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President's Leiter 
John Migas — Saugatuck, Michigan 

Being this is the fall issue of the Azalean, I find appropriate that I'm 
writing my president's letter on the last evening of the fall season. Yes, 
tomorrow is the first day of winter and snow is upon us here in Michigan. 
Snow is a good thing for those of us who live in the north in that once 
March arrives we are really looking forward to the spring season. Over 
the past few months it's been hard driving around with my window half 
open. 

Still, I have yet to complain about a cold, windy, snowy day, especially 
after the summer that we had here in Michigan. I spent at least 50 days 
swimming in Lake Michigan thinking the heat would never end. I was 
very fortunate not to lose a plant due to the drought. Once again, I'll 
never complain about a day below zero, but give me a hot day and you 
are sure to hear from me. 

On December 20, 2012 the Research Foundation of the Azalea Society 
of America received a donation of stocks worth $10,000 from Ethel Larus 
in memory of her husband Charlie Larus. For those of you who were at 
this years convention in Asheville, we visited the gardens of Mary and 
Ed Collins in Flat Rock which they purchased a few years ago from the 
Larus 's. 

Please remember that this is the time for our Membership Renewal. 
Dan Krabill has sent out notices recently; please respond so that he can 
rest a bit easier. Also, a few chapters are assisting Dan with getting their 
members dues in on time. Our Membership Chair, Eve Harrison, is 
always waiting to hear from others to help her promote our group in any 
way. Please contact Eve. 

With our new Editors Bonnie and Preston Cooley, our goal is to get the 
Journal back on schedule. We are getting closer and closer to this goal, 
which has not been easy. We are lacking articles for new issues, so please 
submit an article. Chapter news and updates, garden visits, activities and 
events are always welcome. We need articles! 

Jim Thornton has the 2013 convention in Athens, Georgia in full stride. 
Please plan on attending for a great April meeting. Take care and the next 
time it snows, remember...I simply love it! 

e()  Society o r 
The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, is an educational and scientif-
ic non-profit association devoted to the culture, 
propagation, and appreciation of azaleas which 
are in the subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera 
of the genus Rhododendron in the Heath family 
(Ericaceae). 

Officers for 2012-2013  
President — John Migas 

Vice President — J Jackson 
Secretary — Leslie Nanney 
Treasurer — Dan Krabill 

Immediate Past President 
Aaron Cook 

Directors  
Terms expire 2013 Terms expire 2014 
Eve Harrison 
	

Miles Beach 
Barbara Stump 
	

Lindy Johnson 
Rocky Voci 
	

Larry Miller 
Chapter presidents 

serve as ex-officio directors. 

Chapters  
Ben Morrison 	Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 	(chartered May 1980) 
Jim Duffy, Pres. 	 Rick Bauer, Pres. 

Louisiana 	 Tri-State 
(chartered June 1981) 	(chartered Oct. 1981) 
Dr. Allen Owings, Pres. 	Greg Wedding, Pres. 

Texas 	 Oconee 
(chartered May 1989) 	(chartered Nov. 1991) 
JoAnn Smith, Pres. 	 Jim Thornton, Pres. 

Vaseyi 	 Lake Michigan 
(chartered Nov. 2001) 	(chartered May 2003) 
April Sanborn, Pres. 	Phil Lanning, Pres. 

Alabamense 	Southern California 
(chartered May 2005) 	(chartered March 2007) 
Patrick Thompson, Pres. 	Jim Jaeger, Pres. 

Rev. John Drayton 
(chartered May 2010) 
Tom Johnson, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all interested 
parties for an annual amount of $25; life-mem-
bership for one or two persons at the same ad-
dress is $500. Members receive The Azalea', 
and are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chapter 
with which the member affiliates. For infor-
mation and a membership application, write to 
Leslie Nanney, Secretary, 8646 Tuttle Road, 
Springfield, VA 22152 or visit www.azaleas.org. 
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A Athena....Classic Athens 

• Dooley Garden water scene 

"Classic Athens" National ASA Convention 
Athens, Georgia April 18-21, 2013 

Jim Thornton - Conyers, Georgia  

You may know Athens, Georgia, as 
home of the University of Georgia 

and the Georgia Bulldogs, but it's also the 
"Classic City of the South" where rich tra-
ditions at the heart of a hip college town 
create a culture unlike any other. 

Nestled below the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains, 70 miles from Atlanta, Athens is a 
harmony of old and new: Antebellum 
architecture, contemporary art and eclec-
tic night life, a Victorian era downtown 
teeming with funky shops and one of the 
South's most progressive culinary scenes. 

Come join us at the convention start-
ing at noon on April 18 through April 21, 
2013. Our hotel is the Holiday Inn, 197 
E. Broad Street in downtown Athens. We 
have special room rates at $109 for both 
singles and doubles. This rate will include 
free full breakfast and free parking. 

Please use our special Group code 
(AZA/Association) when making reser-
vations. Call the hotel directly at 706-549-
4433. 

Thursday, April 18 

We officially begin at 7 p.m. but reg-
istration opens at noon and the ASA board 
meeting starts at 2 p.m. The plant sale 
starts at 4 p.m. Come early and settle in 
for the welcoming meeting. 

We're happy to have Dr. Wilf Nich-
olls, Director of the State Botanical Gar-
dens of Georgia, speak to us. Dr Nich-
olls, born in London, England, received 
his PhD (Botany) from the University of 
British Columbia in 1984. After several 
positions with botanical gardens, he came 
to Athens in 2010 as director of the State 
Botanical Gardens of Georgia. 

Wilf has spent considerable time in 
the wilds of Morocco, Spain, the Yu-
kon, Alaska, and Labrador collecting 
plant specimens for research projects. 
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A John and Charlotte Waters home - "Greyside" 

Friday, April 19 

Dooley Garden 

We will start boarding our buses at 
8:45 a.m., leaving at 9 a.m. to start our 
tour of local Athens gardens. We start 
with the home of Vince and Barbara 
Dooley. 

