
Lake Michigan: Linda Lanning- Secretary 

April 28, 2012 - The Lake Michigan Chapter of the Aza-
lea Society of America held a spring get-together in the 
Holland, Michigan area and toured six gardens. They met 
in Holland and toured the beautiful garden at the home of 
members Jim and Karen Ellis, then to Zeeland to see Dan 
Migas' garden, along with his neighbor Tom and Jen Rit-
sema. From there they traveled to Fennville, MI. to see Ar-
thur Frederick's beautiful property. Once in Saugatuck the 
group toured Dick Bont's and Stacy Honson's gardens. We 
stopped by the Historical Society of Saugatuck's, Douglas 
project on Center Street in Douglas. The tour finished at 
John Migas' garden and Nursery. Although it was cold and 
rainy, the group enjoyed the foliage and beautiful blooms. 

John Migas discussed a project he has been working on. 
John, a member of the Saugatuck/Douglas Historical So-
ciety, has lent his time and talents to landscape the Histor-
ic 1866 School grounds with rhododendrons and azaleas 
plantings. The Society is putting in walking paths with 
plantings, a children's area for hands-on activities with 
plants and a hop scotch area. They want to bring the school 
back to life, like the original, even down to the peach trees, 
as this area used to have peach orchards. He told us about 
the School preservation as we toured the property. Located 
at 135 Center Street Douglas, Michigan, built in 1866, this 
is the oldest existing multi-classroom school in the state of 
Michigan. The school is currently being used by the com-
munity for multiple functions. 

August 4, 2012 - We met at the home of members You 
Ying and Dr. Andy Whipple in Upland, Indiana. Andy 
provided us with tissue culture starts from cuttings he 
gathered on the balds of North Carolina. We began our 
cutting party with Andy opening his sterile jars of aza-
lea starts and rinsing them. He put each kind on a sepa-
rate plate, which the members shared, carefully putting 
each tiny start into the medium Andy provided for us. We 
sprayed each container with a mild fertilizer before seal-
ing with plastic wrap. We will leave them for 6 weeks 
before transplanting into larger containers. We also did 
azalea cuttings in our usual method, so each member had 
some treasures to take home. After lunch at Ivanhoe's in 
Upland, Andy took us on a tour of the brand new Science 
Building on the Taylor University campus where he is a 
professor. We saw his new lab, classrooms, and the beau-
tiful interior of the new structure. This lab is where he 

teaches and does tissue culturing of native azaleas. The 
building will be occupied for the first time this fall. 

Northern Virginia 
Barry Sperling- Corresponding Secretary 

The Northern VA Chapter continued a full slate of ac-
tivities with the annual cutting exchange, this year at the 
home of Carolyn and Paul Beck. Secretary Mary Hoioos 
writes: "After a Pot Luck lunch, a short meeting and 
homemade ice cream (furnished as always by Carol and 
Lee McElvain), we journeyed to the garage where cut-
tings were spread out on many tables. There were over 
two hundred different handpicked varieties. We took 
turns at choosing our favorites. Don Hyatt presented a 
PowerPoint program on "Rooting Cuttings". He handed 
out a DVD to those who wanted them. As usual, we had 
an interesting and informative afternoon." 

Texas 
Sherrie Randall- Corresponding Secretary 

The Texas chapter held their summer meeting at the Tex-
as AgriLife Research and Extension Center, Texas A&M 
system, in Overton, Texas. This horticulture field day 
allows the public to tour their field trials, demonstration 
garden and container garden trials. The trials include 
thousands of square feet of plots planted with purple, 
pink, red and white flowers. This year's field day fea-
tured 400 bedding-plant entries, everything from gera-
niums to petunias to verbena were on display in outdoor 
plots. Dr. Brent Pemberton has conducted bedding-plant 
trials at the center since 1994. 

The chapter held a working meeting during the sponsored 
barbeque lunch. Barbara Stump gave a recap of the Ap-
palachian Spring joint convention between ASA and ARA 
as not all members present attended the event. As a na-
tional board member she was also able to highlight some 
of the activities at the national level. Group discussion 
followed concerning our hosting of the ASA convention 
in 2015. Members and guests departed the meeting with 
a birdfeeder in hand thanks to President Jo Ann Smith. 

After lunch we rejoined the field day activities by attend-
ing the indoor presentations by Pemberton and Dallas Ar-
boretum representatives Jimmy Turner and Jenny Wegley, 
who discussed the 2012 California Spring Showcase, also 
known as Pack Trials, as well as top performers for 2011. 
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