
Chapter Growth -
THANKS 

In 2001 we had a total of 775 mem-
bers. In 2002 we had a total of 759 
members. In spite of this overall 
decrease, four chapters actually in-
creased their membership totals! 
The chapters that increased their 
membership are: 

Chapter 2001 2002 
Brookside Gardens 126 127 
Louisiana 34 36 
Tri-State 25 26 
Vaseyi 50 53 

Congratulations! And please share 
your secrets of success with us, so 
we can all grow next year! 

and hybridizing them for five. He runs 
both a general contracting firm and a 
primarily wholesale nursery. Most of 
his sales have been to landscapers and 
retail nurserymen in the area, who are 
very surprised to find the broad range 
of azalea cultivars he has successfully 
growing in his five-acre display gar-
dens. He has found membership in 
the Society to be very rewarding and 
he hopes to increase interest in the 
ASA in his area and increasing the ac-
tivity of the Tri-State Chapter. 

Membership Reports 
Membership Committee Chairs -

John Brown, Bob Stelloh 

Dues Renewal Time 
We sent out 466 e-mails in early 

September, one to each member with 
a known e-mail address. A few of 
those were returned due to bad ad-
dresses. About half of the remainder 
were information-only e-mails to our 
life members, or to members who had 
renewed for multiple years and were 
already members for 2003. The other 
half of them asked you to renew, soon, 
and offered a $1 "early-bird" renewal 
discount for checks received before 
we mailed out the dues envelopes. 

By the time we mailed the dues en-
velopes in late October, 68 of you had 
already renewed based on the e-mail 
notice. Thank you—you saved us the 
cost and effort of mailing you a dues 
renewal envelope. And our special 
thanks to you if you didn't even take 
the $1 discount you had earned. 

The address label on your dues re-
newal notice envelope shows much of 
the information we have on file for you. 
Besides your name and mailing ad-
dress, it shows your chapter affiliation, 
when you first joined, your telephone 
number, and e-mail address. Please 
check the information over carefully, 
and write down any changes or miss-
ing information on the envelope before 
you mail it with your check. And please 
mail it soon, to avoid our having to mail 
you more envelopes. 

If you can, renew for several years. 
That helps you and it helps us. You get 
to take a $1 discount for each extra 
year and save the postage, and we get 
to save some dues renewal envelopes 
and postage and put your money to 
work drawing some interest for the 
Society. 

It helps even more if you can up-
grade to a life membership. At the  

current low interest rates, that means 
you can pay your dues for around $15 
per year. And it still helps us, because 
we know we can count on having you 
as a member for a (hopefully) very 
long time, and we can again put that 
money to work for the Society draw-
ing interest. Since we treat it as an 
annuity, your life membership 
amount lasts a long time even at the 
current low interest rates. And that's 
one more dues envelope we won't 
have to mail again each year. 

Ben. Morrison/ Chapter 
Bob Hobbs, Newsletter Editor: 

rwhobbs@mindspring.com  
Carol Flowers, Co-editor: 

dflowers@bellatlantic.net  

November 3, 2002, our speaker was 
Sarah S. Boasberg, a landscape de-
sign consultant who lives and works 
in the greater Washington, DC area, 
and who is a member of the Brookside 
Gardens Chapter. She described a 
number of gardens she has designed. 

2004 Convention Planning; Since 
the Ben Morrison Chapter is hosting 
the 2004 ASA Convention, we are 
working hard on a theme for the con- 

vention, gardens and speakers. Con-
tact Carol Segree, convention coordi-
nator, at 301-261-6215 or e-mail her 
at csegree@msn.com  with ideas or to 
offer your help. Carol will have some 
advance publicity ready to report dur-
ing the Chattanooga Convention in 
May 2003. 

The holiday meeting will be held 
December 8, with location and 
speaker to be announced. 

A warm welcome to the ASA to new 
Ben Morrison Chapter members Jim 
and Lois Duffy, from Severna Park, 
Maryland; Nanci Aydelotte, from 
Chevy Chase, Maryland; and Warren 
Leitzel, from Woodward, Pennsylvania. 

Northern/ Virgini& Chapter 
Frances Louer, Corresponding Secretary 

703-754-2824 
plouer@msn.com  

Lee McElvain, chapter secretary re-
ported in his minutes of the July 28, 
2002, meeting about the results of the 
latest crosses Jim Klimavicz and Bob 
Stewart had made. They said these 
azaleas were not up to their expecta-
tions or standards, although Lee said 
there were many beauties. As Lee put 
it, all admired their work, because "it 
made all of us realize how difficult 
their choices must be, but truthfully 
most of us would have been delighted 
to add their discards to our gardens." 
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Visit ASA online 

www.azaleas.org  

Chapter News - continued 

September 29 the chapter held its 
annual plant sale at the home of Dave 
and Sharon Raden. Several choice 
Aromi hybrids were among those in 
the sale, brought back from the At-
lanta convention by Dave and Leslie 
Nanney. At this same meeting the 
chapter approved sending a $500 con-
tribution to ASA national to help with 
the budget shortfall. 

