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Ferns as Companion Plants For Azaleas  

by George Phair 
Potomac, Maryland 

—Ferns, God's gift to the shade gardener, 
dd a graceful backdrop to soften the stiff 

outlines of azaleas, provide contrasting 
shades of green, and come in shapes and 
sizes to complement azaleas of almost any 
growth habit. In' the discussion that 
follows I will try to select from the 30 
species and varieties of fern that I grow 
those that seem to me to have particular 
landscape value. 

Ferns are resilient, but the further 
they are moved from their optimal natural 

t—"qabitat the smaller and less luxuriant they 
Jecome until a point of failure is reached. 
It follows that in planting a particular 
fern it is wise to consider the conditions 
of its natural habitat and take steps to 
meet its basic requirements. Fortunately 
for the gardener who can rarely duplicate 
the optimal environment, the habitat bound-
ary conditions — the limits of tolerance — 
tend to intergrade. 

Ferns may be subdivided according to 
their preferred natural habitats as follows: 

I. Ferns of the semi-shaded to open 
marsh. 

2. Ferns of the shaded woods: 
A. Ferns of the moist woodlands. 
B. Ferns of the dry woodlands. 

3. Ferns of the semi-shaded to shady 
rocky ledges: 
A. Ferns that like acid soils. 
B. Ferns that like lime-rich 

soils. 

With the exception of many but not all 
"Nembers of habitat 3B above, ferns in all 
categories adapt well to the acid soils rich 
in humus preferred by azales. In general 

(continued at page 2) 

Satsuki Azaleas As Bonsai  

by Jack C. Crowley 
Sacramento, California 

Growing Satsuki as bonsai presents a 
challenge with rewards as varied as the 
flowers themselves. While most azalea spe-
cies will occasionally develop a "sport," 
Satsuki hybrids do it all the time. Al-
though some Satsuki are relatively stable, 
most have color variations, not only from 
year to year but on the same plant at one 
time. In some, variability is so great that 
no two flowers on one plant are alike. Petal 
shape can also vary with full rounded blos-
soms and spider shaped petals and blooms 
that appear to be made of lace. Blossoms 
with five, six or more petals occur on 
some Satsuki. In addition, leaves can be 
variable with light yellow or cream-colored 
marks and blotches. 

Satsuki are becoming increasingly more 
popular on the West coast as evidenced by 
the number of clubs devoted to growing 
Satsuki as bonsai. Satsuki have been grown 
as bonsai for many years although the 200-
to 400-year-old plants sometimes seen in 
exhibits are probably plants acquired from 
a garden or in the wild and shaped into 
bonsai. It is interesting that some of the 
older Japanese enthusiasts never allowed 
their plants to bloom, feeling that flower 
size and color detracted from the appearance 
of a fine old tree shaped and pruned to 
represent ancient pine or cryptomeria. The 
most difficult part of growing Satsuki as 
bonsai is the styling, wiring, pruning, etc. 

If you want to try bonsai with Satsuki, 
and I urge you do, begin by taking your 
Satsuki cuttings from around a flower that 
represents the variety true to the parent 
plant. The writer tags the representative 
bloom, waits for the shoots to elongate two 
to four inches and takes the cutting. The 

(continued at page 13) 
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Ferns As Companion Plants For Azaleas (continued from page 1) 

the habitat in turn dictates usage in the garden. Uses considered in this summary 
are: (a) as specimen plants to accent a shady corner, (b) as grouped companion 
plants to medium and tall growing azaleas and other likesizeti members of the heath 
family, (c) as companion plants to dwarf azaleas in the semi-shaded rockery, and 
(d) as ground covers in shaded areas. 

Ferns As Specimen Plants: 
The largest and most spectacular of ferns are found in habitat 1 above, 

marshland, where some species may develop 6-foot-long fronds. To compensate so 
far as possible for the much lower water content of most garden soils dig an over-
size planting hole to a depth of 15 inches, mix the top soil with 1 bushel of peat 
moss, and bushel of leaf mold, or, if not available, 1 bushel of compost. Dis-
card the clay subsoil. In planting slightly cup the surface to retain water. If 
the planting site is moist and low-lying so much the better. Water heavily the 
first year, and periodically thereafter. All the ferns selected for use as speci-
men plants are deciduous. 

Cinnamon Fern (Osmunda cinnamonea) when of large size is a striking plant in 
late spring, when its conspicuous club-shaped fertile fronds turn cinnamon brown. 
One specimen in my garden, planted in deep humus-rich soil with an open view of 
northern sky, develops 4-foot-long fronds. Another planted in a drier location in 
shade with little or no view of the open sky produces fronds half as long but is 
otherwise healthy. 

Ostrich Fern (Matteuccia struthiopteris) is an attractive plant distinguished 
by gracefully arching plume-shaped fronds widest in the middle. Though not invasive, 
it colonizes by underground runners to a greater extent than other members of this 
group. its fronds are said to grow as long as 5 feet under optimal natural condi-
tions, but in the relatively dry shade of my garden they never exceed 3 feet. Even 
so it can be an eye catcher. 

Royal Fern (Osmunda regalis), largest of lour ferns, thrives in standing water. 
Unfernlike, its fronds resemble locust boughs close up. A distinctive plant! I 
have never been able to give it the combination of several hours of sunlight and 
abundant soil moisture that it craves. For those who can provide a planting site 
to satisfy its needs it is worth the effort. 

Another fern having the dimensions necessary for a specimen plant is a wood-
land fern belonging to habitat category 2A, ferns of the moist woodlands, namely: 

Goldie's Fern (Dryopteris Goldiana) is a pleasingly symmetrical plant, growing 
4-foot long arching fronds under optimal conditions in moist woods. It has attained 
a frond length of a little more than 301 inches under -less than ideal conditions in 
my garden after 5 years. Plant in the manner described for the marsh dwellers. 

