than opening site after site in an attempt to find desired re-
sults. In terms of computer time, the commercial search en-
gine will be faster. It may, however, return thousands of re-
sults, leading to a proverbial search for a needle in a hay-
stack. Fortunately the more pertinent results are usually 
listed first. As an example, a search for "rhododendron 
carolinianum carolina gold" using http://www.google.com  re-
turned 157 results in less than a second. The first two refer-
ences returned provided the desired information. 

One should keep in mind that the search protocols for 
most of the commercial search engines find any document 
that contains "all of the words" in any order. An option is 
usually available for "exact match" to reduce the number 
of results. 

The text being sought may not appear in the part of the 
page displayed when you click on one of the links in the 
search engine results. In that case, you can scroll and vi-
sually scan the rest of the page. Alternatively, click "Edit" 
and then "Find," type in at least part of the original search 
text, and let the computer locate it on the page. Some of 
the commercial search engines, including 

www.google.com  and www.alltheweb.com  
will also search for images. 

Descriptions and Illustrations 
A growing number of Internet sites offer descriptions 

and illustrations of plants of horticultural interest. Many 
of these are nurseries, including: 

http://www.esveld.nl/cateng.htm  
http://www.greergardens.com  
http://roslynnursery.com  

The on-line catalog of Greer Gardens includes illustra-
tions, accompanied by descriptions; on its home page click 
Catalog, then click on the plant category desired. Other 
nursery Internet sites specializing in azaleas include: 

http://www.longmountainnursery.com  
http://www.lazyknursery.com  
http://www.rhodo.com  
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http://www.kinziefarms.com  
http://www.carlsongardens.com  
http://www.girardnurseries.com  
http://www.encoreaza  I ea.com  
http://www.sonomahort.com  

With the increased use of digital photography, many 
more sites with photographs of plants are appearing; some 
of these may be available through links in plant-society 
Web sites. Individual plant societies are represented in Web 
sites such as: 

http://www.azaleas.org  
http://www.rhododendron.org  
http://www.conifersociety.org  
http://www.rhododendron.dk  (Danish Chapter, ARS) 
http://rosebay.org/chapterweb/index.html  

(Massachusetts Chapter, ARS) 
http://www.rhodygarden.org/index.html  

(Rhododendron Species Foundation) 

Another category to explore is gardens and arboreta, for 
example: 

http://www.andersongardens.org  
http://www.sofiero.helsingborg.se/eng/index_eng.html  
http://www.pollyhillarboretum.org  
http://www.usna.usda.gov  
http://www.mc-mncppc.org/parks/brookside  

Personal Plant Web Sites 
Many individuals maintain Web sites. One of the best 

in terms of substantive quality is that of rhododendron 
and azalea expert Don Hyatt (his identification key for 
native deciduous azaleas is of special interest): 

http://www.donaldhyatt.com  

David Sauer, whose photographic work combines tech-
nical excellence and artistic appreciation of his subjects, 
offers images including the "New Kurumes" at: 

http://users.erols.com/dsauer  
He recommends highly a site created by Japanese aza-

lea expert Dr. Yamaguchi at: 
http://web-seisan.agrehime-u.ac.jp/dryamaguchi/virtualazalea.htm  

A gallery of rhododendron photographs has been as-
sembled by David Royster on the Web site of the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Charlotte—"The Virtual Rhodo-
dendron Garden": 

http://www.math.uncc.edu/-droyster/gardens.html  

Bob Stelloh has pictures of azaleas and other plants at: 
http://www.pbase.com/bstelloh/flora  

He also offers a number of different "armchair tours" in 
search of native azaleas at: 

http://www.pbase.com/bstelloh/trips  

General Horticultural Sites 
For a broad range of plants of horticultural interest, the 

Royal Horticultural Society maintains a site with informa-
tion about the Society, its gardens, and its scientific work:  

http://www.rhs.org.uk  
The site provides access to the database of plants in the 
RHS gardens. The search facility may be accessed directly 
through: 

http://www.rhs.org.uk/databases/su  m mary.asp 
Unlike many sites, this RHS site accepts searches for com-
mon names—not all common names and often not ones 
used in North America—as well as botanical names of 
plants. Some patience is called for: you may be left for a 
time with a blank screen while a search proceeds. 

A variety of plant information is also to be found in the 
following: 

Internet site of the International Organization for Plant 
Information (IOPI): http://iopi.csu.edu.au/iopi  

U.S. Department of Agriculture, National Resources 
Conservation Service PLANTS database: http:// 
plants.usda.gov  

This latter site, which has a truly challenging home page, 
lists both plants useful in soil conservation and the native 
flora of North America. 

Botanical Research 
For botanical research, a key site listing botanical names 

for seed plants and providing bibliographical citations for 
their initial publication is the International Plant Names 
Index (IPNI): 

http://www.ipni.org  

Combined in IPNI are the Index Kewensis, Gray Card 
Index, and Australian Plant Name Index. Prior to 1971 the 
Index Kewensis did not list infraspecific [subspecies, 
varietas, forma] epithets; the Gray Card Index is limited to 
Western Hemisphere plants. Note that these indexes list 
plant names as they were originally published; such spell-
ing may or may not conform to requirements of the Bo-
tanical Code (Greuter, 2000). Moreover, the presence of a 
name in these indexes does not mean that it is currently 
accepted. It may have dropped from use, become a syn-
onym, become an epithet at different rank, etc. 

For those wishing to do penance for their lapses in the 
use of botanical nomenclature, the text of the International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature may be found at: 

http://www.bgbm.fu-berlin.de/iapt/nomenclature/code/  
default.htm 

Two additional sites for botanical names have ancillary in-
formation relating to types, synonymy, basionyms, etc., in 
many cases incorporating current scholarly review. One of 
these is the Missouri Botanical Garden's TROPICOS database: 

http://mobot.mobot.org/W3T/Search/vast.html  

When entering a plant name for a search in TROPICOS, 
the genus, species, and infraspecific epithet may be in-
cluded; but the rank designator for the latter (subsp., var., 
or f.) should not be included. The Agricultural Research 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, maintains the 
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Nomenclatural Pitfalls Affecting Database Searches 
When searching for plant names in a database, one is often 

frustrated by the computer's refusal to find a desired name 
that is in the database. When working from hard copy, our 
minds can adjust for discrepancies encountered (sometimes 
the result of changed nomenclatural rules). For example, upon 
seeing the specific epithet balsaminaeflora (an epithet used 
in the formerly accepted genus Azalea), one makes the neces-
sary corrections mentally: the accepted genus is now Rhodo-
dendron (neuter in gender); as required by the Botanical Code, 
the connecting vowel between elements of the compound spe-
cific epithet is "-i-"not "-ae-"; and the ending is the neuter -um': 
Rhododendron balsaminiflorum. In contrast, the computer 
will (especially in Web sites dealing with scientific names) me-
chanically seek an exact match. If one searches for"Rhododen-
dron balsaminaeflora" in a database that contains the cor-
rected spelling the computer will report "not found: Alterna-
tively, if the database does contain "balsaminaeflora: the epi-
thet will be found—but will be incorrect! 

