
At Zemurray Gardens huge pines are down, 
but sculpture is still intact. (Photo by Buddy Lee) 

Tit& revistar of 	and September 
A Report by Members of the Louisiana Chapter 

[Thanks to Bill Bode for reporting on his survey for this article and to Buddy Lee for the news from Zemurray Gardens 
in his Transcend Nursery. The information is current as of February 14 and 19, 2006, respectively, Ed.] 

The Louisiana Chapter has hosted three national ASA 
conventions, so many of you have visited our gardens, 

both public and private. This report is a compilation of 
interviews with those owners, keepers, and caretakers 
who faced the storms, Katrina and Rita, and their assess-
ment of damage to their gardens. Most of the Louisiana 
Chapter's members live in the central Gulf South area, 
which extends from Alabama to Texas. These storms 
caused a terrible loss of life; villages, towns, and cities 
were destroyed; and hundreds of thousands of homes and 
gardens were lost. All of this has been on your radio or tel-
evision, and in your news-
papers.—But what hap-
pened to azaleas? How did 
they fare in such adversity? 

Hurricane Katrina in 
August and Hurricane Rita 
in September were consid-
ered Category III storms on 
the Safir-Simpson Scale as 
they crossed the coastline; 
however, the storm surges 
generated by them were in 
no way equal. Katrina's 
surge in some areas was cal-
culated to be 35 feet, while 
Rita's was estimated at 9-13 
feet. Katrina had an abnor-
mally large diameter, so that 
some members were sub-
jected to hurricane force 
winds for as long as 7 hours. 
The material for this article was gained by interview by 
telephone, in person, or by e-mail from members of the 
chapter, and their comments are noted. Bill Bode did the 
bulk of the data collection and reporting. The survey was 
based on questions about the amount of damage sus-
tained from four factors: 

1. Either line or cyclone winds. 
2. Falling or flying objects. 
3. Tidal surge. 
4. Fresh water flooding or standing water. 

Hurricane Katrina Damage 
The following extract is from a member on the east side 

(wet side) of Hurricane Katrina. 

Bellingrath Gardens. Located near Theodore, 
Alabama, this was one of the sites visited on the tours  

during the 1999 national ASA meeting in Mobile, 
Alabama. Dr. William Barrick is the director and kindly 
furnished this information by phone. This garden has 
been one of the major attractions on the Gulf Coast for 
many years for both Gulf Coast residents and visitors. It 
probably has more visitors than any private garden from 
Pensacola, Florida, to Beaumont, Texas. Some of you will 
remember the magnificent live oaks as well as our 
beloved azaleas. Dr. Barrick told me that while the oaks 
escaped major damage, they do show the effect of 100+ 
mph winds. Mobile, several miles to the east of 

Bellingrath Gardens, experi-
enced major flooding. Dr. 
Barrick reported no major 
standing water or tidal surge, 
and lastly he told me "the 
azaleas fared well and some 
are even in bloom today." To 
which I said, "Amen." 

The following extracts are 
from members living on the 
west (dry side) of Katrina. 

Dr. John Thornton's Push-
epetappa Nursery is located 
on Louisiana Highway 1072, 
in Washington Parish, and 
near the village of Pine, 
Louisiana. This garden suf-
fered major damage overall. 
However, the azaleas planted 
in the ground, including 
those of the Glenn Dale dis-

tribution, were not damaged to any great extent by the 
line winds. John's neighbor has an anemometer and told 
John that he recorded sustained winds of 100+ mph for a 
period of 4 hours. The main damage done to this nursery 
was caused by falling oak trees and flying branches. Oaks 
have such large crowns that they frequently damage 
structures, pumps, pipes, electric and communication 
lines. Since John was unable to secure an adequate gen-
erator, all chance of irrigation was lost. John lost electric 
power and communications, since the cell phone towers 
were inoperable. The moderate drought that followed 
added to his loss. 