When you think Vince Dooley, 
you think "Coach", "UGA" and "Bull-
dogs"! After all, he was the Head coach 
and Athletic Director at the University 

A Botanical Garden of Georgia 

of Georgia for many years and has au-
thored many books, all about football, 
of course! On retiring, he headed up 
another team. Again being the "Coach" 
but in a totally different field...garden-
ing! Starting with the landscape at the 
house he and wife, Barbara, purchased 
in 1964, Vince has transformed their 
home place into a Southern Living 
magazine featured garden. 

The estate, some five acres, abounds 
with trails with collections of Japanese 
maples, hydrangeas (even one that 
bears his name), lots of exotic shade 
plants and of course, azaleas. We'll see 

lots of water features, statues, a plant 
container garden and miniature Japa-
nese garden and teahouse. The Dool-
ey garden is a "work in progress" and 
by the time we get there, we might be 
in for a surprise or two! 

On top of this, Vince will be on 
hand to sell and sign his newest gar-
den book! 

Waters Garden 

With a short walk down the street, 
we'll visit the garden of John and 
Charlotte Waters. "Greyside", con-
structed in 1923, was designed by lo-
cal architect Fred On in the popular 
Colonial Revival style. The landscape 
was developed by the current own-
ers as a series of garden rooms, each 
with its own character. Azaleas, box-
woods, camellias, ferns, hostas, and 
hydrangeas are accented with garden 
structures, benches, urns, sculptural 
objects, and three water features. 

Botanical Garden of Georgia 

From there we head to the State 
Botanical Garden of Georgia, where 
we'll spend some time and have 
lunch. Look, we've all been on tours 
of botanical type gardens but this one 
can and should be at the top of the 
"best" list. 

It's a three hundred plus acre pre-
serve that was set aside by the Uni-
versity of Georgia in 1968 for the 
study and enjoyment of plants and 
nature. It's a "living laboratory" for 
the university and the public. The gar-
den contains a wide variety of natural 
features and habitats common to the 
Georgia Piedmont area, and a number 
of specialty gardens and collections. 

The theme gardens, collections, 
and display beds contain plants of 
interest throughout the year. For ex-
ample, the Heritage Garden contains 
plants of historic interest such as 
heirloom annuals, perennials, and an-
tique roses. There are fruit crops such 
as peaches, apples, and pears; There 
are row crops like cotton, tobacco, 
and peanuts, as well as a selection of 
plants native to Georgia. 
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Then there is the International 
Garden, which explores the interrela-
tionship of plants and people through-
out our civilization. The Herb Gar-
den, Physic Garden, and Bog Garden 
are located within the context of the 
International Garden. Special collec-
tions represent the flora of the Middle 
East, Spanish America, American 
South, and China. 

The Shade Garden is made up of 
seven plazas that represent the seven 
districts of the Garden Club of Geor-
gia starting with a wisteria-covered 
arbor on the main plaza providing a 
commanding view of this garden that 
features shade tolerant plants. Major 
collections include azaleas, redbuds, 
camellias, magnolias, laurels, dog-
woods, and viburnums. The Native 
Flora Garden adjoins the Shade gar-
den where native species, many rare, 
threatened and endangered, can be 
found. 

The Flower Garden includes 
roses, dahlias, iris, butterfly plants, 
a fragrance garden, and collection of 
other herbaceous plants such as gar-
den annuals and perennials, daylilies, 
daffodils, and peonies. 

Karp/Morrison Garden 

Next, we visit the Cindy Karp and 
John Morrison garden a few miles 
away but well worth it. One of the 
Athens Garden Tour selections for 
the 2012 venue, this five acre prop-
erty draws the visitor to various focal 
points including many sculptures, a 
pond, waterfall, and pool area. 

The approach to the garden will 
be ablaze with color from tulips and 
azaleas planted en-masse along either 
side of the driveway. 

Giberson Garden 

Last, but not least on our tour, is 
the Tom and Ram Giberson garden, a 
two and one-half acre lot in a subdi-
vision that has been transformed into 
an oasis that features waterfalls, koi 
ponds, and a spirit house, exemplify-
ing a Thai tradition. There is a huge 
collection of Japanese maples with  

numerous groupings of plants sur-
passing anything you might find in 
any botanical garden. Ram Giberson 
has created a landscape on her own 
that will leave you in awe! We've al-
lowed you plenty of time to let it all 
sink in and to take plenty of pictures. 
You won't want to miss the duck 
and chicken houses...these ain't just 
"Chicken Coops"! Be sure your cam-
era battery has a full charge! 

Friday Speakers 

Friday night, we'll go back in 
time and learn more about the lives 
of several of our most notable Azalea 
Society plantsmen. 

Maarten van der Giessen will 
give us some insight into his work 
and friendship with the late Dr . Eu-
gene Aromi. Dennis Royal, friend 
and confident of the late James Har-
ris, will share his experiences with 
James, who passed away last year. 
Finally, Jeff Beasley will take us 
back with tales about a "father-son" 
relationship with his dad, George 
Beasley of Transplant Nursery. 

We all know about the strides 
these hybridizers made and the lega-
cy they left in the industry, but what 
about their personal life? Perhaps we 
will find out! 

Saturday, April 20 

Homeplace Garden Nursery 

Again, we start boarding our bus-
es about 8:30 a.m., headed for Com-
merce, Georgia to visit the Home-
place Garden Nursery, owned and 
operated by the Willis Harden family 
for over 35 years. Homeplace Gar-
dens grows a wide selection of plants 
suited for the shade, specializing in 
Japanese maples, rhododendrons, 
kalmias, pieris, conifers and other 
shade-loving plants. All these plant 
varieties have been carefully selected 
and grown outdoors to insure they 
are hardy and well acclimated. 

We'll spend enough time for you 
to wander around the woodlands  

where the trails will lead you through 
a botanical garden-like setting sur-
prising you with exotic trees and 
shrubs that have been collected over 
the years, including evergreen and 
deciduous azaleas. Many collections 
of flowers should be in bloom along 
the trails. 

Before we leave, we'll enjoy 
some of Georgia's best BBQ! 