Illustrative Cases—  One author encountered difficulties of this 
sort while seeking to understand the basis for several discrep-
ancies between entries in two authoritative books dealing 
with Rhododendron nomenclature: The Genus Rhododendron 
(Chamberlain, 1996) and The Rhododendron Handbook 1998 
(Argent, 1997). In several cases where these publications were 
in agreement, checking against Botanical Code rules appeared 
desirable. The following examples of specific epithets in ge-
nus Rhododendron illustrate orthographic differences that 
may cause problems when one searches computer databases 
(the elements in question are shown below in boldface): 

The Genus Rhododendron Rhododendron Handbook 1998 

1.  championae championiae 

christii christi 

3.  christianae christianae 

faithae faithae 

5.  fletcheranum fletcherianum 

6.  matsurnurai matsumurai 

7.  uvarlfolium uvariifolium 

Specific Epithet Notes 
I. The epithet commemorates a Mrs. Champion. In a substan-
tival (noun-form) epithet derived from a modern personal 
name, the Botanical Code requires adding the stem augmen-
tation ("-i-) following a consonant (except after -er) and the 
genitive inflection appropriate to the gender of the person 
(here "-ael. Thus, championiae is correct, but will not be found 
in full-name computer searches of databases that list the epi-
thet as championae. 

2. This epithet has Greek and Latin origins and is subject to a 
special rule for such personal names. The correct form is 
christi, the Latin genitive singular based on Christus, without 
stem augmentation. 

Germplasm Resource Information Network (GRIN). This 
is an excellent source for carefully reviewed taxonomic 
nomenclature and has links to other sites: 

http://www.ars-g  rin.govinpgs/searchg rin.htm I 
http://www.ars-g  rin .g °yin pg s/tax/i ndex.htm I 

Note: for specific taxonomic queries, enter only the genus 
and species in the search field. 

Computer Search Strategies 
At this point, it is tempting to heed the advice given by 

Rodney Dangerfield (in a movie role) addressing a gradu-
ating college class: "Go home, move back in with your par-
ents—it's a jungle out there." Fortunately, plant lovers are 
a hardy lot and computer search routines offer strategies 
for dealing with problems of the sort mentioned above. 

In searching a botanical database, a "wild card" charac-
ter—often % (percent sign) or * (asterisk)—or simple trun-
cation (read instructions for each site) may be available 
for use to replace an ending. Thus "viscos%" (where the 
wild card is %) should find epithets with "viscos" as the 
first six letters. Alternatively, more drastic truncation of 
an epithet (for example, "balsam%") accommodates un-
certainty as to both the ending and connecting vowel for 
the epithet balsaminiflorum. 

Less is more! Well, usually. We can avoid the problems 
of mismatch of endings between the spellings in a data-
base and in a search query—so long as the truncated form 
of the epithet is unique. If, for example, a search is under-
taken for R. canescens by entering the search term "rhodo-
dendron can*" the result is likely to be just R. canadense. 
Note that the more popular commercial search engines 
do not provide for use of wild cards or truncation. 

Finally, it is often useful to enter only the genus name in 
the search form. In some databases, the computer will 
then list all species included in the database for the ge-
nus. In TROPICOS, however, the genus page will be dis-
played, and it is necessary to click on an option button to 
list species. Some experimentation may be necessary to 
learn the idiosyncrasies of each database's search routine. 
For example, TROPICOS offers the truncation option 
rather than a wild-card symbol; but this works only when 
applied to the final element of the search term. 

The replacement of gender endings with wild-card char-
acters (or use of a truncation option) is especially impor-
tant when searching for epithets derived from personal 
names and those used with certain genus names that dif-
fer in gender from those suggested by their endings. The 
Botanical Code (Art. 60.11) provides: "The use of a termi- 
nation (for example -i, 	-ae, -iae, -anus, or -ianus) con- 
trary to Rec. 60C.1 [modern personal names] (but not 
60C.2 [names in Greek or Latin, or possessing a well-es-
tablished Latinized form]) is treated as an error to be cor-
rected . . ." 
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3. The ending -ae appeared worth checking. If the lady com-
memorated by the epithet were a Ms. Christian, stem augmen-
tation would be required and the complete ending would be -iae. 
But her given name was Christiana, and christianae is correct. 

4. Are we to believe that the name 'Faith" has well-established 
Latinized form—perhaps "Faitha"? Failing this, the Botanical 
Code calls for stem augmentation and the spelling should be 
faithiae—another problem for searching databases that con-
tain faithae. 

5. The previous examples concerned names used as substan-
tival epithets for which the gender of the person commemo-
rated dictates the gender of the ending. The correct form of 
the epithet here is Betcherianum, an adjectival epithet from 
the name "Fletcher" Because this name ends with a consonant 
(the "-er" exception does not apply to an adjectival epithet end-
ing with a consonant), the Botanical Code calls for adding stem 
augmentation "+" plus "-anurn--  (adjectival suffix with the 
nominative ending corresponding to the neuter gender of 
Rhododendron). 

6. The ending on "matsumurar is incorrect. For a personal 
name ending in "-d(whether masculine or feminine), the Bo-
tanical Code prescribes adding `-e" not "-i" to the name: 
matsumurae is thus correct for the epithet commemorating 
Japanese botanist Matsumura. Similarly nakaharae and 
kanehirae are the correct forms for those epithets. 

7. The spelling uvariifolium is correct for a compound epithet 
meaning"with leaves resembling those of Uvaria." The Botani-
cal Code calls for removal of the genitive singular case ending 
from the initial element of the compound, leaving the stem 
uvart adding the connecting vowel ("i-lor Latin elements); and 
appending the final element of the compound, "-folium: 

Latin-form Cultivar Epithets—Many Latin-form cultivar epi-
thets originated as botanical epithets for taxa originally de-
scribed in the botanical literature. The Cultivated Plant Code 
(Trehane, 1995) provides that, if a cultivated taxon is consid-
ered coextensive with a botanical taxon, a cultivar epithet may 
be derived from the Latin botanical epithet at the rank of spe-
cies or below. When adjectival, such epithets must agree in 
gender with the gender of the genus. 

An example is the evergreen azalea R. Amoenum'. In 1852, 
Lindley named Azalea amoena. Planchon transferred it to ge-
nus Rhododendron in 1854, making the new combination R. 
amoenum (Lindley) Planchon. The change in ending reflects 
the requirement that an adjectival epithet conform in gender 
to that of the genus in which it is placed. Today, the plant is 
considered a cultivar, R. kiusianum Amoenum. 

