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Wl
en Ben Morrison retired in the early 1950s from 

ilis job as the director of the US National 
Arboretum, his move to Pass Christian, Mississippi, was 
the end point to a planned transition that had been 
under way for a number of years. In the words of the 
local Chamber of Commerce, "The Pass" is a small and 
quiet "health and pleasure" resort town located on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 59 miles east of New Orleans and 
60 miles west of Mobile. "Back Acres," the very modest 
home of Ivan Anderson, after which the azalea hybrid 
group is named, is located just to the north outside of 
The Pass city limits in a predominately rural setting. It 
provided Ben Morrison with the privacy and facilities to 
pursue his interest in azaleas until his death in 1966. 

Morrison is well known for his efforts in the develop-
ment of the US National Arboretum, the development of 
the Glenn Dale and Back Acres hybrid azaleas, and his 
tireless support of the American Horticultural Society, 
but his considerable legacy also includes many letters 
that he wrote to friends, colleagues, and acquaintances. 
An excellent example is the group of letters that he wrote 
to Hugh Caldwell which were published in The Azalean 
in the early 1980s (1, 2). The value of these Morrison let-
ters is that they provide historical perspective on events 
occurring during that time and first-hand comments and 
opinions about the plants he developed and introduced. 

Another of Morrison's correspondents was Mrs. William 
F. (Corinne) Murrah of Germantown, Tennessee, after 
whom a Back Acres hybrid is named. In a 1972 letter to 
George Harding (3), Corinne Murrah stated that she first 
met Ben Morrison when he came to Memphis to speak to 
her garden club in 1954. It is suggested, however, from 
the copies of Morrison letters that I obtained from Mrs. 
Murrah's daughter (Mrs. Paul P. Wilson, a.k.a. Corinne M. 
Wilson) in 1992, that the Memphis lecture took place in 
1953, since Morrison tells her in a 1953 letter that he "had 
a grand time in Memphis and am happy if it was of value 
to you and your club." (4) 

The purpose of this is to introduce the letter dated 
February 11, 1953, that Ben Morrison wrote to Corinne 
Murrah. Ben Morrison tried to reduce the 454 Glenn Dale 
hybrids to a manageable series of "family groups." Herewith 
follows the letter largely unaltered, although punctuation 
marks and words were added parenthetically for flow, and 
single quotes were applied to the azalea cultivar names. 

Mrs. William F. (Corinne) Murrah of Germantown,Tennessee. 

(Photo obtained from Mrs. Paul P Wilson, her daughter.) 
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Pass Christian, Mississippi 
11 February 1953 

My dear Mrs. Murrah, 

Everyone tells me how confused they are when they are faced with the long list of 
Glenn Dale hybrids. I know of no sure way to help out except to say that there are 
certain "family groups" and that one need not have many from each group unless it 
happens to be something he particularly likes. 

For example: I wanted a northern substitute [for] 'Elegans' which is not hardy. I 
got a whole series of most lovely pinks, better in plant habit and with a fair range 
of pinks all clear and fine and contrasting well one with the other. They include: 

'Alexandria' 'Dawning' 'Modesty' 'Temptation' 

'Allure' 'Desire' 'Roselight' 

'Chloe' 'Dream' 'Serenade' 

'Circle' 'Echo' 'Serenity' 

If I had to choose one, it would be 'Dream' with 'Echo' and 'Temptation' close on 
its heels. 

Again: To reproduce the "Kurume effect" but later in the season. Probably too many 
of these but they are all lovely. Mostly in the coral pink range. 

'Captivation' 'Fashion' 'Nerissa' 'Romance' 

'Coquette' 'Favorite' 'Opera' 'Souvenir' 

'Coralie' 'Gracious' 'Paradise' 'Thisbe' 

'Demure' 'Hopeful' 'Peerless' 'Vanity' 

'Enchantment' 'Illusion' 'Peter Pan' 'Winner' 

'Evensong' 'Magic' 'Pirate' 

'Fanfare' 'Melanie' 'Prudence' 

And I probably missed some! Of these I could not name a favorite, as I like that 
type of color. 

Again if you would like variety in the tall types of Kaempferi habit but with 
larger flowers and usually a dark blotch on the upper lobes there is another family. 
I happen to like this type very much and find that it almost takes the place of the 
darker colored "mollis hybrids." 

'Antares' 'Evangeline' 'Mascot' 'Tango' 

'Bacchante' 'Isolde' 'Minstrel' 'Tristan' 

'Brangaene' 'Jongleur' 'Pied Piper' 'Troubador' 

'Bridal veil' 'Marionette' 'Seneca' 

I like all of them but 'Marionette' and 'Tango' 	 probably. 

If you should want purples - and some do [,] the following poukhanense hybrids 
are beautiful. 

'Muscadine' 1 	'Templar' I 	'Viking' 'Zulu' 
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A series that is almost uniformly good (all sisters) is: 

'Bolivar' 'Elizabeth' 'Kathleen' 'Marjorie' 'Regina' 'Sea Shell' 

'Carnival' 'Fakir' 'Leonore' 
Mary 
Margaret' 

'Remembrance' 

'Copperman' 'Gaiety' 'Madrigal' 'Phoebe' 'Rosalie 

'Cremona' 'Jessica' 'manhattan' 'Pink Star' 'Samson' 

Of these I could not spare 'Copperman', 'Phoebe', 'mary Margaret', 'Cremona', 
'Fakir'. 

When it comes to the large-flowered latish things, I could not possibly make a list 
for any one. My personal tastes are so definite and are so confused with my interest 
and pleasure in accomplishing certain goals that I am not too sure of my judgment. 
All are good. The white and striped whites are all superb. I am not exaggerating. I 
personally could not do without 'Helen Close', 'Arctic', 'Cygnet' for pure white with 
'Angela Place' running up. 

For pure pinks: 

'Louise Dowdle' 'Crinoline' 	(white eye) 

'Lillie Maude' 'Masterpiece' 

'Helen Gunning' (white eye) 'Mavis' 	salmon pink with eye sometimes 

For the purple series: (Lovely too 

'Fawn' 	(white eye) 

'Sarabande' 	(lilac edges with white eye) 

'Martha Hitchcock' 	(purple with white eye) 

'Nocturne' 	deep carmine purple 

'Valkyrie' 	almost same color but earlier 

For early white: 
'Samite' very early, 'Glacier' midseason, 'Treasure' and 'Sheila' tinted whites. 

Very early apple blossom color-'Dayspring' (blooms off and on all winter) 

For blazing light red-'Red Robe'. This blooms here from October to April, except 
when frost takes off the current crop of flowers. 

The stripes I leave to your best guesses. Remember that in landscape effect, they 
make the perfect transition from pure white to solid colors, serving as the "blending 
unit." Except in a few cases, the stripes are not blatant. I happen to like them, 
just as I like striped carnations, the old Bizaare and Bybloem Tulips (not the broken 
Darwins, etc.), and I have been secretly amused to see many a visitor scream disap-
proval and then end up by selecting stripes as their favorites. The nurserymen confirm 
this. 

This should be enough to ruin any one's sense of what to choose and it may per- 
fectly well be that you will not agree! But there it is 	 

With all good wishes, Ben Morrison. 
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