The September 2002 issue of The 
Azalea Clipper contained an over-view 
article by Barry Sperling about how he 
presented his system for keeping 
records of the azaleas in his garden. 
Usually he gives this talk with a digital 
projector so he can use his digital im-
ages directly. For this meeting he 
needed slides (to avoid the $300/day 
digital projector rental!). So he actu-
ally photographed his slides from the 
computer displays. He discussed the 
needs for databases to contain a vari-
ety of plant characteristics and growth 
patterns. Next, he discussed mapping 
in terms of using the personal com-
puter and the software program called 
Microsoft® Paint, which is included 
with many PCs. He demonstrated 
drawing the map and labeling the 
plants, screen by screen. Finally, he 
showed how the map could be linked 
to other items on your computer by 
using the software program 
Microsoft® Publisher. This is done by 
creating a "hot spot" button that could 
be activated so that a selected region 
could be clicked on to call up a related 
file. For example, an Excel spreadsheet 
of text data about the plant or a jpeg 
image of the plant could be called up 
once the appropriate "hot spot" for 
that plant was clicked. Barry says that 
while databases may not be for every-
body, "the understanding that comes 
with their construction and use make 
them a great tool: equal to the shovel 
and rake!" 

Instructions for using Microsoft® 
Paint and Publisher to make a data-
base can be downloaded from the In-
ternet at the following address: 
http://home.ix.netcome.com/-barrysperling  
Click on "Garden Database 1.1.txt., 

then at the top of your screen, click 
on "File," then "Save As," and save it 
to your hard drive. View the file with 
Microsoft® Word software. 

November 10, Barbara Bullock, Cu-
rator of the Azalea and Rhododen-
dron Collection at the US National 
Arboretum, discussed the great gar-
dens that she has visited. The chap-
ter elected the following officers at 
this meeting as well: 

President- Barry Sperling 
Vice-President - Dan Krabill 

Secretary - Lee McElvain 
Treasurer - Dave Nanney 

Oconee. Chapter 
Frank Bryan, Newsletter Editor 

770-760-1569 
rudie2rudie@aol.com  

August 3, the chapter met at the 
Griffin Campus of the University of 
Georgia, Department of Horticulture 
to learn about azalea tissue culture. 
Chapter member Dr. Carol Robacker 
(UGA) organized the presentation, 
assisted by Dr. Mike Scheiber (Univer-
sity of Florida) and Sherrod Baden. 
Carol led the group to the Tissue Cul-
ture Laboratory where she demon-
strated tissue culture procedures with 
native azaleas, and some of the mem-
bers tried cutting stem segments and 
transferring them to the propagation 
medium in jars. Tissue culture is the 
asexual propagation of plants in a 
laboratory by culture and careful con-
trol of cell growth. It is a form of "mi-
cro propagation" and is sometimes 
called "test-tube cloning," because of 
the very minute size of the propaga-
tion material selected for propaga-
tion. Then Mike demonstrated propa-
gating cutting procedures. Sherrod 
demonstrated lace-bug screening, 
and members viewed lace bugs under 
a microscope. Then the group toured 
the azalea species plots and the Geor-
gia Station Research and Education 
Garden. 

The species evalitation plots con-
tain most species that are native in 
Georgia and some hybrid crosses,  

grown in shade and in sunny loca-
tions with drip irrigation; all plots are 
observed for lace-bug infestations. 
Red and reddish orange Rhododen-
dron prunifolium and white R. 
viscosum were in bloom at the time 
of the visit. 

Sixteen members attended this ex-
cellent workshop, including Buddy 
Lee from the Louisiana Chapter and 
new Oconee Chapter member Danny 
Hall from Alabama. 

The Georgia Station Research 
and Education Garden is a 65-acre 
garden that displays ongoing re-
search and demonstration projects 
containing plants that grow well in 
Georgia in 15 theme gardens. These 
garden themes are: butterfly, orna-
mental grass, turf grass, gardens for 
the physically disabled, antique 
climbing rose, rock, iris and daylily, 
children's, native plant, xeriscape, 
herb, heirloom, windbreak, and wa-
ter. All plants and grass plots are la-
beled. The garden is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
1 to 5 p.m. It is located outside of 
Atlanta; drive 35 miles south on 
Highway 19/41 to Ellis Road, turn 
right and the garden in the first 
right, at 1109 Experiment Street. For 
more information and pictures of 
the flowers in the garden, visit their 
Web site: 

www.griffin.peachnet.edu/garden  
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