As noted above in the section Illustrative Cases, correc-
tion of orthographic error with respect to an epithet de-
rived from a modern personal name often introduces a 
difference from spelling used in the past—that most likely 
recorded in databases. Thus (in a genus the senior author 
does not recall) a search for the specific epithet wilsonii— 

by entering "wilsonii" in the search field—resulted in a "not 
found" response; the epithet had been published as 
wilsoni almost a century ago and was so listed in the data-
base. The spelling found in a database may not be that 
currently accepted or required by the Botanical Code! 

A similar search problem may arise from uncertainty as 
to whether a personal name is of modern (subject to Rec. 
60C.1) or classical (Rec. 60C.2) origin. Determining if a name 
is Greek, Latin, or a well-established Latinization is easy in 
some cases. Most of us are aware of Alexander (the Great) 
and Augustus (Caesar). During the long post-classical pe-
riod when Latin remained the language of the arts and sci-
ences, many personal names were formed in Latin (e.g., 
Linnaeus). Thus, as substantival epithets commemorating 
these individuals we have alexandri, augusti, and linnaei. 

Far less clear to most of us is the question whether names 
such as Edith or Editha and Elizabeth or Elizabetha are 
Latin or well-accepted Latinizations (Rec. 60C.2 in the 
Botanical Code tells us that they are!). Uncertainty as to 
which rule applies to a name has the potential for causing 
mischief—underscoring the importance of substituting 
wild-card characters for endings when searching com-
puter databases for Latin botanical names. 

Article 62 of the Botanical Code deals with the gender of 
genus names and need not concern us so long as we con-
fine ourselves to Rhododendron, which is neuter. But for 
those interested in a broad spectrum of plant material, there 
are more nomenclatural pitfalls along the garden path. 

The gender of a genus name is assigned by botanical tra-
dition or, in the absence of such tradition, by the author 
of the name. As stated in the Code: "Botanical tradition 
usually maintains the classical gender of a Greek or Latin 
word, when this was well established." One aspect of bo-
tanical tradition that many find difficult to grasp is the clas-
sical treatment of most tree names as feminine in gender 
(for example, Cedrus, Fagus, Pinus), although they may 
have endings that any beginning Latin student would 
identify as masculine! In the face of uncertainty as to the 
gender of a genus name, listing all species in the database 
for the genus or using a wild card to replace the ending of 
a specific epithet is the best strategy. 

The Internet is evolving. Until it has matured and search 
standards have been agreed upon, one must have a mo-
dicum of knowledge and persistence—as well as give 
thought to search strategies—to succeed in accessing the 
wealth of information available to plant enthusiasts. 
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Coweaters in, the, garden/ 
Donald W. Hyatt — McLean, Virginia 

[This article was Don's presentation at the jOillt ARSIASA Atlanta Convention, April 19, 2002, Ed.] 

Have you noticed how computers 
seem to have invaded every aspect of 
our lives? At first, these technologies 
were tools for the scientist or engi-
neers, but as prices fell and capabili-
ties increased, creative people in all 
walks of life found new uses for these 
marvelous machines. Now with mil-
lions of powerful computers linked 
together by the Internet, there are ex-
citing opportunities to use this power 
for gardeners. I will share with you 
some of my favorite uses for comput-
ers as they relate to my garden world. 

I first gained access to the Internet 
when my students won a million-dol-
lar supercomputer in 1988. At that 
time, the Internet was quite limited 
with no World Wide Web, and virtu-
ally nothing was available for garden-
ers. Now that the Internet has ex-
panded into every subject area, it is 
clear that this is an important re-
source for every gardening organiza-
tion. The Azalea Society of America 
and the American Rhododendron So-
ciety both have excellent Web sites, 
but the Internet is not static, so our 
organizations must continue to ex-
plore new uses of this resource as 
technologies evolve. 

Basic Searching 
My students grew up in an online 

world so they rarely use some of the 
research tools familiar to me such as 
a library card catalog. They use an In-
ternet search engine instead. When 
they want to find information on 
some topic of interest, they enter a 
word or phrase into a favorite search 
engine like www.google.com, and let 
the computer do the work. In a mat-
ter of seconds, the search engine lists 
hundreds or even thousands of docu-
ments on the Internet that contain 
those words or phrases. Sometimes  

the results can be overwhelming, so 
it becomes necessary to refine the 
search to return fewer citations, but a 
more appropriate list. For instance, 
one would expect that by entering the 
words gregory and bald, the com-
puter would list pages about the na-
tive azaleas on Gregory Bald. How-
ever, since most search engines just 
return Web pages where both of those 
words appear, it may also return links 
to documents about "bald" men 
named "Gregory". By putting the en-
tire phrase "gregory bald" inside quo-
tation marks, the computer will look 
for an exact match for the full phrase. 
It is also possible to use other modifi-
ers such as plus (+) or a minus (-) to 
further refine the search. For instance, 
consider the following search string: 

"gregory bald" + azaleas - Hyatt 

This should return only Web pages 
about Gregory Bald that also contain 
the word azaleas but do not mention 
this author's name, Hyatt. As some of 
you may know, I am enamored by the 
beautiful native azaleas on Gregory 
Bald, so I have created a number of 
Web pages about that place. 

Google lists pages according to 
popularity, so when many other 
places on the Internet link to a certain 
page, it will be positioned higher in 
the list than pages with just a few 
links. In some search engines like 
www.teoma.com, they try to organize 
Web information into categories, so in 
addition to returning links to Gregory 
Bald they may often recommend sub-
categories or refined searches such as 
the Great Smoky Mountains or Native 
Azaleas as they relate to Gregory Bald. 

Searching for Maps 
Another valuable use of the Inter- 

net is access to online maps. The fa- 

miliar Web site for Yahoo also has a 
wonderful map utility that will help 
you print directions to almost any 
place in the US. Just go to 
maps.yahoo.com  and print out direc-
tions to nurseries or members of our 
Society who have invited you to their 
gardens. When hiking to see native 
azaleas in the wild, I like to have to-
pographical maps of the area. Check 
out www.topozone.com  for online 
maps, or for about $100 you can get 
the software product by DeLorme 
called TopoUSA 4.0. With that pro-
gram it is easy to make your own maps 
with much more detail that can be 
shared with others. 

E-mail 
When people gain access to the In-

ternet, one of the first things they 
learn to use is e-mail. This form of 
communication is actually becoming 
the preferred method by many 
people, partially due its rapid deliv-
ery. Letters sent via our regular postal 
system often take days to arrive, yet 
an e-mail message can be there in a 
few seconds. E-mail is great for keep-
ing a record of discussions too, since 
previous messages can be appended, 
and with all the details still in print, 
whereas spoken words can be more 
easily forgotten. There are also mail 
list manager programs that forward a 
message sent to a central location out 
to all of the members on the list. Our 
Azalea Society of America provides a 
wonderful service by allowing people 
to pose questions to the experts on 
the azalea e-mail list (www.azaleas.org). 
Sometimes, a simple question posed 
by someone can evolve into excellent 
discussions that last for days. Another 
advantage of our ASAWeb site is that 
all past e-mail messages are main-
tained in a searchable, online archive. 
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Information Sharing by Web Page 
The Internet's ability to share infor-

mation by posting it on a Web page 
and linking to other Web sites is surely 
one of its greatest assets. Initially, such 
access was very expensive, but just as 
the cost of computers has fallen over 
the years, Web hosting prices have 
fallen, too. My personal Web site costs 
me just $10 per month for 50 Mega-
bytes of space and 2 Gigabytes of data 
transfer. Check out whether your In-
ternet service provider can provide a 
place to post a Web page when they 
provide you with your e-mail address 
and access to the Internet. If you have 
information to share, put it online! 