Transplant Nursery 

Our next stop is Lavonia, Georgia 
home of Transplant Nursery. If you 
don't recognize the Transplant name, 
then how about George and Mary 
Beasley? Remember, George created 
some great crosses of deciduous aza-
leas that are still in trade, like 'Deliv-
erance', `Nacoochee', and of course 
the popular 'My Mary' named for his 
wife. 

The nursery, owned and operated 
by Jeff and Lisa Beasley, offers qual-
ity products while expanding their 
selection of new introductions. They 
maintain a wide selection of native 

♦ Karp/Morrison Garden 
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♦ Homeplace Nursery container staging area 

♦ Native Azalea Garden at Transplant Nursery 
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and evergreen azaleas, camellias, Jap-
anese maples, and other shade trees 
and shrubs. Hopefully, their garden of 
natives will be in bloom for us. 

Founders Garden 

Heading back to the Holiday Inn, 
we stop in at the Founders Garden, 
which was created as a living memo- 

rial to the twelve founders of the La-
dies Garden Club of Athens...the first 
garden club of America, organized in 
1891. 

The layout of the two and one—half 
acre series of gardens consist of a for-
mal boxwood garden, two courtyards, 
a terrace, a perennial garden and an 
arboretum. In addition, the property 
maintains an old smokehouse for a 
living museum to the twelve original  

garden club ladies. Historical memen-
tos, pictures and a painting depicting 
the historical meeting are among the 
most treasured items in the museum. 

University of Georgia 

Trial Garden 

Our convention tours end at the 
Trial Gardens of the University of 
Georgia which were started in 1982 by 
Dr. Allan Armitage, Dr. Michael Din, 
and a number of students of the univer-
sity. They plowed ground, built walk 
ways, and got support from the Pan-
American seed company. Today, they 
receive plants and seeds from almost 
all seed breeding companies in the 
world, along with material from peren-
nial plant nurseries, individual grow-
ers, and gardeners. 

The primary functions of the gar-
den are research, teaching, and plant 
introduction. It is open to the public 
and professionals alike. Detailed in-
formation on the plants under trial is 
available to all who visit the gardens. 

Trials are planted in April and May 
and consist of major and minor bed-
ding classes, tropicals, vines, plantings 
of annuals, in over 150 free—standing 
containers, and three large perennial 
beds. 

Banquet and Annual Meeting 

Saturday evening brings us to our 
annual banquet and business meeting. 
This year, we are proud to present Dr. 
Michael A. Din as our keynote speak-
er. 

Dr. Din worked at a nursery and 
garden center to pay his way to earn 
Bachelor and Master of Science de-
grees at the Ohio State University. He 
went on to earn a doctorate in plant 
physiology at the University of Mas-
sachusetts, and began his teaching ca-
reer in 1972 as an assistant professor 
at the University of Illinois. He became 
a Mercer Fellow at the Arnold Arbore-
tum of Harvard University in 1978 and 
became the Director of the University 
of Georgia Botanical Garden in 1979. 
He returned to teach at University of 

continued on page 47 
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Great Mullein 
William C. Miller III - Bethesda Maryland 

"If you stand by the river long enough, you will see the bodies of your enemies float by." 
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trange as it may seem, there is a parallel with gar- 
dening. If you sit in your garden long enough, you 

will see all make and manner of industrial grade weeds 
attempt to establish themselves in your landscape. If 
you have yet to experience Porcelain-berry (Ampelop-
sis brevipedunculata), Mile-a-minute weed (Persicaria 
perfoliata), or Bishop's weed (Aegopodium podagrar-
ia) just sit back in your garden chair and wait. 

Several springs ago, I observed a new botanical 
visitor to my garden that resembled a lamb's-ears-like 
(Stachys byzantina) rosette on fuzzy steroids. I didn't 
know what it was, but it looked interesting. It looked 
harmless enough, so I decided to wait and see what it 
would do. It didn't occur to me that this new volunteer 
might be a biennial (a plant which requires two years 
to complete its life cycle). As you might expect, the 
second year was something of a surprise. It wasn't a 
repeat of the nice neat little fuzzy rosette, but a fuzzy 
rosette with a towering nine foot, fuzzy, central stalk 
with several flowering spikes. Making the rounds of 
my colleagues who have a better grasp on matters hor-
ticultural, I learned that this was something called mul-
lein (pronounced mull-lin). 

Great mullein or common mullein (Verbascum 
thapsus) is a member of the snapdragon family and 
is native to Europe, northern Africa, and Asia. It was 
introduced into the U.S. by the European colonists as 
either an ornamental, a medicinal herb, or a fish poi-
son. Subsequently, it escaped and has become "natu-
ralized" throughout the U.S. Today, it is in Australia, 
New Zealand, Hawaii, Chile, Argentina, and Japan. 
Many places consider it a weed and a "noxious weed" 
at that. From the 1974 Federal Noxious Weed Act, a 
noxious weed means "any living stage, such as seeds 
and reproductive parts, of any parasitic or other plant 
of a kind, which is of foreign origin, is new to or not 
widely prevalent in the United States, and can directly 
or indirectly injure crops, other useful plants, livestock, 
or poultry or other interests of agriculture, including ir-
rigation, or navigation, or the fish or wildlife resources 
of the United States or the public health." In short, on 
reputation alone, mullein might not be a welcome addi-
tion to your garden. 
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Sun Tzu (544 - 496 BC) Chinese general, strategist, 
philosopher, and the author of "The Art of War" 

Common names (not a complete list) include: 
Aaron's Rod, Adam's Flannel, Beggar's Blanket, 
Blanket Herb, Bullock's Lungwort, Candlewick Plant, 
Clown's Lungwort, Feltwort, Hag Taper, High Taper, 
Indian Flannel, Jacob's Staff, Molene, Our Lady's 
Flannel, Quaker Rouge, St. Peter's Staff, Torches, Vel-
vet Dock, Velvet Plant, Witches' Taper, Woolen, and 
Woolly Mullein. These names allude to either some 
physical aspect of the plant or to its many uses. 

