
The 2004 national meeting and con-
vention was a grand success. Thanks 
to everyone involved, especially Bob 
McWhorter and Carol Segree, for work-
ing so hard to make sure everything 
ran so smoothly. The wonderful tours, 
informative talks, and being with old 
friends and making new friends made 
this convention very memorable. The 
weather was favorable and the azaleas 
were in full bloom. And who could ever 
forget the famous "Pot Heads" with 
their outrageous costumes and gifts. 
Thanks again, Ben Morrison Chapter 
for an enjoyable convention and a job 
well done. 

The Lake Michigan Chapter, John 
Migas and crew are busy getting every-
thing ready for the 2005 convention in 
Holland, Michigan. They have been 
planning for a couple of years, and 
everything is falling into place. I'm 
assured that not only will we see lots of 
blooming azaleas but also thousands 
and thousands of blooming tulips. I 
can hardly wait until next spring. 

Letter to the Editor 

I thoroughly enjoyed "Growing 
Rhododendrons and Azaleas in the 
Midwestern Garden," by the late 
Charles Mann in the Spring 2004 issue 
of The Azalean [26(1): 9-10]. He had 
obviously learned a lot about grow-
ing our favorite plants in a challeng-
ing environment; however, I offer two 
short cautionary notes about mulch 
and ground covers. 

I agree with Charles' comments 
about the benefits of mulch and feel 
the concerns he states can be over-
come. Applying a heavy layer of mulch 
after first frost avoids the delay in 
hardening off for the winter, and leav-
ing a 1" bare space around the stem 
eliminates the safe haven for insects 
that may munch the stem. A third 
concern is his recommending peat 
moss as a mulch. I much prefer using 
leaves, pine straw, or shredded pine 

I would like to thank the board 
of directors and officers for two very 
productive board meetings this past 
May. Two of the motions that were 
adopted by the board were the Azalea 
City Program, chaired by Joe Schild, 
and the Archives Project, chaired by 
John Brown. A lot of time and energy 
has gone into both of these projects, 
and there is still a lot of work to be 
done. I have high hopes that both of 
these projects will be very successful. 
Tom Milner and Ronald Hooper are 
brand new members of the board, 
and I welcome them and look forward 
to working with them and hearing 
their new ideas. Margie Jenkins and 
Donald Voss are leaving the board, 
and I have surely enjoyed working 
with these two very knowledgeable 
and dedicated people. Thank you all. 

If anyone wishes to become active 
with the board or with a committee, 
please contact me or any of the offi-
cers. This is your Society; your opin-
ion and participation are important. 

bark rather than peat moss. As well as 
being expensive and a non-renewable 
resource, after peat moss dries out, it 
can shed water like a duck's back. 

I also agree with his suggested use 
of groundcovers for their utility in 
eliminating weeds, as well as for their 
general attractiveness. However, at 
least in our climate, I suggest avoid-
ing vine-like groundcovers such as 
the Vinca minor and Pachysandra 
terminalis he recommended. Here, 
they are as aggressive as English ivy in 
covering up low-growing azaleas, and 
I actively eliminate all three. I suggest 
instead using any of the many avail-
able low-growing and clump-forming 
(or at least easy to pull) groundcovers, 
including the Ajuga he mentioned. 

Sincerely, 
Bob Stelloh, 
Hendersonville, North Carolina 
USDA Zone 7 

Azalea/ Society 
of APR-err-ca. 

The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the 
District of Columbia, is an educa-tional 
and scientific non-profit association devot-
ed to the culture, propagation and appre-
ciation of azaleas Subgenera Tsutsusi and 
Pentanthera of the genus Rhododendron in 
the Heath family (Ericaceae). 
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Chapters 
Brookside Gardens 	Ben Morrison 
(chartered Aug. 1979) 
	

(chartered May 1980) 
Dr. Charles Evans, Pres. 	Carol Segree, Pres. 

Northern Virginia 
	 Louisiana 

(chartered May 1980) 
	

(chartered lune 1981) 
Barry Sperling, Pres. 	James Campbell, Pres. 

Tri-State 	 Dallas Chapter 
(chartered Oct. 1981) 
	

(chartered May 1989) 
Robin Hahn, Pres. 	Eugene Westlake, Vice-Pres. 

Oconee Chapter 
	Vaseyi Chapter 

(chartered Nov. 1991) 
	

(chartered June 2001) 
Allison Fuqua, Pres. 	 Ed Collins, Pres. 

Lake Michigan Chapter 
(chartered May 2003) 

John Migas, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all inter-
ested parties for an annual amount of 
$25.00; life-membership for an individual is 
$500.00. Members receive The Azalean and 
are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chap-
ter with which the member affiliates. For 
information and a membership applica-
tion, write to the Membership Committee, 
Azalea Society of America, 1000 Moody 
Bridge Road, Cleveland, SC 29635. 

President's Letter 
Robert (Buddy) Lee — Independence, Louisiana 
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