Web pages are fairly easy to make 
and do allow one to publish to the 
world; however, they can also be used 
to organize and display information 
on a home computer. The language 
used to make aWeb page is called the 
HyperText Markup Language, or more 
simply HTML. Although it sounds in-
timidating at first, basic HTML is 
nothing more than a few simple words 
or phrases typed in normal text that 
are enclosed inside angle brackets. For 
instance, the symbol <HI> is a com-
mand to a browser like Netscape to 
start printing text in a large header 
font. The symbol </H 1 > tells the 
browser to stop printing the large font 
size. It is very easy to include images 
on a Web page, too. The command 
<IMG SRC = "yellowcloud.jpg"> will 
load a digital image of one of the 
graphics I have of the deciduous aza-
lea 'Yellow Cloud' that I have on my 
computer. It is not hard to learn a 
small subset of the HTML language in 
order to format text, display pictures, 
and link to other Web pages. With 
those tools, one can create a very use-
ful home Web site for organizing in-
formation or displaying pictures, or 
making a full Internet Web site. 

There are many programs that con-
vert simple word-processing docu-
ments into HTML; however, they usu-
ally make Web pages much more 
complex than they need to be. To 
learn some simple HTML, try out  

some of the tutorials on the Internet 
that teach people how to make Web 
pages. Use your favorite search engine 
and type in the name of popular sites 
like Webmonkey or Project Cool, or 
even just type in the phrase "HTML 
tutorial" and see what else might be 
out there on the Web. The Internet is 
a wonderful place for self-education. 

Non-Internet Garden Applications 
• Databases. Not all computer uses 
for the garden require the Internet. 
One of my favorite utilities is a pro-
gram called a database that helps me 
keep track of my nursery records as 
well as my plants. Plant name tags 
seem to fade as rapidly as my 
memory, but information that I have 
entered into my computer has a bet-
ter chance of being retained for a 
longer time because I can back it up 
for permanent storage. Personal com-
puters often come equipped with da-
tabase software, such as the Microsoft 
Works Database that came with my 
laptop. Taking the time to learn how 
to use it is worth the effort. 

The structure of a database is the first 
task to consider. Data entries need to be 
listed in separate categories called 
fields, and should contain information 
such as variety name, flower color, lo-
cation in the garden, and so on. Once 
the database is set up and the informa-
tion entered, a few simple commands 
can be used to retrieve records accord-
ing to those field names. For instance, a 
person with a large azalea collection in 
a database could easily print out all lo-
cations in the garden where a certain 
cultivar like 'Nancy of Robinhill' is grow-
ing. If a pink azalea in a certain flower 
bed has lost its name tag, it might be 
possible to identify the plant by print-
ing out a list of azaleas of the color 
"pink" that were located in say, "Bed 5". 
I have started keeping very detailed 
records of the native azaleas I have been 
studying in the wild, too. I am record-
ing the species, location, flower color, 
size, plant height, foliage characteris-
tics, and more. I also take pictures of the 
plants and flowers, then store the names  

of the pertinent graphics images. With 
all of that information in a database, I 
am able to sort plants according to any 
number of characteristics. 

• Digital Cameras. There are many 
other computer-related technologies 
that are great assets to the gardener. 
Digital cameras have become very 
powerful in recent years and just like 
computers, their prices have fallen 
significantly, too. An excellent digital 
camera can be purchased now for just 
a few hundred dollars. Pictures taken 
by a digital camera are available im-
mediately, and there is no film to be 
sent off to a company for processing. 
Images can be uploaded to a home 
computer, sent to friends by e-mail, 
or posted on the Internet. Color print-
ers have become better, too. Digital 
images can now be printed in a qual-
ity that compares favorably with stan-
dard photographs. 

• Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) 
Devices. Another thing that fascinates 
me is the use of satellite data for lo-
cating plants in the garden or in the 
wild. During the past spring season, I 
used a Garmin GPS unit to get fairly 
accurate satellite positions including 
altitude for plants I had admired in 
the wild. According to my GPS unit, 
the accuracy of my readings was 
within 10 to 15 feet. I should be able 
to use that same GPS reading to help 
locate the plants in the future. This 
data can even be plotted on my topo-
graphical maps, too. 

Future Applications and Impacts 
Looking to the future, there are cer-

tainly many opportunities for ex-
panded computer use related to aza-
leas and the Internet. However, as a 
retired teacher I feel the greatest po-
tential is in educating the public 
about our favorite plants. We need to 
begin working on Web sites that will 
educate the next generation about 
azaleas by utilizing some of the newer 
technologies that are becoming avail-
able for us to use. A phenomenal gar- 
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ttow-to make,a, Web Page With/ HTML 
By Donald W. Hyatt 

www.donaldhyatt.com  

The basic language of the World Wide Web is called "HTML", or the HyperText Markup Language. It is made up of 
commands or "tags" that control formatting and other actions. Tags are typed like normal words in a document, but a 
Web browser uses them to decide how the computer should display things on the screen. Use a text editor like "WordPad" 
(not a word-processing program like Word or Wordperfect) to type up a file like the one below and save it as plain text 
(.txt), but use the ending ".html" instead. Then click on the file name, and your computer should load the Web page. 

Here are some very basic HTML tags. Most tags act like parentheses where one form starts a command and a similar 
tag with the "slash" in front of the word stops the command. HTML tags are not case-sensitive but capital letters make 
commands easy to spot. 