Ferns, In Groups, As Companion Plants To Medium- And Tall Growing Azaleas: 
Ferns of category 2A (moist woodlands) and to a lesser extent category 2B 

(dry woodlands) are particularly well adapted to this use, but where space and 
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soil moisture permit, grouped plantings of those recommended for use as specimen 
plants can also be effective. The woodland ferns like the same soil mixture as 
do the marsh dwellers, but need a lesser volume. They can put up with somewhat 
drier conditions, but ample water the first year after planting is important. 
They appreciate a few stones in the planting hole to promote drainage. Ferns in 
this group have fronds in the range 12-24 inches under cultivation, with a few 
species reaching 30 inches under more ideal conditions. Although some members of 

the group are evergreen they are not highly ornamental in winter. The fronds lie 

flat when the soil is frozen. 

Evergreen subgroup: 

The Christmas Fern (Polystichum aculeatum), the common evergreen fern of our 

winter woods with coarsely divided deep green leathery fronds, is a most useful 
plant that can tolerate a wide range of conditions. Little soil preparation is 
generally necessary so long as humus is present. Varieties profusum and proli-

ferum, obtainable from specialists, have finely divided fronds much like yarrow. 
They contrast nicely with their coarser-leaved parent, but in my garden they are 
not evergreen. Hortus III attributes their parentage to Sp. setiferum rather 

than Sp. aculeatum. 

The Toothed Woodfern (Dryopteris spinulosa) is a most attractive fern parti-
cularly compact and geometric in outline with fronds 18 inches to 2 feet long. 
With long-lasting, lacy, finely divided fronds it is the fern much used by flo-

rists to set off cut flowers. 

The Marginal Shieldfern (Dryopteris marginalis) is a somewhat smaller edition 

of Goldie's fern but with the added quality of being evergreen. Under relatively 

dry conditions in my garden it attains an average frond length of 24 inches. 
Gracefully arching and symmetrical, it is a fern often recommended for landscape 

purposes. 

The Japanese Shield Fern (Dryopteris erythrosora) is a most attractive fern 

remarkable for the bright green color of its foliage and the burnished copper 
sheen of its new growth in the spring. The metallic quality of the new shoots is 
more pronounced some years than others. Hardy and tolerant, it does best in 
deep humus-rich soil exposed to the light of the northern sky. It likes an 
oakleaf mulch in the winter. A favorite of mine. 

Deciduous subgroup: 

The Northern Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum pedatum) is a truly different fern, 
with its delicate palmate leaves held high on wiry metallic reddish brown to 
black stems. Said to prefer limestone soils, it nevertheless thrives in our acid 

soils where sufficient humus is present. Rapidly increasing to form large clumps, 
it should be divided every 3 to 4 years or the delicacy of the plant will be 
obscured by the crowding. It is particularly effective when planted above walk-

ways so that the slender stems are exposed, and each frond takes on the appearance 
of a tiny palm tree. Very tolerant, it has never failed to grow for me under a 

(continued at page 4) 
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Ferns As Companion Plants For Azaleas (continued from page 3) 

wide range of conditions. Miniature varieties growing only a couple of inches 
high originated in Japan are available for rock garden use, but I have had no 
luck with them. 

Japanese Painted Fern (Athyriiim Goeringianum pictum) is a most unusual 
fern that brings color to the shady border. The reddish to plum color of the 
main stem is bordered by bands of grey that give way to green. No two plants 
have identical patterns of coloration. Hardy but needs moisture. Leaves flatten 
before other ferns when the weather is dry, a sure signal that the garden needs 
watering. 

Red-stemmed Lady Fern (Athyrium Felix-femina var. rubellum) is a more strik-
ing variant of the common Lady Fern to which it bears little superficial resem-
blance, differing as it does in having fronds that are more coarsely divided and 
more leathery, together with red to purplish-red stalks. It is one of the taller 
ferns in this landscape group with fronds up to 30 inches long. Stems are 
particularly brittle — where possible protect from the wind. Semi-invasive, but 
less invasive than the common Lady Fern. Clumps can take frequent division. 
Locally common in moist woods in this area. 

Ferns As Companion Plants To Azaleas In The Semi-shaded Rockery: 
Suitable for this purpose are low-growing ferns of habitat 3A and those of 

habitat 3B that can tolerate acid soil. Because these ferns are to be inter-
planted among azaleas, those that require the limey soils of habitat 3B must be 
eliminated. 

Evergreen subgroup: 

European Harts' Tongue Fern (Phyllitis scolopendrium), commonly sold as an 
indoor fern, makes a superb plant for the shaded rockery where however its growth 
is limited to about 10 inches, roughly half its height as a pot plant. The spe-
cies is strap-leaved, but equally hardy variants are available including crested 
types in which the tips of the fronds are bifurcated, even trifurcated, and a 
wavy-leaved type in which the fronds are crinkled throughout their entire length. 
The latter, variety undulatum, is perhaps the most striking. Supposedly a lime-
lover the Harts' Tongue does well in a normal acid humus-rich soil with, or with-
out, addition of ground limestone. It likes the protection of a good mulch in 
the winter, and good drainage. The rare American variety of the Harts' Tongue 
is restricted to limestone ledges and is almost impossible to transplant. 

Polypody (Polypodium vulgare) is a delightful little fern which forms mats 
that cling to rocks and fallen trees often without benefit of visible soil. 
Leaves are leathery, coarsely divided, and medium green, up to 12 inches in 
length. Very hardy. Easily moved, but good drainage is important. 

Resurrection. Fern (Polypodium polyeodiodes) is smaller and more grey-leaved 
than its relative, Common Polypody. Dries up and appears dead in dry weather; 
expands and takes on green color when wet — a curio. 



THE AZALEAN 	 The Newsletter of the Azalea Society of America 

VOLUME III, No.4 	 OCTOBER 1981 

Ebony Syleenwort (Asplenium platyneuron). The dark green leaflets contrast 
nicely with the metallic purplish stems; fronds are B-15 inches long. Delicate-
appearing but it takes transplanting well. 

Deciduous subgroup: 

Oak Fern (Gymnocarpium Dryopteris) is an interesting little fern notable 
for its broadly triangular leaves, like a miniature bracken, less than 6 inches 
long. It spreads from a creeping woodstock but it is not invasive. 

Dwarf Lady Fern .(Atbyrium gelix,femina var. minutissima), growing to 10 
inches, is lacy-leaved like its taller growing parent but is much less invasive 
Other variously ornamented, or crested, generally low-growing, varieties of the 
common Lady Fern may be obtained from specialists. Admired by fern collectors, 
some of these varieties are oddities rather than plants of particular beauty. 