Mullein has a lengthy record. On the one hand, 
Pedanius Dioscorides (40-90 AD), a Greek physi-
cian, pharmacologist, and botanist, recommended its 
use in treating lung problems. At one time or another, 
the leaves, flowers, and roots have been used to heal 
wounds, sooth sprains, quiet coughs, cure hemor-
rhoids, earache, asthma, nasal congestion, sore throats, 
pneumonia, cystitis, and irritable bladder. If homeopa-
thy is your thing, mullein is available in pellet, liquid, 
tincture, granules, and ointment. 

The utility of mullein also extends to non me-
dicinal purposes. In parts of Europe, mullein stalks 
were dipped in tallow to create a torch to frighten 
away witches. The dried leaves make excellent tinder 
for starting fires. When rolled and dried, leaves were 

continued on page 51 

• Fig.1 - In the first year, mullein produces a rosette 
of hairy, greyish-green leaves. It is roughly circular, 
and it is about one meter (39 inches) in diameter. 



continued from page 45 

Georgia in 1981, and was promoted to Professor in 1984. 
Dirr is one of the principals of Georgia Plant, Inc., which 
has introduced many new cultivars to the plant trade. 

Dr. Dirr has published more than 300 scientific papers 
and articles and his book, Manual of Woody Landscape 
Plants: Their Identification, Ornamental Characteristics, 
Culture and Propagation And Uses has become one of the 
most widely adopted reference text in the education of hor-
ticulture and landscape architecture students. It has sold 
over 250,000 copies. 

This will be a wonderful weekend of beautiful gardens 
and delightful speakers. The invitation is issued - come ex-
perience "Classic Athens". 

2013 ASA Convention Schedule 
Hosted by the Oconee Chapter 

Thursday, April 18 

Registration Open 
	

Noon-7 p.m. 
ASA Board Meeting 
	

2-4 p.m 
Dinner on your own 
Plant sale 
	

4-7 p.m. 
Reception/Cash Bar 
	

6-7 p.m. 
Welcome/Speaker 
	

7-9 p.m. 

7-8 a.m. 

9 a.m. 

4 p.m. 

5-7 p.m. 
6-7 p.m. 
7-9 p.m. 

9 a.m. 

5-7 p.m. 
6-7 p.m. 

7-10 p.m. 

8 a.m. 

Jim Thornton is a co-founder and first President 
of the Oconee Chapter He has been a director Vice 
President, President of the ASA, a chair of various 
committees and was the first Chairman of the Azalea 
Research Foundation. 

He is a frequent contributor to The Azalean. 

Convention Hotel 

Holiday Inn 
197 E. Broad Street 

Athens, Georgia 30601 

Direct Number: 706-549-4433 

Room rate is $109; single or double, including 
free full breakfast and free parking. 

When mtaking reservations, 
please mention our group code 

AZA 
to receive eur group discount. 

Advertise Your Business! 
Ad Size (h x w, Inches) Rate Per Issue 

1/8 page 3.0 x 2.35 $50 

1/4 page 3.65 x 4.8 $100 
1/2 page 7.5 x 4.8 $175 
Full page 7.5 x 9.75 $300 

Back cover 8.75 x 11.25 $450 
All rates include four-color process printing. 

For more information, visit www.azaleas.org  

Friday, April 19 

Registration 
Complimentary Breakfast 
Tour Bus Departs 

Dooley/ Waters Gardens 
Georgia Botanical Gardens 
Lunch 
Karp/Morrison Garden 
Giberson Garden 

Return to Holiday Inn 
Dinner on your own 
Plant sale 
Cash Bar 
Speakers 

Maarten van der Giessen 
Dennis Royal 
Jeff Beasley 

Saturday, April 20 

Complimentary Breakfast 
Tour Bus Departs 

Homeplace Gardens Nursery 
Lunch 
Transplant Nursery 
Founders Garden 
UGA Trial Gardens 

Return to Holiday Inn 
Plant Sale 
Reception/Cash Bar 
Banquet /Meeting 

Business Meeting, Awards 
Speaker: Dr Michael Din 

Sunday, April 21 

ASA Board meeting 
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hi/ Memory 
In Memory: Mary 

Louise (Fisher) 
Rutley, 1930-2012 

It is with great sadness 
that I report the pass-

ing of Mary Rutley. On 
August 14th, while visit-
ing the crash site of United 
Airlines Flight 93, (the 
passenger flight which was 
hijacked by four al-Qaeda 
terrorists on September 11, 
2001), Mary suffered a se-
vere stroke. Hospitalized 
in Pittsburgh, she died nine 
days later on August 23rd, 
bringing to a close a life 

characterized by personal commitment, kindness, and limitless 
generosity. 

Mary was born on September 10, 1930 to Glenn and Mary 
(Eich) Fisher in Plymouth, Indiana, the county seat of Marshall 
County in north-central Indiana on the banks of the Yellow River. 
A graduate of Lincoln High School (class of 1948), she attend-
ed the International Business School of Fort Wayne where her 
course of study was Executive Secretarial Science. Her working 
career began as a federal employee at the Pentagon. She mar-
ried John "Jack" Dawson Rutley, a civilian cartographer with 
the Army Map Service of the US Army Corps of Engineers, on 
November 11, 1950, and together, they raised three daughters: 
Sharon Bouchard of Annapolis, Maryland; Sue Gillespie of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; and Nancy Baugher of Silver Spring, Maryland. 
Mary is survived by her daughters, her brother Thomas G. Fisher 
of Plymouth, by four grandchildren, and by four great grandchil-
dren. After raising her children, she returned to federal employ-
ment as a specialist in Human Resources "Personnel" at the Na-
tional Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), (the 
federal agency responsible for conducting research and making 
recommendations for the prevention of work-related injury and 
illness) where she remained until retirement. She retired when 
Jack took early retirement. Jack preceded her in death in 1992. 

Mary loved gardening, collecting glass, and all things related 
to "lighthouses". Over the years, she was a Girl Scout leader. She 
was interested in local politics and served as an election judge. 
She volunteered at a local food pantry and drove patients in need 
of transportation to medical appointments. Like most people, 
Mary discovered that retirement opens up many opportunities to 
pursue new or even deferred interests. 