HTML tags that come in pairs: 	 Example HTML file: 
Start 	End 
<HTML> 	</HTML> 
<BODY> 	</BODY> 
<H1> 	</Hi> 
<H3> 	</H3> 
<CENTER> 	</CENTER> 
<B> 	</B> 
<EM> 	</EM> 
<FONT> 	</FONT> 
<OL> 	</OL> 
<UL> 	</UL>  

Meaning 
HTML Document 
Main Document Body 
Large Header Font 
Smaller Header Font 
Centering Text or Images 
Make Text Bold 
Emphasize Text (Italics) 
Font Tags for Color or Size 
Ordered List (numbered) 
Unordered List (bulleted)  

tour.html 
<HTML> 
<BODY BGCOLOR = "#006600" TEXT = "#FFFFFF"> 
<IMG SRC = "yellowcloud.jpg" ALIGN = RIGHT> 
<CENTER> 
<H1> Computers in the Garden </H1> 
<B> by Don Hyatt </B> 
< / CENTER> 
<OL> 
<LI> Welcome to the Internet! 
<LI> <A HREF = "webpage.html"> Learn HTML </A> 
<BR>and Make a 
<FONT COLOR = "#FFFF00"> Web Page. </FONT> 
</OL> 
</BODY> 
</HTML> 

HTML tags that are single commands: 
<BR> 	Force a Break in a line or "carriage return" 
<P> 	Start a new Paragraph 
<LI> 	Identify an Item in a List 

Image Tags for Displaying Graphics: 
< IMG SRC = 'filename"> 	Source is some graphics file. (JPEG for photographs, GIF for diagrams) 
Some Image Tag Options: 
ALIGN = LEFT (or RIGHT) Positions graphic with text wrap 
WIDTH = "n" HEIGHT = "m" Gives browser sizes for faster load 

Hypertext Link Tags for Connecting to Other Web Pages: 
<A HREF = "somelink.htm"> Start of an HTML Reference Link to a file (local or on the Internet) 
</A> 	 End of the Link 

Some Common Body Tag Options: 
BGCOLOR = "#ColorNum" 

	
Change the Background to some other Color 

BACKGROUND = "some graphic" 
	

Change Background to a Graphic 
TEXT = "#ColorNum" LINK= "#ColorNum" VLINK= "#ColorNum" Change colors for Text, Links, and Visited Links 

Modifying the ColorValues: 
Each "pixel", or dot of light on the screen, is composed of RED, GREEN, and BLUE light. The actual colors we see are 
made by telling the computer what proportions of each component to display. Theoretically, there are over 16 million 
colors to choose from, but the minimal "Web palette" is composed of digit pairs in sixteen levels: 00, 11, 22, 33, 44, 55, 
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Nominating 
Committee Report 

David Nanney, Chairman —
Springfield, Virginia 

After much work, talking on the 
phone, and consultation with nomi-
nating committee members Don 
Hyatt and Joe Schild, and with input 
from the Society's board of directors, 
we offer the following slate of officers 
for 2003-2004: 

President 
Robert (Buddy) Lee 

Vice President 
Bill McDavit 

Secretary 
John Brown 

Treasurer 
Bob Stelloh 

Directors: 
Leslie Nanney 
Joe Coleman 
John Migas 

Officer Candidates 

Robert ( Buddy) Lee, candidate for 
president, resides in Independence, 
Louisiana. He has been a member of 
the Louisiana Chapter of the ASA 
since 1983 and served as president of 
this chapter from 1990 to 1992. He is 
serving his second year as vice-presi-
dent of the ASA. He is also a member 
of the American Rhododendron Soci-
ety and the Louisiana Nursery Asso-
ciation. He served as coordinator of 
the ASA national conventions in 1991 
(New Orleans) and 2000 (Charleston, 
South Carolina). He owned and op-
erated Savannah Spring Nursery, a 
wholesale plant nursery specializing 
in container grown azaleas (1973-
1986). Buddy developed the multi-
season blooming Encore 'Azaleas. He 
is presently active in the development 
and testing of new azalea varieties 
(through Transcend Nursery). In his 
work life, he is a Certified Rehabilita-
tion Registered Nurse who works with  

person suffering from stroke, mul-
tiple-trauma, and brain and spinal 
cord injuries. 

Bill McDavit, candidate for vice-
president, is a retired electrical design 
specialist for the Naval Research 
Laboratory in Washington, DC. He 
and his wife of 50 years, Mary, lived in 
Oxon Hill, Maryland, before settling 
into Sunset Beach, North Carolina, in 
1988. They collect rhododendrons, 
azaleas, camellias, and iris species 
and varieties. Their 3/4-acre garden 
and nursery, called "Azalea Sunset," 
serves as a site for in-ground evalua-
tion. Bill is a member ofVaseyi Chap-
ter and lectures on what he's learned 
about how to extend the bloom sea-
son to a variety of audiences. 

John Brown, candidate for secre-
tary, lives with his wife Carolyn in the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
raising several varieties of hay for 
horses. He is currently serving as the 
ASA secretary and as secretary of the 
Southeastern Chapter of the Ameri-
can Rhododendron Society and sec-
retary of the Vaseyi Chapter, ASA. 

His introduction to azaleas came 
about when Jim Egan founded the 
Flame Azalea Chapter of the ASA in 
the early 1980s. In its short life, that 
chapter had such speakers as Fred 
Galle and James Wells, pretty heady 
stuff for a bunch of neophytes. Those 
experiences have led to a consuming 
interest in plants in general and aza-
leas in particular. John, along with 
several co-conspirators from the 
Vaseyi Chapter, is attempting to chart 
the range of R. vaseyi. 

Bob Stelloh, candidate for treasurer, 
has been azalea gardening since 1970, 
has been a member of the ASA since 
1980, and has been the ASA treasurer 
since 1995. He develops and markets 
gardening software for the Macintosh, 
and he spends a lot of time chasing 
down native azalea sightings in the 
North Carolina mountains. 

Board of Directors Candidates 

Leslie Nanney, of Springfield, Vir-
ginia, is a member of the Northern 
Virginia Chapter and the Potomac 
Valley ARS Chapter, and enjoys at-
tending the regional and national 
conventions of both societies. She 
began collecting azaleas more than 30 
years ago, and her collection is con-
tinuing to grow, currently numbering 
more than 2,500 plants of over 1,000 
varieties. She is concentrating on ob-
taining complete collections of sev-
eral hybridizers, such as Robert 
Gartrell's Robin Hills, Pete Vines' Holly 
Springs, and Bob Stewart's hybrids 
among others. In the last few years, 
her interests have expanded to in-
clude the native azaleas and kalmias 
of the eastern United States. She has 
previously served as treasurer of the 
Northern Virginia Chapter and is cur-
rently an ASA national director. 

Joe Coleman, of Lithonia, Georgia, 
is a very familiar name to members of 
the ARS and ASA. He has been a mem-
ber of the Society since 1979, gaining 
his early inspiration from none other 
than George Harding. He is an active 
member of the Oconee Chapter, and 
he and his wife Donna organized the 
flower show for the Joint ARS/ASA 
Convention in Atlanta in 2002. He is 
speaking about Kurume azaleas at the 
upcoming 2003 Convention in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee. For more details 
about Joe, see the convention insert. 