Ferns As Ground Covers: 
Two types of ground covers will be considered: (a) ground covers used to 

provide a continuity of green between major elements in a planting and, 
(b) ground covers used to hold down, and dress up, poor soils in areas of 
medium to heavy shade. 

Situations of type (a) usually involve soils - containing the normal propor-
tion of humus and adequate moisture. Any of the lower-growing woodland ferns are 
useful for the purpose, but the Japanese Painted Fern, the Christmas Fern and the 
Oak Fern are particularly valuable. Spreading a thin layer of humus and covering 
that with a litter of oak leaves will provide a happy home for the polypody. 
None of these ferns are invasive and hence are easily controlled. 

Situations of type (b) commonly involve thin, dry, soils and relatively 
dense shade. Here invasiveness must be considered a virtue. Ferns for this pur-
pose are woodland ferns belonging to habitat category 2B, ferns of the dry wood-
lands. Especially useful for this condition is the Hay Scented Fern (Dennstaedtia 
punctilobula). Among the most lacy and fragile-appearing of ferns, it moves with 
enthusiasm onto dry heavily-shaded slopes where little else will graw„and also 
grows in open shade or sun. Equally invasive and attractive in the spring with 
its coarsely divided to lobed light green fronds is the Sensitive Fern (Onoclea  
sensibilis), so named because it wilts rapidly after cutting. Unfortunately the 
Sensitive Fern becomes unsightly mottled brown by midsummer. Both the Hay Scented  
Fern and the Sensitive Fern can be difficult to eradicate once established. 

Among the sources for the ferns described in this article are the following: 

Native ferns: 

Carrol Gardens, P.O. Box 310, 444 East Main St., 
Westminster, Md. 21157. 11 species, and Japanese 
Painted Fern. 

Gardens of the Blue Ridge, P.O. Box 10, 
Pineola, N.C. 28662. 23 species. 

(continued at page 6) 
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Ferns As Companion Plants for Azaleas (continued from page 5) 

Unusual varieties and exotic species of ferns: 

Siskiyou Rare Plant Nursery, 2825 Cummings Rd., 
Medford, Or. 97501. 50 species and varieties 
mainly for the rockery. 

The writer is an active member of the Rock Garden Society. He grows 
azaleas, rhododendrons and companion plants on several acres of high shade near 
Washington, D.C. 

This article is the first of a series which we will run from time to time 
concerning companion plants for azaleas, such as other broad-leaved evergreens, 
dward conifers and ground covers beyond the range of vinca minor and pachysandra 
terminal's. 

Old Azaleas Never Die  

Jerry Goodman, president of the Robert D. Gartrell Chapter of ASA, surveyed 
the nurseries and gardens of China during a three-week trip last spring and came 
away with a health tip he's offered to share. Here it is: 

RELIEVING COUGH & ASTHMA 

"The doctors and pharmaceutists have not found ideal medicine to cure bron-
chitis, cough and asthma for them today. But in recent years, the Chinese 
pharmaceutical workers have found some more efficient essences from the azalea 
herb. They extract azalea essences, flavanone and so on. Repeated clinical 
experiences show the herbal medicine is exceedingly efficient for curing acute 
or chronic bronchitis. Using the scientific method to refine the Xingan azalea 
used as the main raw materials (the special product in the Xingan Mountains in 
the Northeast China) our factory has made the relieving cough and asthma medicine 
which has been widely appreciated. Now it is in a greater demand from all parts 
of China. 

COMPOSITION: azalea 
ACTIONS: 	It suppresses cough, reduces phlegm and relieves asthma. 
ADMINISTRATION: to be taken orally with hot water. Shake before taking 

because of some sediment in it." (NOTE: Do the Chinese mulch?) 
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Will It Live Over The Winter?  

by Don Hager 
Spotsylvania, Virginia 

If winter hardiness were only a question of temperature response to winter 
cold, it could be a fairly simple problem. Other factors, however, have much to 
do with how well we can bring our azaleas through the winter months. 

A factor of great importance. ischoosing your azaleas from the various groups 
with an eye to the micro-climate conditions existing in your planting area. Some 
azaleas, particularly among large-leaved, evergreen varieties, hold most of their 
leaves during the winter and as a result tend to dessicate when not protected from 
the cold, dry winter winds. Other large-leaved azaleas, however, tend to be 
semi-deciduous and have a greater hardiness. 

We know plants protect themselves during winter by entering a period of 
dormancy. A better understanding of how and why this process works will go a 
long way toward helping us protect our azaleas from winter's ravages. The plant 
cells, the air spaces between them, and the concentration of cell sap undergo a 
great change, mostly a greatly reduced water content during cold weather. Dormancy 
effectiveness depends on a touchy balance that can allow a plant to withstand warm 
winter spells without breaking into active growth, alternating with freezing, 
with disastrous results. Much cold hardiness is a result of getting our plants 
into a stage of dormancy comparable to native plants. The water content of 
azaleas entering the winter depends a great deal upon the amount and distribution 
of summer rainfall. Gradual diminishing of the water supply into September allows 
ripening of the wood and the azalea prepares itself for the winter. 

Some DON'TS for wintering azaleas: 
I. Do not cultivate, feed or overwater after late summer, especially on 

rich, but poorly drained soil. 
2. Do not thin out azaleas in the fall. Plant tissue will be exposed which 

has not had time to harden, or ripen, and bark split may result. 
3. Do not put azaleas of questionable hardiness at the bottom of an air 

drainage area. This is the area of greatest cold intensity. Questionably hardy 
azaleas should be protected both from the winds and the late winter sun. 

4. Do not let azaleas suffer from mid-summer drought. This causes pre-
mature ripening of the wood, and a warm early fall will cause the azaleas to 
break into new, lush growth which may not survive the winter. 