Knowing that Dianne Gregg of Potomac, Maryland, shared 
Mary's interest in glass, I asked Dianne to offer a few thoughts: 

I first met Mary Rutley when she was one of the organizers 
of the Dotflinger Glass Show back in the late 1970s. The 
show was sponsored by the National Early American Glass  

Club and organized and run by Mary's Dotflinger Chapter, 
all the participating members volunteering their time. This 
glass show became one of the premier glass shows in the 
US for many years. Mary was always involved. 

She collected Early American glass cup plates. I think she 
finally stopped collecting cup plates when she ran out of 
space. Then she started concentrating on azaleas which 
fortunately grow outside. Mary had a similar position in 
her glass club as she did in her chapter of the Azalea So-
ciety Vice President --- "Program Chairman". Both the 
Dorflinger Chapter of the NAGC and the Azalea Society 
will miss her. 

Another one of Mary's interests was Brookside Gardens, the 
regional demonstration garden in Wheaton, Maryland. The re-
cords at Brookside show that she started as a volunteer in 1983. 
She started as a guide at McCrillis Gardens, the five acre gar-
den managed by Brookside Gardens in Bethesda, Maryland. At 
Brookside proper, she was an adult guide and a children's guide. 
She was a conservatory assistant, a docent for the Wings of Fancy 
exhibit, a visitor survey assistant, a gift shop volunteer, an in-
formation desk attendant, a Friends of Brookside Gardens board 
member, and a Butterfly House gardener. In short, she was very 
many things to very many people, and she made a lot of friends 
along the way. 

I met Mary through the Azalea Society. We both belonged to 
the Brookside Gardens Chapter, the oldest chapter in the Society. 
The records indicate that she joined the ASA in 1978. She was a 
regular participant in the chapter's annual flower show and rou-
tinely volunteered to staff the membership table where the pub-
lic could ask questions about gardening and azaleas. She helped 
with the several annual marts (sales) that generated the resources 
necessary to keep the chapter operational. She kept records at the 
chapter auction, the chief chapter fund raiser that took place in 
the autumn at Brookside Gardens. 

Mary was ever the eager participant with the seven national 
meetings that the Brookside Gardens Chapter sponsored from 
1979 to 2006. In 1989, she was honored with the Frederic P. 
Lee Commendation, which was established in 1982 to recognize 
those individuals or group members of the chapter who distin-
guished themselves through participation in chapter activities. 

Perhaps Mary's grandest contribution was her willingness to 
serve as chapter vice president, a responsibility she assumed in 
1989 and served for 22 years. As chapter president, I had first 
hand knowledge of Mary's contribution. In retrospect, she was 
paid a compliment by a staff member at Brookside Gardens when 
he remarked that to him "she was the face" of the Azalea Society. 

William C. Miller III 
Bethesda, Maryland 
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Nears 
Azalea Research Foundation Receives 

Generous Donation from Vaseyi Chapter 
Thank you Vaseyi Chapter members! 

The Azalea Research Foundation would like to 
thank the Vaseyi Chapter members for hosting a won-
derful annual conference and allowing representatives 
of our Azalea Research Foundation the opportunity to 
make a brief presentation to the membership about the 
work of our ASA research foundation. 

The generosity of the Vaseyi Chapter did not stop 
with being a gracious host to the Azalea Society. After 
the conference was over we received a notice from the 
Vaseyi Chapter that they had voted to donate $2,000 
of the positive fund balance from the meeting to the 
Azalea Research Foundation. We would like to thank 
the Vaseyi Chapter members for this generous donation 
which will leverage additional long term returns from a 
wonderful event. 

As the calendar moves toward the end of the year 
we would like to encourage Azalea Society of America 

Call for Articles 
The Azalean needs more good articles about azaleas, 
their care, and their use in the landscape. Ideas include: 

• Articles describing new public gardens or special 
azalea collections being created in your area. 

• Descriptions and photographs of Society 
members' gardens. 

• Information about azalea festivals and sales. 

• Historic garden restoration stories. 

• Articles about noteworthy azalea hybrid groups 
or new species or cultivar introductions. 

Submit articles as Microsoft Word documents. 
Illustrations are highly encouraged and at least 4 x 
6 inches at 300 dpi. Submit to: Preston and Bonnie 
Cooley, Editors, 6900 Skillman St., Unit 304C, Dallas, 
TX 75231, 

E-mail: theazalean@gmail.com.  

members and friends to consider a tax deductible 
contribution to support the research work funded 
through the Azalea Research Foundation. Donations 
can be made to the Azalea Research foundation at 
the address below, or directly to our ASA Treasurer 
Dan Krabill, 6009 Copley Lane, McLean VA. 22101. 
Please make donations payable to ASA-ARF, or note 
on the check that the donation is for the Azalea Re-
search Foundation. We will send you a confirmation 
of your donation for your tax records. 

A lot of information about our research foundation 
is on the ASA web site, but if you want more infor-
mation, or wish to discuss a potential research pro-
posal, please feel free to contact the Azalea Research 
Foundation, Hale Booth, 7085 Sawyer Road, Signal 
Mountain, TN 37377. 

MOVING? 

The U.S. Post Office will not forward 
The Azalean nor deliver it to a bad mailing 
address. Please notify the Society of any 

errors or changes in your mailing address. 
E-mail dnanney@cox,net 
mail address changes to: 

Leslie Nanney, ASA Secretary 
8646 Tuttle Road 

Springfield. VA 22152 
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Northern Virginia 
Barry Sperling - Corresponding Secretary 

On November 11, Chapter President Rick Bauer gave 
a talk on the hybrids of his Tidewater neighbor, Sandra 
McDonald. Many of her plants are in the nearby Norfolk 
Botanical Garden. Rick had many slides of her flowers, 
and we were making up our own lists of her plants to get 
for ourselves. Additionally, Don Hyatt discussed a pos-
sible joint convention in Norfolk with the ARS, coming 
up in 2016. 

The annual Holiday party was enjoyable for everyone 
as many people brought homemade dishes and no one had 
a need for supper that night. A business meeting discussed 
the previous year's and upcoming budgets, with a surplus 
of several thousand dollars going to the National Arbore-
tum's azalea intern fund, the White Botanical Estate and at 
least one of three other possibilities to be decided on later. 
The upcoming convention in 2016 was also discussed at 
length and it all was topped off with a gift exchange. We 
have to thank Barbara and Roger Randall, of Spotsylvania, 
for opening their spacious, beautifully Christmas-themed 
home to our chapter. We're all looking forward to a great 
2013! 

