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The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, is an educational and scientif-
ic non-profit association devoted to the culture, 
propagation, and appreciation of azaleas which 
are in the subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera 
of the genus Rhododendron in the Heath family 
(Ericaceae). 

Officers for 2010-2011  
President — John Migas 

Vice President —J Jackson 
Secretary — Leslie Nanney 
Treasurer — Dan Krabill 

Immediate Past President 
Aaron Cook 

Directors  
Terms expire 2013 Terms expire 2014 
Eve Harrison 	 Miles Beach 
Barbara Stump 	 Lindy Johnson 
Rocky Voci 	 Larry Miller 

Chapter presidents 
serve as ex-officio directors. 

Chapters  
Ben Morrison 	Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 	(chartered May 1980) 
Jim Duffy, Pres. 	 Rick Bauer, Pres. 

Louisiana 	 Tri-State 
(chartered June 1981) 	(chartered Oct. 1981) 
Dr. Allen Owings, Pres. 	Greg Wedding, Pres. 

Texas 	 Oconee 
(chartered May 1989) 	(chartered Nov. 1991) 
JoAnn Smith, Pres. 	 Jim Thornton, Pres. 

Vaseyi 	 Lake Michigan 
(chartered Nov. 2001) 	(chartered May 2003) 
April Sanborn, Pres. 	Phil Lanning, Pres. 

Alabamense 	Southern California 
(chartered May 2005) 	(chartered March 2007) 
Patrick Thompson, Pres. 	Jim Jaeger, Pres. 

Rev. John Drayton 
(chartered May 2010) 
Tom Johnson, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all interested 
parties for an annual amount of $25; life-mem-
bership for one or two persons at the same ad-
dress is $500. Members receive The Azalea,' 
and are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chapter 
with which the member affiliates. For infor-
mation and a membership application, write to 
Leslie Nanney, Secretary, 8646 Tuttle Road, 
Springfield, VA 22152 or visit www.azaleas.org. 

Pre/sideiter Letter 
John Migas — Saugatuck, Michigan 

Here it is the morning after a beautiful Memorial Day weekend. I have been 
fighting a summer cold putting me totally out of commission for the past week. 
It's been hot, sunny, and windy, just what our azaleas and rhododendrons don't 
need this early in the season. All that I've been doing is watering, watering, 
and more watering. Would you believe this, last year I never turned on my 
lawn sprinkler system. All season, never used it. This year, it's been on for the 
past month which is way too early for Michigan. 

I want to start out by thanking all who participated in the joint convention in 
Asheville. For those of you who missed it, for whatever reason you convinced 
yourselves for not attending, you really blew it. The weather was perfect, the 
gardens were beautiful, we had plenty of blooms to see, the speakers were 
outstanding, and the plant sale was second to none. If anyone wanted to add 
new plants to their gardens, this was the plant sale to attend. Hall you did was 
attend the sale, your trip was complete. 

Conventions happen once a year, and in the past it seems that Mother Nature 
has not been in our corner. This year, blooms arrived at least 4 weeks early 
and the hopes of flowers hanging on seemed almost doomed. Not so, many of 
the rhododendrons were at their peak and the R.vaseyi azaleas were awesome 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway. The convention is an event that we all anticipate 
all year just so we can meet up with others who we haven't seen during the 
season. 

This first year as president was very busy. We completed the Harding 
Memorial Garden at the end of 2011. We had one of our founding chapters, 
Brookside Gardens close their doors after more than 30 years of leadership. 
There has been talk that the group can reclaim the chapter if any members 
want to step forward. We had the Alabamense Chapter start a new, which has 
been inactive since 2005. We have new Editors, Bonnie and Preston Cooley 
who will be taking on the role, with some assistance from Barbara Stump. Our 
membership chair, Eve Harrison is on a mission to get things organized. To all 
chapter presidents, please appoint someone to work with Eve on this project. 
All chapters should have a representative helping out with membership. Let's 
jump on board. 

Our conventions are planned for the next three years, Athens, GA for 2013, 
Charleston, SC. for 2014, and Nacogdoches, TX for 2015. I look forward to 
all of these locations. Good luck to all the volunteers. With the thought of our 
future conventions being posted, how would the Society feel about having a 
fall meeting somewhere. Don't have to worry about blooms, and the weather 
wouldn't have to be the best either. Just a thought99977  

Now that the summer season has actually kicked in most parts of the country 
a bit earlier, I hope you all have a fun year of weeding and watering, and 
pruning. 
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