A great amount of time and effort by many azalea hybridizers has been spent 
to develop new varieties that will withstand the rigors of winter better. One of 
the hardiest azaleas is Kaempferi, and many, many crosses with this azalea have 
produced a number of plants of beauty and cold tolerance. Crosses with the 
Korean specie, poukhenense, have also produced many winter-resistant azaleas, 
among them my favorite for cold and drought resistance, Gable's poukhenense. 
Other Gable cold-hardy azaleas are Herbert, Mary Ann, Linda Ann, Apricot, Big Joe, 
Carol, Jimmie Coover, Mildred Mae and Louise Gable. The Vuyk hybrid, Palestrina, 
is another exceptionally hardy plant. 

(continued at page 8) 
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Will It Live Over The Winter? (continued from page 7) 

The pros and cons of whether locally-propagated and locally-grown azaleas 
are better for your area are many. Generally, I believe that the proper choice 
of cold-resistant varieties, protective measures for the semi-hardy plants and 
the right care are more important factors affecting survival, and that attention 
to them can extend greatly the number of varieties that we can grow successfully. 

The New Carla Hybrids  
Plus Additional North Carolina Hybrids  

One of the two hybridizers of the North Carolina hybrid azaleas gave a 
recent meeting of the Louisiana Chapter of ASA a preview of four additional 
North Carolina hybrids and six new evergreen "Carla" hybrids, all of which will 
be released soon. 

The hybridizer, Dr. R.J. Stadtherr, told the Louisiana group that he and 
his co-worker, Dr. Fred Cochran, had begun to make crosses in 1965 when both 
were professors at North Carolina State University, working toward the following 
objectives: 

a. Superior forcing types, yet hardy in Zones 7 and 8. 
b. Doubles rather than singles. 
c. Blooms to be floriferous: "big show all at once." 
d. Heavy petal substance. 
e. Relatively fast plant growth. 
f. Disease resistance. 

Both Stadtherr and Cochran feel that in the six new Carla hybrids they have 
accomplished what they set out to do. The name "Carla" reflects the hybridiza-
tion program: it was carried out at Louisiana State, to which Dr. Stadtherr 
transferred in 1%7, as well as at North Carolina, where Dr. Cochran remains. 

At the Louisiana Chapter meeting Dr. Stadtherr also showed slides of four 
additional . North Carolina hybrids which will be released soon. (Note: Descrip-
tions of the ,  seven North Carolina hybrids introduced heretofore are contained in 
The Azalean dated October, 1980.) 

Dr. Stadtherr`s descriptions of all 10 new cultivars are as follows: 

Carla Hybrids: 

Carla - (Anytime X Ama Ghasa) 
T'Vrt dwarf, spreading, with large glossy leaves; evergreen; highly 

resistant to Rhizoctomia Leaf Spot. Flowers reddish orange-rust up to 31" 
across, semi-double, mid - season. 

Dixie Rose - (Morning Glow X Kathleen) 
Plant spreading, with large glossy leaves, really shiney. Flowers up to 

4 inches, fully double, deep rose pink. This variety forces exceptionally well. 

-8- 
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Dixie Rhythm - (Morning Glow X Kathleen) 
Plant is semi-dwarf, spreading, with large somewhat glossy leaves, ever-

green. Flowers are frilled, fully double, pink, not as large as Dixie Rose, 
mid season. 

Rosedown - (Anytime X Ama Ghasa) 
T}Tari--"'m dwarf side, spreading, leaves oval somewhat glossy, green in 

winter, resistant to Rhizoctomia leaf spot. Flowers up to 3 inches, semi-
double to full, medium purplish pink. This variety also forces well. Mid 
season. 

Baton Rouge - (Morning Glow X Ama Ghasa) X Wakabisu) 
Plant rounded, dwarf, with small leaves that hold well in winter and turn 

bronze. A six year old plant in Baton Rouge, La. is only 2 ft. high. Flowers 
are hose-in-hose, 2k", salmon color like Fashion but with white throat, mid 
season. Some sporadic blooms in late July to September. 

Ione Burden - (Ruffled Giant X N.C. Red) X Rashomon) 
Plant upright also spreading. Flowers large, rosy red, mid season. 

Additional North Carolina Hybrids: 

Cochran's Lavender - (Anytime X Herbert) 
Plant upright, compact, holds leaves well in winter. Flowers medium 

purplish-pink, slightly lighter than Formosa. Blotch is lavender, 1 to 3 
flowers per bud. 

Pink Camellia - (Morning Glow X Kathleen) 
Plant medium size with slightly glossy large leaves. Flowers pink, fully 

double, mid season, rosebud to 3k", free flowering. 

Autumn Sun - (cross not given) 
Plant small to medium up to 3 and f feet, evergreen, holds foliage well. 

Free flowering, mid season. Flowers bronze red, hose-in-hose up to 13/4". Two 
to 3 flowers per bud. 

Wolfpack Red - (Sherwood Red X Ruby Red) 
Plant semi-dwarf, spreading, evergreen, free-flowering, mid season. 

Flowers strong red, single to 1.5/B". 

The Azalean has no information about the commercial availability of these 
cultivars. 

New James Harris Hybrids Coming  

About one dozen additional James Harris cultivars -will be Introduced by the 
Ralph A. Pennington Chapter of ASA next spring, according to Dewey Garrett, 
chapter president. The new hybrids will be named for ladies of the chapter. 

(continued at page 10) 
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New James Harris Hybrids Coming (continued from page 9) 

(Note: for an earlier report on the initial introduction of the Harris Hybrids 
see The Azalean, January, 1981.) 

Harris, who lives in Lawrenceville, Ga., was the speaker at a recent 
Pennington Chapter meeting where he explained his theories on the selection 
of cultivars for crossing, as well as the propagation and after-care techniques 
he employs. 

A more recent chapter meeting was addressed by George Beasley, who 
described the native azaleas which are so abundant in Georgia, and which he 
and his wife, Mary, collect and hybridize at their Transplant Nursery in 
Lavonia, Ga. 