John Migas, from Saugatuck in 
southwestern Michigan, is working 
hard on the ASA convention for 2005, 
which will be held in Michigan. We 
hear he is also gathering prospective 
members to help the ASA grow in the 
upper Midwest. John has a harsh cli-
mate and short growing season to 
contend with when growing his 250 
varieties of azaleas and 150 varieties 
of rhododendrons. He has been a 
member of the Society since 1996, but 
has been growing azaleas for 15 years 
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Chapter Growth —
THANKS 

In 2001 we had a total of 775 mem-
bers. In 2002 we had a total of 759 
members. In spite of this overall 
decrease, four chapters actually in-
creased their membership totals! 
The chapters that increased their 
membership are: 

Chapter 2001 2002 
Brookside Gardens 126 127 
Louisiana 34 36 
Tri-State 25 26 
Vaseyi 50 53 

Congratulations! And please share 
your secrets of success with us, so 
we can all grow next year! 

and hybridizing them for five. He runs 
both a general contracting firm and a 
primarily wholesale nursery. Most of 
his sales have been to landscapers and 
retail nurserymen in the area, who are 
very surprised to find the broad range 
of azalea cultivars he has successfully 
growing in his five-acre display gar-
dens. He has found membership in 
the Society to be very rewarding and 
he hopes to increase interest in the 
ASA in his area and increasing the ac-
tivity of the Tri-State Chapter. 

Membership Reports 
Membership Committee Chairs —

John Brown, Bob Stelloh 

Dues Renewal Time 
We sent out 466 e-mails in early 

September, one to each member with 
a known e-mail address. A few of 
those were returned due to bad ad-
dresses. About half of the remainder 
were information-only e-mails to our 
life members, or to members who had 
renewed for multiple years and were 
already members for 2003. The other 
half of them asked you to renew, soon, 
and offered a $1 "early-bird" renewal 
discount for checks received before 
we mailed out the dues envelopes. 

By the time we mailed the dues en-
velopes in late October, 68 of you had 
already renewed based on the e-mail 
notice. Thank you—you saved us the 
cost and effort of mailing you a dues 
renewal envelope. And our special 
thanks to you if you didn't even take 
the $1 discount you had earned. 

The address label on your dues re-
newal notice envelope shows much of 
the information we have on file for you. 
Besides your name and mailing ad-
dress, it shows your chapter affiliation, 
when you first joined, your telephone 
number, and e-mail address. Please 
check the information over carefully, 
and write down any changes or miss-
ing information on the envelope before 
you mail it with your check. And please 
mail it soon, to avoid our having to mail 
you more envelopes. 

If you can, renew for several years. 
That helps you and it helps us. You get 
to take a $1 discount for each extra 
year and save the postage, and we get 
to save some dues renewal envelopes 
and postage and put your money to 
work drawing some interest for the 
Society. 

It helps even more if you can up-
grade to a life membership. At the  

current low interest rates, that means 
you can pay your dues for around $15 
per year. And it still helps us, because 
we know we can count on having you 
as a member for a (hopefully) very 
long time, and we can again put that 
money to work for the Society draw-
ing interest. Since we treat it as an 
annuity, your life membership 
amount lasts a long time even at the 
current low interest rates. And that's 
one more dues envelope we won't 
have to mail again each year. 

Ben. Morrison/ Cliapter 
Bob Hobbs, Newsletter Editor: 

rwhobbs@mindspring.com  
Carol Flowers, Co-editor: 

dflowers@bellatlantic.net  

November 3, 2002, our speaker was 
Sarah S. Boasberg, a landscape de-
sign consultant who lives and works 
in the greater Washington, DC area, 
and who is a member of the Brookside 
Gardens Chapter. She described a 
number of gardens she has designed. 

2004 Convention Planning; Since 
the Ben Morrison Chapter is hosting 
the 2004 ASA Convention, we are 
working hard on a theme for the con- 

vention, gardens and speakers. Con-
tact Carol Segree, convention coordi-
nator, at 301-261-6215 or e-mail her 
at csegree@msn.com  with ideas or to 
offer your help. Carol will have some 
advance publicity ready to report dur-
ing the Chattanooga Convention in 
May 2003. 

The holiday meeting will be held 
December 8, with location and 
speaker to be announced. 

A warm welcome to the ASA to new 
Ben Morrison Chapter members Jim 
and Lois Duffy, from Severna Park, 
Maryland; Nanci Aydelotte, from 
Chevy Chase, Maryland; and Warren 
Leitzel, from Woodward, Pennsylvania. 

Northern/ Virgini& Chapter 
Frances Louer, Corresponding Secretary 

703-754-2824 
plouer@msn.com  

Lee McElvain, chapter secretary re-
ported in his minutes of the July 28, 
2002, meeting about the results of the 
latest crosses Jim Klimavicz and Bob 
Stewart had made. They said these 
azaleas were not up to their expecta-
tions or standards, although Lee said 
there were many beauties. As Lee put 
it, all admired their work, because "it 
made all of us realize how difficult 
their choices must be, but truthfully 
most of us would have been delighted 
to add their discards to our gardens." 

continued on page 89 
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66, 77, 88, 99, AA, BB, CC, DD, EE, and FE The first pair is 
are some examples: 

for RED, the second for GREEN, and the third for BLUE. Here 

Value Shade Value Shade Value Shade 
#FFFFFF White #000000 Black #AAAAAA Light Gray 
#555555 Charcoal Grey #FF0000 Brightest Red #990000 Dark Red 
#0000AA Deep Blue #006600 Very Deep Green #FFOOFF Bright Magenta 
#00FFFF Cyan or Brilliant Aqua #FFFFOO Bright Yellow #FFFFA8 Lemon Yellow 

Our Society Web Sites and Some Useful Internet Links 

ASA: www.azaleas.org 	ARS: www.rhododendron.org  

Search Engines and Directories: 
Google: www.google.com  Yahoo: www.yahoo.com  
Teoma: www.teoma.com  

Cool Things: 
Archives: www.archive.org  Maps: maps.yahoo.com  
Topo: www.topozone.com  

E-mail Groups: 
ASA: Join online at azaleas.org  
ARS: Join "rhodo" group at groups.yahoo.com  

HTML and Other Resources: " 
Webmonkey: hotwired.lycos.com/webmonkey  
Developer Zone: www.devx.com/projectcool/developer  
My SOL Database: www.mysql.org  
KIP for Dynamic Web Pages: www.php.net  
O'Reilly & Associates (Book Publishers): Web Design in a 

Nutsbellby Jennifer Niederst 

Other: 
Don Hyatt's Garden Center: www.donaldhyatt.com  
Michigan 411 Children's Garden Tour: 4hgarden.msu.edu  

A Tangled Web — continued 

Greuter, W, et al. 2000. International 
Code of Botanical Nomenclature (St. 
Louis Code). Koenigstein, Germany: 
Koeltz Scientific Books. 

Trehane, P., et al. 1995. International 
Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated 
Plants. Wimborne, United Kingdom: 
Quarterjack Publishing. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
The authors are indebted to com-

puter cognoscente Barry Sperling of 
Alexandria, Virginia, for valuable sug-
gestions. 

Donald H. Voss is an economist by 
training, and an active gardener with 
a scholarly interest in azaleas and 
rhododendrons. He is an expert on the 
azaleas of Robert Gartrell (Robin Hill 
hybrids) and is a former chairman and 
a current member of the Society's 
board of directors and former keeper 
of the Society's database. Don currently 
volunteers at the herbarium of the US 
National Arboreturn. 