Thomas Milner III lives as he claims "in the dead cen-
ter of Harrison County, Mississippi" and was very close to 
the "eye" of Katrina. He was subjected to hurricane force 
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Transcend Nursery propagation yard survives, despite a number of pines 
down around it. (Photo by Buddy Lee) 

winds for about 8 hours. Thorn's place is 
heavily timbered with pines, or at least it was. 
He estimates that 1000 trees were lost to the 
storm, and a goodly number fell on seedling 
and propagating areas, resulting in severe 
losses so that even now he is unable to get to 
parts of his nursery because of the amount of 
fallen timber yet to be removed. Additional 
losses occurred due to drought: Even though 
he had adequate generators to run the irriga-
tion system, he ran out of fuel and had to cut 
his way out to replenish it. When he got to the 
fuel source no fuel was available. Some days a 
guy can't lay up a dime! He voiced his concern 
for the future of the growing areas that 
encountered the tidal surge because of the 
residual salinity and the depositing of other 
toxic substances. His nursery was not subjected to this. 

Margie Y. Jenkins Nursery and Farm is located just off 
Louisiana Highway 16 one mile west of the Tangipohoa-
Washington Parish line. Damage was moderate in the 
nursery area, but little if any in the propagating and 
seedling areas. This required some extended effort by the 
Jenkins family, and that exploit will be told a little later 
on. Margie experienced the same weather conditions as 
did John Thornton. The day after Katrina went elsewhere 
Margie found that the generators in place were not of suf-
ficient size to operate the full irrigation system to provide 
adequate water for the time she knew the power would 
be off. She began a search for supplementary generators, 
and found that none were available in the immediate 
area, nor were any in Baton Rouge, Alexandria, or 
Lafayette, Louisiana. After several misadventures one of 
sufficient size was found in Houston, Texas. And so a 
Ford-350 pickup with trailer rode out to save the day. All's 
well that ends well, even though it takes a journey of a 
1000 miles to make it happen. 

Folsom Nursery, owned by Ms. Pat Newman, is located 
on Louisiana Highway 40 east of the village of Folsom in 
St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana. It is a moderate size 
wholesale nursery that takes pride in the number of vari-
eties of azaleas it has for sale. The storm damage experi-
enced here is a different story. It is a well-known fact that 
tropical storms spawn lots of tornadoes; Katrina did just 
that and saved one for Folsom Nursery. The damage 
caused by that one was severe to catastrophic to the "can 
yard" which was about 6 acres in size and covered by 
pines 60-75 feet tall. The day I visited, bulldozers were fin-
ishing the removal of all those trees and the lost azaleas. 

David Boyd Jr. is a research entomologist at the USDA 
Southern Agricultural Centu in Poplarville, Mississippi.  
His area of interest is in nursery production of azaleas. 
Reports he has received from local growers indicated 
"the nurseries fared well" and that no reports of "surge 
water" had been received. 

Zemurray Gardens is located approximately 60 miles 
north-northwest of New Orleans. This 120-acre garden, 
including the 20-acre Mirror Lake, was begun in 1928 by 
owner Sam Zemurray, a wealthy banana tycoon. The land 
is presently owned and maintained by the 
Reimer/Schneider family and is managed by Bennett & 
Peters, Inc., Forestry Consultants. During the 1991 
national ASA convention, this garden was one of the 
stops on the day tour of the area north of Lake 
Pontchartrain. The garden is open to the public during 
the spring azalea bloom, and has become an annual des-
tination for many locals and tourists alike. 

Hurricane Katrina was not kind to this area of south-
east Louisiana, and Zemurray Gardens sustained signifi-
cant damage. According to Ken Robbins, who works for 
the management company, about 80 percent of the large 
pine trees (approximately 1000 trees) that stood so state-
ly throughout the gardens were blown down or snapped 
in two. As the eye of the storm passed to the east, sus-
tained winds estimated at 85 to 95 mph, with much high-
er gusts, roared through the gardens for several hours. 
Amazingly, all of the imported European statues were left 
undamaged. The fallen and damaged trees have been 
removed, and most of the roads in the gardens are now 
accessible. There is extensive damage to the azaleas from 
the fallen trees; however, a large portion of the azaleas 
should survive and do quite well in the future. The own-
ers and the management company are now in the 
process of evaluating the future direction of the garden. 
While walking down the trails, it is heartbreaking to see 
the damage that has occurred. Even with the damage 
from this catastrophic storm, somehow one can still feel 
the special magic of this magnificent place. Beyond the 
uprooted trees and damaged azaleas, I can envision, and 
hope for, a bright future for Louisiana's best kept secret 
garden, Zemurray Gardens. 