Articles For The Azalean  

We very much want to encourage readers to send us material which will 
interest other readers. Fully researched articles would be fine, but we also 
will accept accounts of significant personal experiences, records of hardiness, 
and other observed data: in fact anything which will make or even suggest an 
article of general interest. Examples: we'd like to hear from anyone who's 
grown the North Carolina hybrids and can compare them with any of the more 
familiar hybrid series. How do they significantly differ? We'd also like to 
know, for our readers, who's growing any extensive collections of the Beltsville 
Dwarfs and the Kiusianum hybrids. We understand that the Louisiana chapter is 
beginning a project on the Back Acre hybrids, perhaps as the B.Y. Morrison 
Chapter so usefully did with the Glenn Dale "Eye Catchers," and we look forward 
to their conclusions. For all such matters write directly to the editor of 
The Azalean: 

John G. Shaffer 
10104 South Glen Rd. 
Potomac, Md., 20854 
Tel. 301-983-9474 

We also would like to inaugurate the regular publication of news from 
chapters, so long as it abstains from social notes and records only information 
of general interest to azalea afficionados. Chapters therefore are requested to 
send such news regularly to the Associate Editor, beginning at the end of 
December, and every three months thereafter: 

William Miller, III 
8909 Ewing Drive 
Bethesda, Md., 20034 
Tel. 301-530-7683 
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ASA Slide Library  

The ASA's own slide library now is fully in business, largely by duplication 
of Mr. George Harding's extensive personal collection. Slides may be borrowed 
from the library custodian: 

Mrs. Jo An Ricchiuti 
5796 Western View Place 
Mt. Airy, Md., 21771 	Tel. 301-831-7561 

Art. Rttchiuti currently his available "family" presentations for the 
following: 

Robin Hills 
Linwood Hardies 
Back Acres 
Glenn Dales (two collections) 
Miscellaneous 
Basic cross section of several different groups 

She also is developing the following additional presentations: 

Azaleas and Rhododendrons in the landscape 
Azaleas for the warmer climates, i.e., Southern Indiana, Belgian 

Indicas, Penningtons, Pericats and other tender groups 
Other new groups of hybrids: James Harris, Greenwood, North Tisbury 

and others 

Quite recently, through the good offices of John Rochester, president of the 
new Louisiana Chapter, ASA was able to acquire from Ivan Anderson, slides of 18 
Back Acre cultivars, heretofore unavailable, including the rare 'Lost Chord,' 
'Lord Jacobs' and 'Rejoice.' Anderson owned and still owns the Back Acre Farm 
where B.Y. Morrison propagated and grew the azalea series of the same name. 
These slides, too, now are available. 

ASA hopes that members will donate additional slides, particularly of 
cultivars which are not hardy in the Mid-Atlantic states, and of landscape shots. 
Donations already have been received from David Sauer, Virginia, and Emile Deckert, 
now of France. 

Borrowers from the Library are expected to pay round-trip postage. Please 
specify (to Mrs. Ricchiuti) a second as well as a first choice, and the date by 
which they are needed. 

Chinese Azaleas  

Big Rock Garden nursery in Bellingham, Washington informs us that they recently 
received a shipment of rooted cuttings of 143 azalea cultivars from the People's 
Republic of China, and that only one plant seemed non-viable on arrival. The 

(continued at page 12) 
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Chinese Azaleas (continued from page 11) 

rest, while showing some signs of stress, seemed in good condition and should 
survive, according to Dr. George F. Drake, Big Rock Garden proprietor. 

The method of packing was simple but effective. Cuttings were bare-rooted, 
as U.S. law requires, and shipped in damp sphagnum moss, packed in small plastic 
envelopes, tied closed. Three of these envelopes, each with two or three rooted 
cuttings, then were placed in plastic baggies (sandwich bags) which Drake had sent 
to China with plant material a month or two earlier. Time in transit was seven 
days, plus two for packing and phytosanitary inspection. 

The azaleas received were the major part of some two hundred cultivars 
selected from a 20 year hybridizing project developed by a Mr. Huang. Plants 
used in the hybridizing were the Yunan Jia-tao (hose-in-hose) hybrids, an old 
Chinese late flowering double variety called "Wu Bao Lu Zuu (Five Precious Stones 
and a Green Pearl), another old variety called "Yung Gui Fein (the name of a king's 
wife; single flower, large, rose-red margined, probably of Japanese origin), and 
Japanese hybrids (Kurume and Satsuki). 

Dr. Drake understands that the better of the Huang cultivars are the early-
flowering hose-in-hose and the late-flowering doubles and semi-doubles. The 
early-flowering varieties tend to be hose-in-hose while the late flowering tend 
to be single (20 varieties) or double (19 varieties). About a half of all the 
late blooming varieties are reported to be bi-color while only four of the 28 
early blooming varieties are bi-color. Of the 143 cultivars 28 are early bloomers, 
43 early mid-season, 26 late midseason and 46 late bloomers. Most are compact 
in form and are probably only marginally hardy, given the parentage and the fact 
that they were hybridized in a part of China where the mean temperature in January 
is 37°F and the minimum temperature in January is 10°F. July temperatures 
average 73°F. Annual rainfall is 45 inches. 

The Big Rock Garden nursery plan for the distribution of the Huang hybrids 
and their introduction to azalea fanciers in the U.S. is to exchange cuttings with 
interested growers who would evaluate them and make them available in their parts 
of the nation. Priority, says Dr. Drake, will be given to public arboreta and 
botanical gardens, hybridizers, azalea authorities and nurseries that specialize 
in azaleas. Plant material received in exchange for these cuttings will be 
propagated at Big Rock Garden and sent on to public gardens in the People's 
Republic of China. Individuals interested in acquiring Huang Azaleas should write 
to Dr. George F. Drake, Big Rock Garden, 2900 Dakin St., Bellingham, WA 98226. 

Additional Azalea Nursery 

A nursery which we are adding to our master list of those which specialize 
in azaleas and will ship: 

Country Gardens Nursery 
Route 2, Box 150, Mobile, Alabama, 36609 	Tel. (205) 633-7069 

-12- 
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The introduction to Country Garden's very tidy catalogue notes that the 
nursery has existed for almost 20 years but only recently began to ship plants. 
The catalogue lists 40 Back Acre cultivars, including two under number only, and 
67 Satsukis, of which 13 are under number only. 

