
President's Letter 
John Migas — Saugatuck. Michigan 

The fall season is upon us and it seems that I completed very little this year. 
Summer has come and gone, which I'm extremely grateful for. The fall colors 
are completed and now there are leaves to rake, many leaves to rake. During the 
summer, West Michigan had a severe drought with no measurable rain for three 
months. Sure it sprinkled, and the out of towners commented that they can't 
understand why their plants are dying. They would say "the radar showed it 
rained," or "it was raining in Chicago," which is 150 miles away. 

It's hard to believe that we have just had one of the most unusual seasons for 
growing, reports show that the corn crop yield is down, there were very few 
apples due to the frost back in late April. We had 90 degree temperatures in late 
March and early April, which triggered the azalea and rhody blooms, then in late 
April killer frosts which wiped out any blooms, followed by a drought. 

Our Lake Michigan Chapter organized a garden tour for mid May, moved it up 
three weeks due to the warm weather, and it poured that day well over three 
inches of rain, followed by a killer frost. Summer came with no rain, over 50 
days of 90 degrees, and a few 100 degree days. Just to mention, here in Martin, 
Michigan they host an annual Drag Race event which is once a year. This is 
their main event, including Nitro dragsters and funny cars, attended by well over 
25,000 people a day. Well it poured, sun up to sun down. 

Talk about wanting to throw in the towel. Irrigation was the only way to 
survive this summer. Even with all the heat, the bud set on both azaleas and 
rhododendrons was excellent. I did not fertilize this year, and the plants still 
look great. 

Getting to Society business, our Editors are trying to catch up on the timing of 
Azaleans. In early spring Bonnie and Preston made a move from South Carolina 
to Texas, which put them behind on everything in their lives. Trying to get 
settled in had taken its toll. They ask that articles of any kind be submitted being 
that they have very little to use for printing. They hope to get the Journals back 
to schedule by springtime. 

Eve Harrison is heading the Membership Committee and anyone willing to 
volunteer please contact her. Eve and Dan Krabill will be working on renewals 
for the 2013 season. J Jackson and Lindy Johnson are still willing to donate 
a seedling to new members for joining. Jim Thornton is busy with the 2013 
convention plans being held in Athens, Georgia. 

I hope that all have had a good summer, and look forward to seeing everyone 
in Georgia. 
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The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, is an educational and scientif-
ic non-profit association devoted to the culture, 
propagation, and appreciation of azaleas which 
are in the subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera 
of the genus Rhododendron in the Heath family 
(Ericaceae). 

Officers for 2012-2013  
President John Migas 

Vice President — J Jackson 
Secretary — Leslie Nanney 
Treasurer — Dan Krabill 

Immediate Past President - 
Aaron Cook 

Directors  
Terms expire 2013 Terms expire 2014 
Eve Harrison 	 Miles Beach 
Barbara Stump 	Lindy Johnson 
Rocky Voci 	 Larry Miller 

Chapter presidents 
serve as ex-officio directors. 

Chapters 
Ben Morrison 	Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 	(chartered May 1980) 
Jim Duffy, Pres. 	 Rick Bauer, Pres. 

Louisiana 	 Tri-State 
(chartered June 1981) 	(chartered Oct. 1981) 
Dr. Allen Owings, Pres. 	Greg Wedding, Pres. 

Texas 	 Oconee 
(chartered May 1989) 	(chartered Nov. 1991) 
JoAnn Smith, Pres. 	 Jim Thornton, Pres. 

Vaseyi 	 Lake Michigan 
(chartered Nov. 2001) 	(chartered May 2003) 
April Sanborn, Pres. 	Phil Lanning, Pres. 

Alabamense 	Southern California 
(chartered May 2005) 	(chartered March 2007) 
Patrick Thompson, Pres. 	Jim Jaeger, Pres. 

Rev. John Drayton 
(chartered May 2010) 
Tom Johnson, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all interested 
parties for an annual amount of $25; life-mem-
bership for one or two persons at the same ad-
dress is $500. Members receive The Azalea,: 
and are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chapter 
with which the member affiliates. For infor-
mation and a membership application, write to 
Leslie Nanney, Secretary, 8646 Tuttle Road, 
Springfield, VA 22152 or visit www.azaleas.org. 
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