
'Blushing Angel Mac; a funnel-form hose-in-hose, 
just touched with pink. 
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[This article is based on notes from the slide presentation given by Dr Joe Coleman April 30 at the 
2003 Chattanooga Convention. All photos in this article are by Di: Joe Coleman, Ed.] 

A great many interesting azalea 
hybrids were introduced in the 

past 50 years, such as 
the Glenn Dale 
hybrids, but the ever-
green Kurumes are 
worth returning to for 
their garden worthi-
ness. Kurumes are 
among the most beau-
tiful azaleas and well 
worth trying to learn 
their Japanese names 
or the English transla-
tions given to some of 
them. For example, 
this view of mature 
Kurumes from my gar-
den shows they make a 
rich landscape state-
ment. 

Some 700 named varieties have 
been selected from natural seedlings. 
The group dates back to the 16th cen-
tury on the Japanese island of 
Kyushu, where the city of Kurume is 
located. Robert Fortune collected 
garden forms of Rhododendron 
Kirishima Tsutsuji (R. obtusum 
group) and brought them back to 
Britain as early as 1844. Three species 
grown in the cool upland Kurume 
area are important to the plants we 
know as Kurumes: R. kaempferi (R. 
obtusum var. kaempferi), R. kilt-
sianunz (R. obtusum f. japonicum), 
and R. sataense, the Sata Azalea. In 
1919, Ernest H. Wilson brought 50 
Kurume clones ("Wilson's Fifty") from 
Mr. Akashi in Kurume to the Arnold 
Arboretum. However, the varieties 
introduced by the Domoto Brothers 
are more widely known today. In the 
1930s European hybridizers worked  

with Kurumes, introducing new 
hybrids such as 'Blauuw's Pink'. From 

1950-1970 Dr. John Creech made 
trips to Japan to collect more vari-
eties. Since 1983 the USDA has intro-
duced 33 new varieties. 

The Kurumes are 
hardy and, because 
they are quick grow-
ing, make large 
shrubs that can 
reach six to 12 feet 
at maturity. They 
bloom profusely, 
early to mid-season, 
mostly single, with 
hose-in-hose flower 
types in colors from 
pure white ('Snow') 
to lavender ('Blue 
Jay' and 'Lilac 
Lady') to brilliant 
scarlet 	(lied 
Glitters' 	and 
'Aratama'). Flower 

sizes range from 1/2" to 1-3/4" 
across. Kurumes are easily grown and 

frequently planted in 
Georgia. In flower 
shows the Kurumes are 
noted for their "softer 
colors" or "piercing 
colors." Tiers of color 
can be made with 
Kurumes by trimming 
and shaping them in 
ascending rows; they 
have even been used in 
formal pattern gar-
dens. Nuccio's Nursery 
in Altadena, California, 
has been a good source 
for us. Their catalog 
lists 29 old Kurumes 
and 21 newer Nuccio 
introductions. 

Following are only a few of the 71 
slides showing how versatile the 
Kurumes are as garden specimens. 
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'Painted Lady' displays streaking, sectoring, and flecks such as are 
also seen in the Satsuki. 

Dr. Joe Coleman has been associated with the ASA since 
the founding of the organization in 1979. With his wife 
Donna, he has worked for the past 22 years to create a gar-
den of collections of azaleas, rhododendrons, Japanese 
maples, hostas (if the deer leave them alone), ferns, and 
numerous natives, particularly, the beautiful native azal-
eas of Georgia. Since the Kurume azalea is of especial inter-
est to Dr. Coleman, he has made every effort to blend a full 
palette of awesome shades of the Kurumes in his garden. 
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'Salmon Bells', a salmon form of the highly popular 'Coral Bells: 
	

'Aratama', with its brilliant, single, 1-3/4" scarlet flower is one of the 
33 new introductions sent from Japan in 1983 to the US National 

Arboretum and other cooperating nurseries. 
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