Earlier lists of azalea nurseries appeared in The Azalean issues of April 
and July, 1980, and April, 1981. Interested as we are in developing and maintain-
ing a complete and reliable master list, we urge any reader who knows of a nursery 
we have omitted to write to The Azalean. We particularly would like to be told 
about small specialty nurseries we may have overlooked, so long as the nursery 

• 

ADDENDUM: A nursery which we listed in the April 1981 issue under the name 
of the owner, Dr. Robert Huse, should have been listed as the following: 

Azalea and Rhododendron Test Garden 
10408 Greenacres Drive 
Silver Spring, Md., 20903 

We are advised that besides the some 50 varieties of Glenn Dales that we 
noted before, ARTG carries other evergreen and deciduous azaleas suitable for zone 
7, plus Rhododendrons including the Dexter hybrids. 

Satsuki Azaleas As Bonsai (continued from cover) 

cuttings are grown under glass for six weeks in a soil media of coarse/fibrous 
peat moss and twenty percent horticultural Perlite. 

Cuttings are then transferred to four-inch-square plastic pots and grown for 
two to three years in a mixture of coarse peat moss, ground fir bark, and Perlite 
in a ratio of 40-20-20. Frequent, light applications of fertilizer are given to 
hasten growth, and all side branches are removed as soon as they are evident. All 
plants are grown under 50 percent lath and all flower buds are removed to allow 
continuous growth. After three years the young plant should be two to three feet 
tall and ready to be styled as a bonsai. 

Examine the surface root system and determine the front of the tree. The 
plant should have a strong feeling of a solid root system spreading all around the 
base. One-sided root systems can be used to form Kengai (cascade) or Han Kengai 
(half cascade) style. 

Wire the plant with soft aluminum wire, or soft (annealed) copper wire, first 
inserting one end in the container and carefully wrapping the wire around the 
trunk gently and firmly with wraps closer in areas to be bent. Wire size can be 
determined by the trunk/branch diameter using heavier wire on the trunk and the 
lighter on the branches. AZALEAS BREAK EASILY. Do not water two to three days 
prior to wiring and wire only in the Fall and Spring. Drastic bends can be made 
by wrapping with raffia prior to wiring, and by bending a degree at a time over a 
two- to three-week period. 

(continued at page 14) 
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Satsuki Azaleas As Bonsai (continued from page 13) 

Prune all branches from the tree that detract from its appearance. No major 
branches are to protrude from the lower part of the trunk toward the viewer. Strive 
to achieve a layered appearance. Remove any branches pointing down and shorten any 
branches pointing up. At least portions of the main trunk should be visible on the 
lower third of the tree. 

After wiring and pruning, plant the tree in a large container (or growing 
bed) and let it grow in trunk size. Check the wire frequently, and rewire when 
the wire starts to cut into the bark. After 3.4 years, root prune in the._„skcirig,„ 
and plant in a bonsai container. If you are eager to display your young bonsai 
it can be planted in a slightly larger bonsai pot (at least 12" long by 8" wide 
and 4" deep) then allowed to grow to proper proportion, although growth will be 
slower. Patches of green moss planted on the surface will improve the appearance 
and assist in preventing erosion and loss of soil. Liverwort should be killed by 
dabbing with vinegar as soon as it appears. 

No attempt will be made in this article to give instruction on azalea culti-
vation, as Satsuki are similar to other azaleas in regard to pests, diseases, 
exposure, climate, watering, etc. Satsuki grow best when fertilized with cotton-
seed meal, rape seed cake, fish emulsion, blood meal, bone meal or other organic 
fertilizers. Chemical fertilizers are sometimes used but the organic fertilizers 
appear to be superior. The writer conducted a controlled test of the new alfalfa-
based fertilizers, popular about a year ago, but could not discern any improvement 
over the organic fertilizers listed above. 

In recent years a survey conducted in Japan determined the most popular 
varieties of Satsuki among bonsai enthusiasts. Ten varieties are listed in order 
of preference: 

1. Yama-No-Hikari 6. Kaho 
2. Kogetsu 7. Kozan 
3. Nikko 8. Juko 
4. Kobai 9. Issho-Ho-Haru 
5. Yata-No-Kagami 10. Hikari-NoTsukasa 

More recently the trend appears to be toward smaller, star shaped flowers, for 
example: Sachi-no-Hana, Hakurei, Korin, Hikari-No-Tskasa, Kozan-No-Hikari, and 
Nikko. 

The writer's favorite is SankO-No-Tsuki (Moon of Midnight). This is a slower, 
lower-growing twiggy Satsuki, extremely variable. Flowers have five to seven 
petals and the colors tend more toward the pastel shades, varying from pure white 
to pink, red, and pink-red sectors. Flower diameter is about two inches, lobes 
overlap well. 

Kaho (Floral Treasure) is another favorite, with the attribute of attaining a 
large trunk diameter fairly rapidly. The base color is white with many variations 
of old rose. 

-14- 
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Yume (A Vision) is similar to Kahl) in growth habit with a large (3 to 311 
flower, variable, with many pink and red stripes, sectors, taushes. 

Kinsai (Distinguished Gold) synonyms Kin-No-Sal, Kin-No gal, Kinzai, has long 
narrow petals of red separated to the _base Occasional round flowers, of no merit, 
should be pruned out. Cuttings should be taken only from shouts originating around 
the strap-like flowers. 

Kazan (sometimes called Rokusan) is a dwarf, slow-growing hybrid with striking 
foliage which appears freshly waxed and shiny. Blossoms area rather common 

Shiryo-no-Mai (Dance of the Purple Dragon) has a brilliant purple red flower 
of medium size. Plant makes strong growth. 

Beni Botan (Red Button) is .a relatively stable cultivator with large (3r) 
flowers and rapid growth. 

Nihon-no-Hana (Flower of Japan) is 
rapid grower. 

Kobai (Red Plum) is a slow-growing 
A more recent cultivar. 

a variable with a large blossom and is a 

red with white markings, small flower. 

The writer, like other Satsuki growers and propagators, has also experienced 
difficulty in the translation and spelling of the various Satsuki hybrids from 
Japan. Confusion is increased when Satsuki Petal books list cultivars as having 
identical names when it is obvious that the plants pictured are not the same. 

