
rit memeory 
Soucter Mcintark (1923-2002) 

William C. Miller Ill — Bethesda, Maryland 

It is with great sadness that we re-
port that Dr. Bill McIntosh, 78, suc-
cumbed to lung cancer on September 
28th at the Gilchrist Center for Hos-
pice Care in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Born in Sprigg, West Virginia, on Oc-
tober 26, 1923, the son of the late 
Baxter McIntosh and Winifred Morgan 
McIntosh, he served in the Army dur-
ing WWII, graduated from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute in 1946 with a 
degree in biology, and received a doc-
torate in biology from the University 
of Michigan in 1954. He married Joan 
Seltzer who was a researcher at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and who 
predeceased him in November of 1995. 

Bill began his career teaching and 
doing research at Ohio State Univer-
sity and subsequently entered the 
Civil Service in 1962. Federal duty sta-
tions included Fort Huachuca in Ari-
zona and later the Aberdeen Proving 
Ground, not far from his beautiful 
home in Churchville, Maryland, ap-
proximately 80 miles north of Wash-
ington, DC. Retirement in 1986 af-
forded him the opportunity to pursue 
his avocations. Bird watching and gar-
dening were his two major interests, 
and he maintained memberships in  

the ARS, the Maryland Ornithological 
Society, the Susquehannock Environ-
mental Society, and multiple local 
chapters of the ASA. 

As a member of the Brookside Gar-
dens Chapter of the ASA, he took par-
ticular satisfaction in the chapter's 
annual flower show. I will never for-
get his first show when he submitted 
his entries with perfectly typed entry 
cards. His entry cards were a thing of 
beauty. He had taken to heart my re-
marks about neatness being an ex-
tremely important factor, and he had 
a classic case of beginner's luck in his 
first competition. 

He approached every task with re-
markable energy. In 1994, Bill agreed 
to serve as national secretary for the 
ASA. To do so, it was necessary for him 
to buy a personal computer and to 
teach himself about the Internet, e-
mail, and Microsoft Access. He as-
sumed responsibility for maintaining 
the membership database and pro-
duced labels for mailing The Azalean. 
He also was a volunteer with the ASA's 
Glenn Dale Preservation Project. He 
is pictured standing before a number 
of Rhododendron kaempferi along 
Creech's row at the Glenn Dale Plant 

Introduction Station (opposite page 
79) in The Glenn Dale Azaleas Revised, 
the 1996 revision of Monograph 20. 

Only when Bill's doctor at Johns 
Hopkins described his cardiac situa-
tion as "a walking time bomb" after 
multiple heart attacks and bypass sur-
gery, did he consider cutting back on 
his ASA activities in April of 1998. 
With great disappointment, he reluc-
tantly canceled plans to relocate/re-
turn to Arizona. True to character, he 
developed a detailed briefing package 
for Art Vance who assumed opera-
tional responsibility for the member-
ship database. He wanted Art to have 
an easier time understanding how the 
system worked. 

In a personal communication, Bob 
Stelloh who worked closely with Bill 
McIntosh in managing the affairs of 
the ASA shared with me the following 
characterization on which I could not 
improve: "Bill McIntosh was a genu-
inely and completely nice person. He 
was also hardworking, modest.... ca-
pable, courteous, and meticulous." A 
recipient of the prestigious E P. Lee 
Commendation in 1995, Bill was ac-
tive at every level of the ASA and a 
personal inspiration. 

Alia* Kideuutei &woks (1928-2002) 
Bill Sweeney — Massachusetts Chapter — ARS 

"Dick" Brooks as he was known to 
most of his friends, or "Richard" as he 
was known to his siblings -was always 
a man of good humor. 

A founder of the ARS Massachusetts 
Chapter in 1970, he was truly a men-
tor for the chapter. His enthusiasm 
and love for rhododendrons was 
matched only by his desire to share  

them with everyone he met. He joined 
the ASA in 1991, and his wife is still a 
member of the Vaseyi Chapter. 

Horticulture was Dick's first avoca-
tion. According to members of his 
family he would have been perfectly 
happy to make it his life's work. His 
father, however, pressed him to enter 
a more "serious" profession, like ac- 

counting. Dick chose architecture 
probably because of its combination 
of art and science—not so very differ-
ent from horticulture. After taking his 
degree in architecture from Harvard, 
Dick joined a firm that developed a 
high reputation for his designs of pub-
lic buildings; but his love for horticul-
ture continued unabated. He grew, 
hybridized, photographed, wrote 
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about, and lectured on rhododen-
drons and other plants. 

Brooks held many offices in the ARS 
including chapter president, district 
director, eastern vice-president, and 
president of the ARS. He received 
many ARS awards including the 

Bronze Medal (1981) and the Gold 
Medal (1998), and numerous other 
awards including the Jackson Dawson 
Medal of the Massachusetts Horticul-
tural Society (1999) and the Walter E 
Winkler Award of the North American 
Rock Garden Society in October 2002. 

After early retirement for health rea-
sons, he operated Kalmia Woods 
Nurseries out of his home in Concord, 
Massachusetts, specializing in un-
usual rhododendrons, azaleas, and 
companion plants. We will miss this 
"true renaissance man." 

We are saddened to report the loss of two more Society members, Art Stubbs of Milwaukie, Oregon, and 
Betty Spady of Salem, Oregon. Eulogies for both will appear in the Spring 2003 issue of The Azalean. 

New-Members 
We welcome the following eight new members who have joined the ASA as of November 17, 2002. 

At Large 
Tom Lorenz 
37922 Northview Road 
Nashwauk, MN 55769 

Quaker Hill Native Plant Garden 
PO Box 667 
Pawling, NY 12564 
845-555-1531 
pawlingprop@prodigy.net  

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Beaudry 
7921 Deepwell Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20817-1927 
301-365-0130 
beaunorm@aol.com  

Louisiana Chapter 
German Gallardo Modinger 
Ruta 5 Norte, Km 107 
Hijuelas 5 Region 
CHILE 
floriterra@terra.cl  

Phillip Dale Westmoreland 
13529 Highway 450 
Franklinton, LA 70438 
985-839-5713 

Oconee Chapter 
Carol Froude 
4544 Crest Road 
Tucker, GA 30084 
sbcatcherl @yahoo.com  

Tina Kirchoff 
203 E. 2nd Place 
Panama City, FL 32401 
850-215-1101 
mtkirchoff@knology.net  

Vaseyi Chapter 
Jim Plyler 
Natural Landscapes Nursery 
353 North Jennersville Road West 
Grove, PA 19390 

Thanks to the following members who have recently increased their investment in the Society. 

New Endowment Member 
	

Life Members 
Harold M. Dodd 
	

John and Carolyn Brown 
Frank Knight 

R. A. "Mitch" Mitchell 
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