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Azalea Research Foundation 
Funds First Research Grants 

Hale Booth—Azalea Research Foundation 

This past year marked a major milestone in the growth and 
development of the ASA's Azalea Research Foundation. 
In the fall of 2011 the recently formed Azalea Research 
Foundation awarded the first two research grants. Both of 
these modest grants are leveraging considerable additional 
investment of time and talent into needed azalea research, 
which was a fundamental goal behind developing this re-
search arm of the Azalea Society of America. 

Each research proposal was reviewed and scored by the 
Azalea Research Foundation committee members. Com-
mittee members had earlier developed and approved a 
written evaluation process which awarded points based on 
the review criteria. Based on each members review, both 
projects were selected for funding. The funded research 
projects are as follows: 

Identification of a Virus Causing Azalea Ring Spot Disease 

This proposal was submitted by Professor Rodrigo A. 
Valverde with the LSU Agriculture Center. This project 
supports research to identify a previously unobserved vi-
rus which was found in Southern Indica Azaleas in south 
Louisiana in the spring of 2011. This new disease is now 
being spread through commercially available azaleas and 
may soon appear in a garden near you. Our research grant 
will pay for chemicals and other expenses to help Pro-
fessor Valverde identify the virus and develop screening 
methods. This will build the basic research needed for ad-
ditional work to manage the disease. $2,000 was awarded 
for this research. In April 2012 Professor Valverde reported 
that this spring he had examined the azaleas at the US Na-
tional Arboretum and found a different but similar mosaic 
virus present with those plants. Now Dr. Ramon Jordan, a 
plant pathologist with the US National Arboretum is col-
laborating on investigating the diseases. So you can see our 
modest investment is already leveraging considerable time 
and energy on benefiting azaleas. 

Ploidy Testing of Native Populations of Deciduous Azaleas 

This proposal was submitted by Sally and John Perkins of 
Salem New Hampshire. The purpose of the proposed proj-
ect is to sample deciduous azaleas from eastern American 
populations to test for ploidy level. Approximately fifty 
samples will be tested as a result of this project, primar-
ily from sites suggested by ASA members such as Copper 
Bald, Hooper Bald, Roan Mountain, etc. The results of this 

research will provide a foundation for future hybridization 
of new deciduous azaleas. Azalea Research Foundation 
funds will pay for chemicals required by the University of 
Coimbra to perform the flow cytometry on the 50 native 
deciduous azaleas. $500 was requested and awarded for 
this project. Samples will be collected in the fall of 2012. 
Mr. Perkins indicates that wild populations in West Virginia 
and Georgia have been identified for sampling. He is also 
working with Don Hyatt to identify some additional sample 
populations. At the ASA meeting in Asheville Mr. Perkins 
asked for help from ASA members in selecting popula-
tions and samples to be tested. If you would like to help 
with this research project by collecting and documenting 
samples for testing, he or Sally Perkins can be reached at 
john.a.perkins@gmail.com. 

Complete results of these initial azalea research grants will 
appear in The Azalean upon completion of the projects. 

Visit the azaleas.org  website and select the research tab 
in the top left corner for much more information on your 
Azalea Research Foundation. Donations, questions and re-
search proposals should be addressed to Hale Booth, Chair-
man, Azalea Research Foundation, 7085 Sawyer Pike, Sig-
nal Mountain, TN 37377. 
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