Bob Stelloh, our treasurer, is an avid 
azalea enthusiast and former software 
engineer. He is currently very involved 
with the azaleas e-mail list and the ASA 
Web site, and with finding and docu-
menting native stands of R. vaseyi. 

Computers in the Garden - continued 

den Web site and certainly a model for 
all Web designers is the Michigan 4H 
Children's 	Garden 	Tour 
(4hgarden.msu.edu). It requires the use 
of several browser "plug-ins" such as 
Flash 5 and QuickTime Video to see 
its full potential, but what a marvel to 
be able to manipulate graphic images 
that have a 360-degree view, and link 
to interactive activities on gardening 
or video clips of children talking about 
plants. With the next generation of the 
Internet, or Internet2, data transfer 
rates will be significantly faster. It will 
be possible not only to download 
large graphic images instantly, but 
also to access full-screen streaming 
video. With online streaming video, a 
click of the mouse would bring you an 
interview or a lecture from an azalea 
expert, a tour of some past ASA con-
vention or private garden, or even a 
hike among native azaleas in the wild 
with a narrator pointing out the subtle 
details. 

The future of computers and gar-
dening is coming, but it will not likely 
be computers in our gardens as the 
name of this article implies. Instead, 
it will more likely be having our gar-
dens on the computer so we can en- 

joy that peak azalea bloom all year 
long. 

Don Hyatt, an avid hybridizer of 
azaleas and rhododendrons for over 30 
years, with a particular interest in de-
ciduous azaleas, recently retired from 
33 years of teaching high school math-
ematics and computer science. His ex-
ceptional Web pages at http:// 
www.donaldhyatt.com  demonstrate his 
ability to combine computer technol-
ogy and gardening. In his spare time 
he is also a watercolorist. Don is a 
former district director of the ARS, a 
director of the ASA, and president of 
the Potomac Valley Chapter—ARS. 

Horticulture Articles Needed 

The Azalean needs more good, hands-

on articles about how to plant, care for, 

prune, and feed azaleas in our home 

gardens. Please send ideas for articles 
you'd like to submit to your editor Bar-
bara Stump, 2945 Shady Acres, 
Nacogdoches, TX 75965 (936-462-7195). 

These articles begin their process to 

print in The Azalean as Word docu-

ments, so you can e-mail them as at-
tachments in Word to Barbara at 
bstump@inu.net  . 
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Visit ASA online 

www.azaleas.org  

Chapter News - continued 

September 29 the chapter held its 
annual plant sale at the home of Dave 
and Sharon Raden. Several choice 
Aromi hybrids were among those in 
the sale, brought back from the At-
lanta convention by Dave and Leslie 
Nanney. At this same meeting the 
chapter approved sending a $500 con-
tribution to ASA national to help with 
the budget shortfall. 

The September 2002 issue of The 
Azalea Clipper contained an over-view 
article by Barry Sperling about how he 
presented his system for keeping 
records of the azaleas in his garden. 
Usually he gives this talk with a digital 
projector so he can use his digital im-
ages directly. For this meeting he 
needed slides (to avoid the $300/day 
digital projector rental!). So he actu-
ally photographed his slides from the 
computer displays. He discussed the 
needs for databases to contain a vari-
ety of plant characteristics and growth 
patterns. Next, he discussed mapping 
in terms of using the personal com-
puter and the software program called 
Microsoft® Paint, which is included 
with many PCs. He demonstrated 
drawing the map and labeling the 
plants, screen by screen. Finally, he 
showed how the map could be linked 
to other items on your computer by 
using the software program 
Microsoft® Publisher. This is done by 
creating a "hot spot" button that could 
be activated so that a selected region 
could be clicked on to call up a related 
file. For example, an Excel spreadsheet 
of text data about the plant or a jpeg 
image of the plant could be called up 
once the appropriate "hot spot" for 
that plant was clicked. Barry says that 
while databases may not be for every-
body, "the understanding that comes 
with their construction and use make 
them a great tool: equal to the shovel 
and rake!" 

Instructions for using Microsoft® 
Paint and Publisher to make a data-
base can be downloaded from the In-
ternet at the following address: 
http://home.ix.netcome.com/-barrysperling  
Click on "Garden Database 1.1.txt.,  

then at the top of your screen, click 
on "File," then "Save As," and save it 
to your hard drive. View the file with 
Microsoft® Word software. 

November 10, Barbara Bullock, Cu-
rator of the Azalea and Rhododen-
dron Collection at the US National 
Arboretum, discussed the great gar-
dens that she has visited. The chap-
ter elected the following officers at 
this meeting as well: 

President- Barry Sperling 
Vice-President - Dan Krabill 

Secretary - Lee McElvain 
Treasurer - Dave Nanney 

Oconee. Chapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 

770-760-1569 
rudie2rudie@aol.com  

August 3, the chapter met at the 
Griffin Campus of the University of 
Georgia, Department of Horticulture 
to learn about azalea tissue culture. 
Chapter member Dr. Carol Robacker 
(UGA) organized the presentation, 
assisted by Dr. Mike Scheiber (Univer-
sity of Florida) and Sherrod Baden. 
Carol led the group to the Tissue Cul-
ture Laboratory where she demon-
strated tissue culture procedures with 
native azaleas, and some of the mem-
bers tried cutting stem segments and 
transferring them to the propagation 
medium in jars. Tissue culture is the 
asexual propagation of plants in a 
laboratory by culture and careful con-
trol of cell growth. It is a form of "mi-
cro propagation" and is sometimes 
called "test-tube cloning," because of 
the very minute size of the propaga-
tion material selected for propaga-
tion. Then Mike demonstrated propa-
gating cutting procedures. Sherrod 
demonstrated lace-bug screening, 
and members viewed lace bugs under 
a microscope. Then the group toured 
the azalea species plots and the Geor-
gia Station Research and Education 
Garden. 

The species evalitation plots con-
tain most species that are native in 
Georgia and some hybrid crosses,  

grown in shade and in sunny loca-
tions with drip irrigation; all plots are 
observed for lace-bug infestations. 
Red and reddish orange Rhododen-
dron prunifolium and white R. 
viscosum were in bloom at the time 
of the visit. 

Sixteen members attended this ex-
cellent workshop, including Buddy 
Lee from the Louisiana Chapter and 
new Oconee Chapter member Danny 
Hall from Alabama. 