Texas 
Sherrie Randall- Corresponding Secretary 

The Texas chapter held their fall meeting at the Dore-
mus wholesale nursery in Warren, Texas. Manager Mark 
Bronstad welcomed us then gave us a brief history of this 
family-owned nursery followed by a tour. The members 
were impressed with the vast but impeccably maintained 
greenhouses. They supply hard-to-find and Texas-tough 
plants mainly to the southern nurseries of Texas. After the 
tour, members scattered to purchase plants of their choice. 
Our brief business/lunch meeting concluded with a plant 
raffle thanks to donations from Mark and Bayou Bend, 
courtesy of Vice President Bart Brechter. 

Alabamense 
Pam Thompson - Corresponding Secretary 

The Alabamense Chapter is visiting the northern end of 
its range for a fall meeting at the Huntsville Botanical Gar- 
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dens. It will include our first seed swap and propagation 
tips from one of the state's most prolific growers, Vernon 
Bush. Azalea gardeners from across the state have no-
ticed surprising amounts of fall blooms from native aza-
leas, rhododendrons, and hybrid deciduous azaleas. Au-
burn locals report great success with propagation efforts 
over the summer to secure plant material from Auburn 
University's Camp Hill Azalea Research Project. This 
should result in hundreds of Satsuki azaleas cropping up 
in gardens around East Alabama as our cuttings continue 
to grow. 

Rev. John Drayton 
Lynda Creek - Corresponding Secretary 

On October 22, 2012 a regular business meeting was 
held. Suzi DuRant and Lynda Creek gave an update on 
where things stand for the 2014 Convention as well as what 
needs to happen next in order to keep everything on sched-
ule. The goal is to have everything in place by the 2013 
Convention in Georgia. 

Our new Officers and Executive board were selected. 
They are as follows: 

President-Tom Johnson 
Vice President-Miles Beach (program chairman) 
Treasurer-Maggie Fernald 
Secretary-Linda Wood 
At Large 

1. Norma Wolf 
2. Shirley Maggard 

Committees: 
Propagation-Miles Beach, Tom Johnson, 

Bob Williams 
Fund Raising-Ron Boyce 
Public Relations-Donna McCellan 
Membership Committee- Mary Ann Johnson, 

Lynda Creek 
Hospitality-Maggie Fernald, Tom Johnson 
Scribe-Linda Wood 
2014 Convention Chair-Suzi DuRant 

Tom Johnson gave a program on azalea seed propa-
gation, hybridization, collecting and planting. There 
was also a plant giveaway. 
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continued from page 46 

used as wicks in candles. Mullein leaves were worn as 
charms to both ensure and prevent conception, a neat 
trick. The Romans used it as a hair rinse to restore hair 
color. Quaker women applied it to their checks as a 
cosmetic substitute for rouge. Finally, the flower stalks 
are decorative and can serve as an element in a dried 
floral arrangement. 

Now before anyone tries any of the many recipes 
(e.g., mullein-flower tea or mullein flowers in milk) 
that are available on the Internet, you should under-
stand that the leaves contain rotenone (an insecticide) 
and coumarin (a blood thinner). Further, most all of the 
recipes recommend that you filter out the hairs which 
can be quite irritating to skin and mucous membranes. 

In the Garden 

As mentioned above, mullein is a biennial. It is 
a dicot, it likes sandy, loamy, or clay soils, and it has 
no pH preference. It requires a sunny location and 
will not grow in shade. It is particularly at home in 
disturbed soil and can be found in roadsides, embank-
ments, vacant lots, or eventually as a volunteer in your 
garden. It's cold hardy to zone 3 and frost tolerant. 

In the first year, mullein forms a modest rosette of 
large velvety leaves (Fig.1). The literature says that 
the leaves are up to 50 cm (almost 20 inches) long. 
A leaf from my plant, selected for its significant size, 
measured 42 cm (approx. 16 inches) long and 15 cm 
(six inches) across at its widest point (Fig. 2). Aside 
from the leaf's remarkable size, the other obvious and 
inescapable feature is the star-shaped trichomes (hairy 
epidermal outgrowths) which cover everything and 
give a velvety feel and a silvery appearance (Fig.3). 

♦ Fig. 2 - Mullein leaves are grayish green, large, and ye vety 
to the touch. 

♦ g. 	s s a 1 seup o t 1 verse su ace o a a. 
Just about every surface of mullein is covered with stellate 
trichomes or star-like hairs which are epidermal outgrowths 
that protect from frost damage, reduce evaporation, and 
diminish its attractiveness to herbivores. 

♦ Fig. 4 - The reverse view of a leaf reveals the prominent 

central vein and the reticulate venation pattern. 

The leaves have a strong central rib with a reticulate 
venation (Fig. 4). The typical leaf is generally oblong, 
the leaf tip is broadly acute, and the base is cuneate. 

In the second year, the rosette returns and a solid, 
three meter (approx. 10 foot) stalk develops from the 
center of the rosette (Fig. 5). The central stem may 
branch into one or more floral spikes of varying length 
before it terminates. The leaves are alternately arranged 
up the stalk, differ in shape, and decrease in size. The 
upper leaves are "decurrent". That means the base of 
the leaf extends down the stalk and attaches below the 
leaf's insertion point. It's an unusual look if you haven't 
seen it before. 

The flowers are complete (having all four structural 
whorls represented) and pentamerous (having flower 
parts in groups of five). Each yellow flower is about 
2.0 cm (between the size of a nickel and a quarter) 
across, has five unequal stamens, a five-lobed folia-
ceous calyx, a five-petalled corolla, and a pistil (Fig. 6). 
Flowering lasts up to three months beginning in early 
summer. Bloom begins at the bottom of the spike and 
progresses in an upward direction as it elongates, with 
only several flowers blooming at one time. Each flower 
only lasts for a single day. Self-pollination can occur if 
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the insects (chiefly bumblebees) are not available, and 
a very large number of little brown seeds are produced. 
The seeds are small enough to be wind-borne, and they 
retain their ability to germinate for many years. 