There are many books and magazines published in Japanese on every phase of 
collection, propagation, hybridization, growing and training of Satsuki as bonsai. 
To the writer's knowledge only one English language book devoted to the art of 
growing Satsuki as bonsai exists in the U.S.A. It is titled Bonsai Techniques  
for Satsuki, John Naka, Richard Ota, Kenko Rokkaku- It is hoped that eventually 
some of the Japanese material will be translated and published in English. 

The Sacramento area -is host to a -number of Satsuki hobbyists and growers. 
Japanese growers say the climate is more favorable for growing Satsuki than in 
Japan where they originated. Each year a Satsuki exhibit is held for club Viers
to display their art to the public. The 1981 exhibit was seen by over a thousand 
visitors. Many Satsuki enthusiasts think it was the best Satsuki show outside of 
Japan. 

The writer, Jack C. Crowley, is .a retired Quality Control Engineer who has 
been growing bonsai for over 30 years. His collection of Satsuki Azaleas exceeds 
250 cultivars, from which he propagates about 150 varieties each year. He and 
his wife, Rhoda, are members of the Sacramento Satsuki Aikokai, a Satsuki Bonsai 
Club. 

(continued at page 16) 
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Mr. Crowley has given us the following address for the publisher of Bonsai  
Techniques for Satsuki, which is available for $15.00 per copy plus $1.50 postage 
and handling: 

Ota Bonsai Nursery 
3221 East Chapman Ave. 
Orange, California 92669 

For those enthusiasts who want to pursue the knowledge of Satsuki more 
deeply, Crowley suggests the monthly magazine Satsuki, available for $75.00 
per year. Published in Japan, and with no- Engtist language verrsiNnflrAkqm4ow,.,...— 
still recommends it because it is lavishly illustrated in color. The distributor .  

is: 

Gosha Do Company 
1680 Post St. 
San Francisco, California 941.15 

Finally, Mr. Crowley has supplied us with a list of four California-based 
Satsuki nurserymen, at least one of which (Hortica) sells the 3-year-old whips 
which Crowley recommends for bonsai. The nurseries are: 

OTA BONSAI NURSERY 
3221 East Chapman Ave. 
Orange, Ca. 92669 

M & 0 AZALEA GARDENS, INC., (wholesale) 
1225 Lawrence Road 
Danville, Ca. 94526 

KATO'S GARDEN CENTER 
408 - 9th Ave. 
San Mateo, Ca. 948402 

HORT1CA GARDENS 
P.O. Box 308 
Placerville, Ca. 95667 
Shipping: Oct. through March 
Catalogue: 50 cents 

* * * * * * * * 
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ALMA J. ALBRIGHT 
321 NO. PENNSYLVANIA AVE. 
FALLS CHURCH, VA. 22046 

	

703 532 3608 	 NV 

MRS. BOB ALFORD 
406 8TH AVENUE 
FRANKLINTON, LA. 70438 

	

504-839-5439 	 LA 

JOHN & BETTY ARNOLD 
LEWIS ROAD 
IRVINGTON, N.Y. 10533 

RG 

WILLIAM ARTIS 
46 NISHUANE ROAD 
MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07042 

RG 

MRS. THOMAS P. BINFORD 
6915 N.E. SACRAMENTO ST. 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97213 

	

282 0427 	 AL 

DR. & MRS. ROGER P. BISSONNETTE 
911 COLONY ROAD 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47715 

	

812 476 7346 	 TS 

MR. & MRS. ALLEN BOGER 
2823 OAK HILL ROAD 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47711 

	

812 477 4834 	 TS 

THE BOVEES NURSERY 
SORENSEN & WATSON, PROP. 
1737 S.W. CORONADO 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97219 

	

503 244 9341 	 AL 

BRUCE M. CASSIDY 
4626 BRIAR PATCH COURT 
FAIRFAX, VA. 22032 

ROYSELL J. CONSTANTIN 
RT. 2 BOX 70 
HAMMOND, LA. 70401 
504 345 4110 	 LA 

MR. & MRS. JACK C. CROWLEY 
4809 H PARKWAY 
SACRAMENTO, CALIF. 95823 
916 391 1807 	 AL 

MRS. & MRS. ALBERT N. CURLEY 
919 CROTON ROAD 
WAYNE, PENNSYLVANIA 19087 
215 688 6267 	 AL 

ROBERT LEE DAVIS 
211-A NORTH MAIN STREET 
BERLIN, MD. 21811 

AL 

WINSTON DUNWELL 
P.D. 80X-469 
PRINCETON, KENTUCKY 42445 
502 365 7541 

SYLVIA, B. DUVALL 
RT. 1 BOX 494-A 
EDEN, MD. 21822 

AL 

MRS. & MRS. MADHAVA GHOSH 
#1 BOX '319 

MOUNDSVILLE,. WA. 261341 
3:01 ,1345 _2790 	 IL 

DARRYL GLASER 
,sso atEENVIEW DRIVE 

VANSVILLE, INDIANA 47711 
1312 424 3675 	 IS 

-RAYMENCI &14191 zaz4). 
S6-  MINIM DROVE ROAD 
LILBURN, 'GEORGIA 30247 
404 923 1194 	 RP 

EDWARD W. COLLINS 
• 63 GEORGIA TRAIL 

MEDFORD, N.J. 08055 
INE GREGER 
12025 EOGEPARK COURT 
POTOMAC, MD. 20854 
301 340 7796 
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MRS. PAUL GRUBB 
1160 ROYAL AVENUE 
EVANSVILLE, IND. 47715 
812 473 0034 	 TS 