The Georgia Station Research 
and Education Garden is a 65-acre 
garden that displays ongoing re-
search and demonstration projects 
containing plants that grow well in 
Georgia in 15 theme gardens. These 
garden themes are: butterfly, orna-
mental grass, turf grass, gardens for 
the physically disabled, antique 
climbing rose, rock, iris and daylily, 
children's, native plant, xeriscape, 
herb, heirloom, windbreak, and wa-
ter. All plants and grass plots are la-
beled. The garden is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
1 to 5 p.m. It is located outside of 
Atlanta; drive 35 miles south on 
Highway 19/41 to Ellis Road, turn 
right and the garden in the first 
right, at 1109 Experiment Street. For 
more information and pictures of 
the flowers in the garden, visit their 
Web site: 

www.griffin.peachnet.edu/garden  
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rit memeory 
Soucter Mcintark (1923-2002) 

William C. Miller Ill — Bethesda, Maryland 

It is with great sadness that we re-
port that Dr. Bill McIntosh, 78, suc-
cumbed to lung cancer on September 
28th at the Gilchrist Center for Hos-
pice Care in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Born in Sprigg, West Virginia, on Oc-
tober 26, 1923, the son of the late 
Baxter McIntosh and Winifred Morgan 
McIntosh, he served in the Army dur-
ing WWII, graduated from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute in 1946 with a 
degree in biology, and received a doc-
torate in biology from the University 
of Michigan in 1954. He married Joan 
Seltzer who was a researcher at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and who 
predeceased him in November of 1995. 

Bill began his career teaching and 
doing research at Ohio State Univer-
sity and subsequently entered the 
Civil Service in 1962. Federal duty sta-
tions included Fort Huachuca in Ari-
zona and later the Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, not far from his beautiful 
home in Churchville, Maryland, ap-
proximately 80 miles north of Wash-
ington, DC. Retirement in 1986 af-
forded him the opportunity to pursue 
his avocations. Bird watching and gar-
dening were his two major interests, 
and he maintained memberships in  

the ARS, the Maryland Ornithological 
Society, the Susquehannock Environ-
mental Society, and multiple local 
chapters of the ASA. 

As a member of the Brookside Gar-
dens Chapter of the ASA, he took par-
ticular satisfaction in the chapter's 
annual flower show. I will never for-
get his first show when he submitted 
his entries with perfectly typed entry 
cards. His entry cards were a thing of 
beauty. He had taken to heart my re-
marks about neatness being an ex-
tremely important factor, and he had 
a classic case of beginner's luck in his 
first competition. 

He approached every task with re-
markable energy. In 1994, Bill agreed 
to serve as national secretary for the 
ASA. To do so, it was necessary for him 
to buy a personal computer and to 
teach himself about the Internet, e-
mail, and Microsoft Access. He as-
sumed responsibility for maintaining 
the membership database and pro-
duced labels for mailing The Azalean. 
He also was a volunteer with the ASA's 
Glenn Dale Preservation Project. He 
is pictured standing before a number 
of Rhododendron kaempferi along 
Creech's row at the Glenn Dale Plant  

Introduction Station (opposite page 
79) in The Glenn Dale Azaleas Revised, 
the 1996 revision of Monograph 20. 

Only when Bill's doctor at Johns 
Hopkins described his cardiac situa-
tion as "a walking time bomb" after 
multiple heart attacks and bypass sur-
gery, did he consider cutting back on 
his ASA activities in April of 1998. 
With great disappointment, he reluc-
tantly canceled plans to relocate/re-
turn to Arizona. True to character, he 
developed a detailed briefing package 
for Art Vance who assumed opera-
tional responsibility for the member-
ship database. He wanted Art to have 
an easier time understanding how the 
system worked. 

In a personal communication, Bob 
Stelloh who worked closely with Bill 
McIntosh in managing the affairs of 
the ASA shared with me the following 
characterization on which I could not 
improve: "Bill McIntosh was a genu-
inely and completely nice person. He 
was also hardworking, modest.... ca-
pable, courteous, and meticulous." A 
recipient of the prestigious E P. Lee 
Commendation in 1995, Bill was ac-
tive at every level of the ASA and a 
personal inspiration. 

Alia* Kideuutei &woks (1928-2002) 
Bill Sweeney — Massachusetts Chapter — ARS 

"Dick" Brooks as he was known to 
most of his friends, or "Richard" as he 
was known to his siblings -was always 
a man of good humor. 

A founder of the ARS Massachusetts 
Chapter in 1970, he was truly a men-
tor for the chapter. His enthusiasm 
and love for rhododendrons was 
matched only by his desire to share  

them with everyone he met. He joined 
the ASA in 1991, and his wife is still a 
member of the Vaseyi Chapter. 

Horticulture was Dick's first avoca-
tion. According to members of his 
family he would have been perfectly 
happy to make it his life's work. His 
father, however, pressed him to enter 
a more "serious" profession, like ac- 

counting. Dick chose architecture 
probably because of its combination 
of art and science—not so very differ-
ent from horticulture. After taking his 
degree in architecture from Harvard, 
Dick joined a firm that developed a 
high reputation for his designs of pub-
lic buildings; but his love for horticul-
ture continued unabated. He grew, 
hybridized, photographed, wrote 
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about, and lectured on rhododen-
drons and other plants. 

Brooks held many offices in the ARS 
including chapter president, district 
director, eastern vice-president, and 
president of the ARS. He received 
many ARS awards including the  

Bronze Medal (1981) and the Gold 
Medal (1998), and numerous other 
awards including the Jackson Dawson 
Medal of the Massachusetts Horticul-
tural Society (1999) and the Walter E 
Winkler Award of the North American 
Rock Garden Society in October 2002. 

After early retirement for health rea-
sons, he operated Kalmia Woods 
Nurseries out of his home in Concord, 
Massachusetts, specializing in un-
usual rhododendrons, azaleas, and 
companion plants. We will miss this 
"true renaissance man." 

We are saddened to report the loss of two more Society members, Art Stubbs of Milwaukie, Oregon, and 
Betty Spady of Salem, Oregon. Eulogies for both will appear in the Spring 2003 issue of The Azalean. 

New-Members 
We welcome the following eight new members who have joined the ASA as of November 17, 2002. 

At Large 
Tom Lorenz 
37922 Northview Road 
Nashwauk, MN 55769 

Quaker Hill Native Plant Garden 
PO Box 667 
Pawling, NY 12564 
845-555-1531 
pawlingprop@prodigy.net  

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Beaudry 
7921 Deepwell Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817-1927 
301-365-0130 
beaunorm@aol.com  

Louisiana Chapter 
German Gallardo Modinger 
Ruta 5 Norte, Km 107 
Hijuelas 5 Region 
CHILE 
floriterra@terra.cl  

Phillip Dale Westmoreland 
13529 Highway 450 
Franklinton, LA 70438 
985-839-5713 

Oconee Chapter 
Carol Froude 
4544 Crest Road 
Tucker, GA 30084 
sbcatcherl @yahoo.com  

Tina Kirchoff 
203 E. 2nd Place 
Panama City, FL 32401 
850-215-1101 
mtkirchoff@knology.net  

Vaseyi Chapter 
Jim Plyler 
Natural Landscapes Nursery 
353 North Jennersville Road West 
Grove, PA 19390 

Thanks to the following members who have recently increased their investment in the Society. 

New Endowment Member 
	

Life Members 
Harold M. Dodd 
	

John and Carolyn Brown 
Frank Knight 

R. A. "Mitch" Mitchell 
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