Ecological Impact 

While mullein cannot compete with well estab-
lished plants, it can become a problem where vegeta-
tion is scarce. It often appears after forest fires and 
impedes normal succession. It hosts both pest (e.g., 
thrips and spider mites) and beneficial insects (e.g., 
predatory mites, the minute pirate bug, and the mul-
lein plant bug (Orius tristicolor and Campylomma 
verbasci respectively) and is a reservoir for cucumber 
mosaic virus (Erysiphum cichoraceum) and Texas root 
rot (Phymatotrichum omnivorum). 

After the novelty/fascination has worn off and 
you decide you've had enough mullein, control is best 
achieved by manual means. Mullein's hairy nature 
makes it difficult to effectively apply herbicides even 
with a surfactant, and the bunnies and deer don't seem 
interested. Burning is not a useful option because that 
approach significantly reduces good competition. Re-
alistically, it may take a number of years of pulling up 
rosettes before you exhaust the seed population and rid 
your garden of mullein. 

On balance, mullein is an interesting plant worth 
learning about. Unless you have a problem with witch 
control in your neighborhood, I don't recommend it as 
a worthwhile element for your garden. 
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cum-thapsus.aspx.  
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1977, pp. 99-104. 

Donald Wyman, Wyman's Gardening Encyclopedia, Mac-
millan Publishing Co., Inc., New York, NY, 1977, pp. 1151-
1152. 
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• Fig. 7,  - In th-e.2nd year, mullein erects a centralstalk fiom 
which one or more flowering spikes is derived. The author 
is about six feet tall. The stalk plus flowering spike is about 
three meters (10 feet) in length. 

V Fig. 6 - Mullein's bright yellow flowers are pentamerous 
and last a single day. Flowering starts at the bottom of the 
spike and proceeds upward at an irregular rate as the spike 
or spikes continue to elongate. 

William C. Miller III is a recipient of the Society's 
Distinguished Service Award and the Brookside Gar-
dens Chapter's Frederic P. Lee Commendation. He is 
twice past president of the Brookside Gardens Chap-
ter, a former vice president of the Society, a past mem-
ber of the ASA board of directors, past co-chairman of 
the ASA's membership committee, past chairman of the 
Public Information Committee, a long-time ASA mem-
ber, and a frequent contributor to The Azalean. 
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ASA/ARS Joint Convention 2012 
Preston & Bonnie Coo 	- Dallas, Texas 

The 2012 ASA/ARS joint convention was our first 
convention as the editors of The Azalean. We lived 
in Charleston, South Carolina at the time so we chose 
to drive to Asheville. We love the mountains of North 
Carolina and were excited to see them in the Spring. 
The convention headquarters was the Crowne Plaza 
Resort, which was very well appointed and conve-
niently located. The free shuttle service to downtown 
Asheville was especially nice! 

The convention opened on Friday, May 4. For the 
board members of the ASA and ARS this meant meet-
ings; for everyone else it was tours and sightseeing. For 
those that signed up, there was a pre-convention tour 
of the beautiful Biltmore Estate house and gardens. 
The house, which is the largest single-family home in 
America, stands within 8,000 acres of gardens and for-
est. Society members had the opportunity to tour the 
Shrub Garden, Spring Garden, Walled Garden, Azalea 
Garden, and the Vanderbilt home. Society members ar-
rived back in the afternoon and had some time to relax 
before heading off to the evening event. 

Friday evening was the welcome reception and 
presentation. The reception started around 4 with 
hearty appetizers and a bluegrass band. It was a time 
for people to filter in and socialize as they waited for 
the evening's presentation to begin. The presentation, 
given by Don Hyatt, was entitled Chasing the Bloom  

and it was very informative. He took us on a journey 
through the botanical diversity of the Southern Appala-
chian Mountains using wonderful images and humor. It 
is always refreshing to see a presenter who is passionate 
about their subject! 

Saturday started early for those going on the tour of 
gardens. Breakfast began at 6:30 and the buses, all six 
of them, were loaded and away by 8:30! Our journey 
started up the Blue Ridge Parkway to view wildflowers, 
azaleas, and rhododendrons in the wild. Our trip on the 
parkway was especially informative because we ended 
up on Don Hyatt's bus, and got to "chase the bloom" 
in real time! We saw so much of what Don had talked 
about the night before. Don't pass up a chance to have 
him as your guide; it is a rare treat. The weather was 
cold and damp, but the many native azaleas in bloom 
made it worthwhile. 

Our next stop was the Charles Dexter Owen Garden 
in Biltmore Forest, near the Biltmore Estate. This beau-
tiful estate was created by the current owner's father and 
mother in the early 20th century. The centerpiece of the 
garden is a collection of Dexter rhododendrons which 
the current owner's father had shipped by box cars from 
Cape Cod. This is one of only three major collections of 
Dexter rhododendrons in the world today! There were 
various species of rhododendron and azaleas planted on 
either side of the approach/driveway to the house. 

A Native Azaleas on Blue Ridge Parkway 	 ♦ Cascading Dexter Rhododendrons at the Charles Dexter 
Owen Garden 
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♦ The Charles Dexter Owen Garden 
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♦ Bonsai Garden at the North Carolina Arboretum 

♦ ̀Atnagasa' at the North Carolina Arboretum 

Upon reaching the top of the driveway we were met 
by a breath-taking display of Dexters cascading over 
a 50 foot long brick wall! As we continued our walk 
we passed the greenhouse that houses the owner's 
orchid collection, strolled through the perennial gar-
den and continued on to the lower shade garden. The 
shade garden had a variety of species of rhododen-
drons along with lilacs and dogwoods. There is also 
an extensive native garden on the property, which was 
just installed over the last year. 

Our final stop was the North Carolina Arboretum 
located in the Pisgah National Forest. This 435 acre 
arboretum includes of 65 acres of cultivated gardens 
and 10 miles of forested hiking/biking trails. The 
gardens were designed to reflect the heritage of the 
Southern Appalachians and the role plants played in 
the life of the people. The weather cleared and became 
almost warm, so walking was very pleasant. 

