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The introduction to the 1996 Miller 
and West revision of The Glenn Dale 
Azaleas by B. Y. Morrison begins: 

"The Glenn Dale Azaleas are 
one of the great breeding sto-
ries in the history of 
American horticulture. The 
total program lasted twenty-
five years, involved hundreds 
of crosses that produced 
some 70,000 seedlings, and 
resulted in 454 new ever-
green azalea cultivars." 

Referred to as "Inter-Group" 
hybrids, the Glenn Dale evergreen 
azaleas were the product of a system-
atic and professional government-
breeding program designed to 
achieve a defined end-point. 
Morrison's original goal was to 
develop a race of large-flowered azal-
eas, resembling the Indian hybrids of 
the southern states, which would be 
suitable for landscape use in the 
Washington, DC, area. Obviously, the 
goal changed over time as Morrison 
began to consider and focus on 
desirable characteristics in addition 
to flower size. Placed where he was in 
an organization whose mission was 
plant exploration and introduction, 
Morrison had access to a wide variety 
of germplasm to serve as the building 
blocks of his breeding program. 
Morrison's thoughtful analysis, based 
on his many years of experience, 
resulted in his use of both species 
and outstanding clonal material 
from the Satsuki, Kurume, and 
Kaempferi hybrid groups. Morrison's 
efforts led to the development of a 
cohort with varying flower size, plant 
habit, color, and bloom period of 
such quality that many Glenn Dale 
hybrids have been used by subse-
quent breeders. 

Morrison used a group of "coopera-
tors" (commercial nurseries and dis-
play gardens), through which the 
Glenn Dale station periodically dis-
tributed the new azaleas as they 
became available. It was the responsi-
bility of the commercial cooperators 
to further propagate the new azaleas 
and make them available to the gener-
al public. Released in eight official dis-
tributions of varying size beginning in 
1942, few cooperators were able to 
handle all 454, and some further 
"selection" took place over time at the 
level of the cooperators. In addition, 
time has had a negative effect on the 
commercial availability of most of the 
Glenn Dale hybrids, and comparative-
ly few are available today except 
through specialty nurseries. 

By the early 1990s, there were few 
Glenn Dale cultivars available in the 
trade, few large collections available 
for public viewing, and probably no 
complete collections anywhere, 
including at the United States 
National Arboretum. In 1993, 
Richard T. (Dick) West began the Ten 
Oaks Glenn Dale project, an effort 
fashioned after the successful USDA 
cooperator mechanism, taking 
advantage of the original Glenn Dale 
hybrids growing in the arboretum at 
the Ten Oaks Nursery in Clarksville, 
Maryland. These were the original 
plants received by the Ten Oaks 
Nursery and as such provided a 
source of labeled specimens that 
would be the basis for a redistribu-
tion program. The Ten Oaks Glenn 
Dale cooperators agreed to receive 
unrooted cuttings, to establish or 
collaborate with a local display gar-
den, and to make the Glenn Dale 
hybrids generally available in their 
regions. The cooperators were Jan 

Bowman, Orinda, California; Hugh 
Caldwell, Middleburg, Florida; Perry 
Corkern, Franklinton, Louisiana; 
Freida Hill, Pavo, Georgia; Court Lee, 
Glenn Dale, Maryland; Bob and Jay 
Murray, Colts Neck, New Jersey; 
Ronnie Palmer, Pine Bluff, Arkansas; 
Frank Pelurie, Clendenin, West 
Virginia; Ben Reid, Stockbridge, 
Georgia; 	Pete 	Sheuchenko, 
Barboursville, Virginia; Keith 
Suddreth, Lenoir, North Carolina; 
Wanda Hanners, Huntington, 
Maryland; and Barbara Bullock of the 
USNA. A complete list of coopera-
tors and their display gardens 
appears in Appendix C (page 85) of 
The Glenn Dale Azaleas Revised, 
1996, published by and available 
from The Azalea Works, Bethesda, 
Maryland. 

The establishment of a Glenn Dale 
resource garden in Chattanooga by 
Joe Schild et al. is a positive develop-
ment. As more people are exposed to 
the Glenn Dale hybrids, and the 
quality of the group is rediscovered, a 
demand will develop and more of the 
Glenn Dale hybrids will be available 
in the trade. 
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