MR. & MRS. LLOYD HAHN 
R.R. #2 BOX 266 
EVANSVILLE, IND. 47712 
812 428 2022 	 TS 

CHARLES S. HANNERS 
16310 ABBEY DRIVE 
BOWIE, MD. 20716 
301 262 2721 

JOE HULSEY 
RT. #8 
CUMMINGS, GEORGIA 30130 

RP 

MR. & MRS. M.F. HUMPHREY 
1901 TREELANE DRIVE 
EVANSVILLE, IND. 47712 
812 425 9584 	 TS 

ANNE M. JACKSON 
P.O. BOX 667 
FOLSOM, LA. 70437 
504 796 5624 
	

LA 

AUGUSTUS M. KELLY 
P.O. BOX 458 
LITTLE COMPTON, R.I. 02837 

AL 

ROBERT & GLORIA KESSEL 
KESSEL'S NURSERY 
PINYARD ROAD 
MONROEVILLE, N.J. 08343 
609 35B 4501 	 BM 

PETER & EDITH LESLIE 
P.O. BOX 41 
CHANGEWATER, N.J. 07831 

RG  

JOHN D. MAYRONNE 
RT. 1 BOX 130 JM 
FOLSOM, LA. 70437 
504 796 3150 
	

LA 

KYLE McAFEE 
RT. #1 
MORRISON, TENN. 37357 
615 635 2458 	 AL 

FLOYD McHENRY 
RT. 4 BOX 598 
CITRA, FLORIDA 32627 
904 591 2272 	 AL 

MR. & MRS. FRANK McMAKIN 
P.O. BOX 176 
LYMAN, S.C. 29365 
B03 439 2B49 
	

RP 

FLOYD & ANN McPHAIL 
PINE GROVE COMMUNITY 
RT. #3 
SENECA, S.C. 29678 
B03 972 9430 	 RP 

MR. & MRS. LLOYD L. MORRIS 
4408 BEECHWOOD ROAD 
UNIVERSITY PARK, MD. 20782 
301 277 0193 	 BG 

MR. & MRS. JOHN PAVELKA 
R.R. #2 BOX 529 
JASPER, INDIANA 47546 
812 4B2 7746 	 TS 

MRS.. KATHRYN PENNINGTON 
3125 REBECCA STREET 
COVINGTON, GA. 30209 

RP • 

MR. & MRS. HELYN R. PHILLIPS 
630 POINT ROAD 
SHALLOTTE, N.C. 28459 
919 754 4422 	 AL 

MR. & MRS. RONALD D. LIEBERMAN 
	

LELAND H. PHILLIPS 
405 EISNER ST. 	 5211 WAPAKONETA ROAD 
SILVER SPRING, MD. 20901 
	

BETHESDA, MD. 20816 
301 593 4765 
	

BG 
	

301 229 9000 
	

BG 

META C. LITTLE 
819 KENYON LANE 
NEWARK, DELAWARE 19711 

AL 

JUDY POWELL 
AMERICAN HORT. SOC. 
BOX 105 
MT. VERNDN, VA. 22121-0105 
703 76B 5700 	 NV 
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STEPHEN SCHRDEDER 
1216 HILLSDALE RDAD 
EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47711 

	

812 867 3367 	 TS 

JOHN & LOIS SHAW 
P.O. BOX 643 
CLEMSON, S.C. 29631 

	

803 654 1340 
	

RP 

MR. & MRS. FRED N. SIEVERS 
3 W. CARANZA AVE. 
EVANSVILLE, IND. 47710 

	

812 867 3671 	 TS 

W. N. STREET, JR. 
2005 BELLE HAVEN ROAD 
ALEXANDRIA, VA. 22307 

	

703 765 2791 	 NV 

PATRICK TALLEY 
P.D. BOX 1031 
AMITE, LDUISIANA 70422 

	

504 748 6148 	 LA 

DAVID E. WAGNER 
14701 BLACKBURN RD. 
BURTONSVILLE, MD. 20866 

	

301 421 9239 	 BG 

MR. & MRS. H. F. WARREN 
W. MAIN STREET 
SEBREE, KENTUCKY 42455 

	

502 835 7562 	 TX 

MR. & MRS. OSCAR H. WELDE 
527 E. MDNROE 
CHANDLER, IND. 47610 

	

812 925 3937 
	

TS 

ANDREW WELSH 
BOX 112 
SKIPPACK, PA. 19474 

	

584 5300 
	

AL 

RICHARD T. WEST 
5042 TEN MILLS RD. 
COLUMBIA, MD. 21044 

	

301 997 2193 
	

BM 

LELA BELL WESTMDRELAND 
RT. #4 BOX 243 
FRANKLINTON, LA. 70438 

	

504 839 3175 	 LA  

MR. & MRS. DALE WESTMDRELAND 
RT. #4 BDX 237 
FRANKLINTON, LA. 7043B 
504 839 5713 	 LA 

WALTER & BRENDA WESTMDRELAND 
RT. #4 BOX 244 
FRANKLINTON, LA. 70438 
5D4 839 4208 	 LA 

MR. & MRS. THOMAS E. WINGROVE 
RT. 2 BOX 96 
MECHANICSVILLE, MD. 20659 
301 8B4 5491 	 BM 

Change of Address  

BETTY BREWER 
RR #1 BOX 66-C 
MADISON, VIRGINIA 22727 
703 948 7123 	 BG 

ROCK SPRING GARDEN CLUB 
c/o F. R. KRUER 
2532 N. RIDGEVIEW ROAD 
ARLINGTON, VA. 22207 

JDHN CDYLE 
RT. 2 BOX 57 
MECHANICSVILLE, MD. 20659 

GARDEN CLUB OF COLLEGE GARDENS 
c/o MRS. KATHY BOCK 
807 DUKE STREET 
ROCKVILLE, MD. 20850 BG 

MR. & MRS. EMILE DECKERT 
56 RUE DE LA BATTENSE 
HEILIGENBERG, 67190 MUTZIG 
FRANCE 	 BG 

MR. & MRS. ARTHUR J. HOLDEN 
E 3021 HARTSTENE ISLAND N. 
SHELTON, WASHINGTON 98584 
206 426 2013 	 BM 

New Chapter Officers  

Tri-State (TS) 

President: 
H. ROLAND SCHRDEDER 

Treasurer: 
HELEN SCHROEDER 
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We apologize for omiting the following, regarding 
changes that were made on the B.O.G. and change 
of officers at the May annual meeting: 

B.O.G. members whose term had expired. Delete: 

NANCY SWELL 
NEIL CAMPBELL 

New B.O.G. ambers. Add: 

DONALD W. HYATT 
BARBARA LAGUARDIA 
RYON PAGE 

Chairman: same 
President: RYON PAGE 
Y.P.: DONALD HAGER 
Secretary: same 
Treasurer: same 