We saw the Quilt Garden, designed to reflect tradi-
tional quilt patterns, and the Bonsai Garden, which has 
one of the best collections of bonsai in the Southeast. 
The arboretum is also home to the eight acre National 
Native Azalea Collection, which holds 16 of the 17 
azalea species native to the United States. While most 
of these natives were past bloom, there were a handful 
of Rhododendron flammeum to brighten the path. The 
arboretum is definitely on the list of places to return to 
again and again. 

We returned to the hotel around 5 pm after a full day 
of taking in just some of the beauty of Western North 
Carolina. After a flower show judging workshop and 
hybridizers roundtable discussion, Saturday wrapped 
up with the Rhododendron Society banquet, meeting 
and award ceremony. This was followed by a presen-
tation by Christina Woodward and Nick Yarmoshuk 
on the Brueckner elepidot rhododendron hybrids and 
a program for their formal evaluation. 

Sunday was another day full of beautiful gardens in 
Hendersonville: the Grist gardens, the Collins garden, 
the Stewart garden, and the Stelloh garden, all gra-
ciously opened for convention goers to enjoy. 

In the Grist gardens we saw the Japanese Garden, 
complete with waterfalls and a pagoda. There was 
also a Charleston Garden and a Victorian Rose Gar-
den. Varieties of azaleas and rhododendrons are plant-
ed throughout the property. 
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The Collins garden is located on seven acres with 
two streams. The previous owner had an interest in 
dwarf plants, which you could see in the number of 
dwarf rhododendrons, conifers and azaleas, among oth-
er things. Two additional acres have been opened to dis-
play Cowles hybrid rhododendrons, deciduous azaleas 
and transplants from the dense plantings of the existing 
garden. 

The Stewart garden, located next to the Collins 
garden, was originally developed by Dr. August Kehr 
over two plus decades. The property encompasses ten 
acres. Due to Dr. Kehr's hybridization work, the gar-
den may contain the largest collection of magnolias in 
the country. The garden is also home to a vast collec-
tion of rhododendron and azalea hybrids, many of them 
developed by Dr. Kehr. 

The Stelloh garden is an informal woodland gar-
den full of azaleas, rhododendrons, Japanese maples, 
dwarf conifers, and wildflowers. The garden is mostly 
shade but it did have a few sunny spots. Everywhere we 
turned there was something different, something unex-
pected. For those who missed it, you missed a treat. 

Sunday evening wrapped up with the Azalea Soci-
ety banquet and meeting. Reports were presented, So-
ciety business was discussed, and at the end, awards 
were given. Afterwards was an enlightening presenta-
tion by Dr. Thomas Ranney entitled "Trekking through 
Swarms of Azaleas and Double Helices". Dr. Ranney 
and two of his graduate students, Kimberly Shearer and 
Jason Lattier, presented their two projects that study the 
role of hybridization and polyploidy in plant evolution. 

♦ The Charles Dexter Owen Perennial Garden 

♦ Dr. Thomas Ranney 

• Garden at White Gate Inn and Cottage 
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Thank you to the Vaseyi Chapter for all of your hard 
work and diligence. This joint convention was a huge 
success and enjoyed by all who attended. 

♦ Buddy Lee and John Migas at the plant sale 
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Visit our display garden 
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AZALEA HILL GARDENS & NURSERY 

EVERGREEN AZALEAS 

We grow Glenn Dale, Back Acre, Robin Hill, Satsuki, Huang, 

Holly Springs and others 

Azalea Liners... 4 inch pots. We ship! 

1106 S. Evans Road 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 

Phone (870) 247-1574 

Visit www.azaleahillgardens-arkansas.com  
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The Conifer Society welcomes you! 

Conifers and azaleas are natural garden companions 

Add year-round color and texture 

Brighten small garden spaces 

Create living sculptures 

Screen views and create focal points 

Visit www.conifersociety.org  

call (410) 721-6611 or mail $30 annual dues to: 

Conifer Society 

P.O. Box 3422 

Crofton, MD 21114-0422 

Join the Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society welcomes membership by anyone interested in 
azaleas, from all cultures and disciplines. We invite those who wish to 
learn, and those who know and wish to share their knowledge. 

Member Name 

Street Address 

may, -Slate, Nine-Digit Zip Code 

Area Code and Telephone Number / Private ( 	) 

E-Mail Address / Private ( 	) 

Type of Membership: 

CI 	Individual ($25 U.S., Canada, Mexico / $40 International) 
0 	Contributing ($50) 
0 	Supporting ($100) 
o 	Endowment ($200) 
0 	Lifetime ($500 U.S., Canada, Mexico I $800 International) 

Chapter Affiliation: 

0 	Alabamense (AL) 	0 	Rev. John Drayton 
0 	Ben Morrison (MD) 	0 	Southern California (CA) 
0 	Lake Michigan (MI, IL, IN) 	0 	Texas (TX) 
0 	Louisiana (LA) 	 0 	Tri-State (IN, IL, MI) 
0 	Northern Virginia (VA) 	0 	Vaseyi (NC, SC, TN) 
0 	Oconee (GA) 	 ci 	At-Large (no affiliation) 

Mail membership application form along with your check or money 
order to: 

Dan Krabill 
ASA Treasurer 
6009 Copely Lane 
McLean, VA 22101 

Privacy Notice: Membership information is published in the society's 
membership roster and quarterly journal, The Azalean. Information 
may also be published in a password-protected online Roster available 
only to society members. If you mark ("X") private on your telephone 
number and/or e-mail address, it will only be used for official society 
business and will not be published. 

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
75 acres located 4.5 miles from Fayetteville, GA 

• 13 acres planted with Azaleas, Rhododendrons, 
Camellias, Japanese Maples, and Conifers 
and other companion plants. 

• 40 acres of pasture, remaining acres are wooded 
• Planted area irrigated using 43 timer stations 
• 2 Ponds (3.5 acres and 3/4 acre) stocked 
• 2,700 sq. foot house with unfinished basement 

For more information: 770-490-5545 
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