
The paths in the lower park were laid 
out by the Chamblisses from horse-
back, sometimes following old Native 
American trails and at other times 
creating new ones to open up vistas 
of neighboring mountains and geo-
logical features or interesting plant 
specimens. 

Plant Selections 
Among the plants featured at the 

Riding are: witch hazel, cornelian 
cherries, wild geranium, blue phlox, 
fire pinks, blue-eyed Marys, native 
azaleas, fields of summer wildflow-
ers, and the vibrant fall color of the 
leaves of maples, sourwoods, hicko-
ries, yellow poplars, and purple iron-
weed. The early wildflower colonies 
were planted by Mrs. Chambliss and 
Marie Humphreys, many coming 
from seed from local gardens. The 
Humphreys were close friends of the 
Chamblisses. Mr. Humpreys assisted 
with the purchase of Sunset Rock 
Farm and served as president of the 
board from 1956-1973. Marie served 
as general manager for years after the 
death of Mr. Chambliss in 1972. Non-
native plants were also introduced in 
the early years. The most notable are 
the dawn redwoods at the upper 
pond, unusual deciduous conifers 
rediscovered in central China by 
botanists in the 1940s and reintro-
duced to cultivation by the Arnold 
Arboretum at Harvard. 

Garden Interpretation 
Because the Chamblisses were very 

sensitive to the relationship of the 
plants to the people who lived in or 
passed through this area years ago, 
they used rustic signs to tell of plant 
uses and folklore as well as to point 
out interesting aspects of geography, 
geology, or historical events. In 1967 
the Garden Club of America awarded 
them the Margaret Douglas Medal 
for Conservation Education for this 
effort. It continues today, with both 
carved and painted wooden signs 
and hand-written and illustrated 
booklets for featured gardens such as 
the Philp Ericaceous Garden. 

Garden Maturity 
As the garden has grown its needs 

have changed. In 1982, the board of 
directors commissioned Thomas 
Kain, a landscape architect from 
upper New York state, to study and 
evaluate the Riding to prepare a mas-
ter plan for preservation and devel-
opment. Under this plan, the board 
established priorities for the 1980s: 
evaluation and maintenance of trees, 
extensive plantings of new trees and 
shrubs, the first phase of trail net-
work expansion, construction of an 
irrigation system, a screened pavil-
ion, a propagation greenhouse, and a 
computerized inventory of plant life. 
Highlights of the 1990s were the 
acquisition of Cummings Bottom, 
the development of an ericaceous 
garden, expansion of propagation, 
and acquisition of Humphreys 
House. This latter building was the 
site of the luncheon stop on Friday, 
May 2. The Philp Ericaceous Garden 
is a memorial to late Chattanooga 
civic leader Robert Philp. It contains 
all the evergreen rhododendrons and 
14 of the 16 azalea species that are 
native to the eastern US. Mountain 
laurel, hollies, hemlock, ferns, and 
wildflowers grow in this area. It is 
supported by the Philp family, the 
Friends of Reflection Riding, and 
members of the Tennessee Valley 
Chapter of the ARS and the Azalea 
Society of America. 

The greenhouse complex has been 
expanded and improved to meet the 
growing demand for native plants 
that have been propagated, not dug 
from the wild. More than 200 species 
of wildflowers, shrubs, and native 
trees are propagated annually for two 
public sales and for adding to the 
Riding's plant collections. Lists of 
available plants and descriptions and 
advice for planting and care are 
available at the spring and fall sales. 
The spring Wildflower Festival offers 
many workshops and guided wild-
flower walks. 

In 1997 the Garden Club of 
America selected Reflection Riding 
for inclusion in its archives of 
notable American Gardens in the 
Smithsonian Institution. In early 
2003, it received certification as a 
Level 4 Arboretum. 

David Hopkins has been executive 
director at Reflection Riding since 
2001, but he has served on its board of 
directors from 1987-1995. He is only 
the second executive director in 45 
years. He has a well-known passion 
for native plants and is also an active 
partner in Hopkins Surveying Group, 
Inc. of Chattanooga. 

American Society for Horticultural Science 
Best Slide Category Award 

Congratulations are in order! The CD program "Selecting and Growing Azaleas• 
won the national award given by the American Society for Horticultural Science 
(ASHS) in the slide set category. Only one winner is selected in each category, so 
this is indeed a major honor. There are seven categories in all, and the CD set is 
also in competition for the Society's annual award. All category winners will be 
displayed at the Century Celebration Party of the ASHS in October 2003, to be held 
in Providence, Rhode Island. 

The CD is set up as a PowerPoint presentation for viewing of the slide set. 
Credit goes to for Oconee Chapter members and authors Frank Bryan, Albert 
Penland, James Thornton, Dr. Gary Wade (member and professor and extension 
horticulturist at the Department of Horticulture, University of Georgia College of 
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences), and to chapter members who con-
tributed slides and critiqued the several drafts of the text and arrangement of 
the material. Frank Bryan had a demonstration copy of this product set up in the 
registration area at the Chattanooga convention. 
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