Transcend Nursery, owned by Buddy Lee, had approxi-
mately 60 trees blown down or damaged so significantly 
that they had to be removed. Fortunately, the irrigation 
system was not that badly damaged, and plants were 
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watered with power supplied by a gas generator. The 
extreme heat and drought that followed the storm for 
several weeks severely stressed and killed many older, 
established azaleas in the area. Cleanup is still underway, 
with mostly removal of small debris from the flowerbeds. 

Hurricane Rita Damage 
Robert Turley, Calcasieu Agricultural Center,  Lake 

Charles. Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.  Wind damage to 
azaleas planted in the ground was minimal; however, 
damage was severe to those that were subjected to tree 
fall and flying debris. Calcasieu Parish is in the southwest 
tip of Louisiana, and has an extended shoreline—both 
Gulf Coast and Mississippi River—and therefore is sub-
ject to tidal surges on two sides resulting in severe flood-
ing. The heavily treed Allen, Beauregard, and Vernon 
parishes surrounding Calcasieu, all north and east of 
Lake Charles, suffered extensive damage. 

Hodges Gardens  is located on US Highway 171 in 
Sabine Parish, between Many and Leesville, Louisiana. 
This area is well known to fishermen (Toledo Bend Lake)  

and soldiers (Ft. Polk) and is heavily treed with second-
growth pine and various oaks. Lynn Musick is the director 
and was not available when I called, but a spokesperson 
told me that while the garden had sustained considerable 
damage, "the garden is open and looking forward to the 
spring." 

Conclusions 
1.Azaleas are tough and resilient. 

2.They do not like salt-water baths. 

3.They are very tolerant of pine trees, but not when 
hurricane winds are in the neighborhood. 

Bill Bode has been president of the Louisiana Chapter 
1995-1996 and 2005-2006 and was president of the Men's 
Garden Club of Baton Rouge from 1969-1970. He was pres-
ident of the ASA from 1999 to 2001. He retired from a 
career as a hospital representative of the pharmaceutical 
industry (Merrell-Dow) in 1985. Buddy Lee is currently 
president of the ASA. 

NairMestbeiff 
At-large Members  
Betty Bottemiller 
3405 Buttermilk Lane 
Arcata, CA 95521 
907-822-4935 
rxmeds1@cox.net  

Tim Charpia 
1300 Jahnz Avenue 
Summerville, SC 29485-11 
843-875-1167 

Carl Randolph Maphis 
7476 Skipper Lane 
Tallahassee, FL 32317 
850-878-3872 
crmaphis@comcast.net  

The following members joined the Society as of March 31, 2006. 
Walter Stone 	 Karen & Herb Tews 
3801 Mt. Airy Drive 	 6446 Island Lake Road 
Mt. Airy, MD 21771 	 Saugatuck, MI 49453 
301-831-0720 	 269-857-2648 

Lake Michigan Chapter 
David & Dawn Alexander 
3489 64th Street 

67 	Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-3167 

Dick Bont & Stacy Honson 
431 Spear Street 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-3117 

Linda Charvat 
Rosebay Nursery 
6394 Old Allegan Road 
Saugatuck, MI 49453 
269-857-2479 

Pete & Trevah Hartsuiker 
5275 M89 
Fennville, MI 49406 
269-561-2016 

Robert Hutchinson 
2432 58th Street 
Fennville, MI 49404 
269-561-2713 

Ben Morrison Chapter 
Jennifer & Bryan Thomas 
220 Price Station Road 
Church Hill, MD 21623 
443-362-0154 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 
Brian Barr 
9906 Tenbrook Drive 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 
301-385-3868 
bbarr@hillwoodmuseum.org  

Louisiana Chapter 
Mrs. Randall E Bracy 
64624 Dummyline Road 
Amite, LA 70422-5250 
985-746-4716 

Leon R. Volterre 
3201 St Charles Avenue Apt 321 
New Orleans, LA 70115 

Oconee Chapter 
Ester B. Medford 
211 Ray Cole Road Ext. 
Dallas, GA 30157 
770-445-0473 
emedf@allstate.com  

Vaseyi Chapter 
Barbara Patton 
31 Flame Leaf Lane 
Hendersonville, NC 28739 
828-693-9192 
barbp1121@aol.com  
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