
In Memory: Mary 
Louise (Fisher) 

Rutley, 1930-2012 

It is with great sadness 
that I report the pass-

ing of Mary Rutley. On 
August 14th, while visit-
ing the crash site of United 
Airlines Flight 93, (the 
passenger flight which was 
hijacked by four al-Qaeda 
terrorists on September 11, 
2001), Mary suffered a se-
vere stroke. Hospitalized 
in Pittsburgh, she died nine 
days later on August 23rd, 
bringing to a close a life 

characterized by personal commitment, kindness, and limitless 
generosity. 

Mary was born on September 10, 1930 to Glenn and Mary 
(Eich) Fisher in Plymouth, Indiana, the county seat of Marshall 
County in north-central Indiana on the banks of the Yellow River. 
A graduate of Lincoln High School (class of 1948), she attend-
ed the International Business School of Fort Wayne where her 
course of study was Executive Secretarial Science. Her working 
career began as a federal employee at the Pentagon. She mar-
ried John "Jack" Dawson Rutley, a civilian cartographer with 
the Army Map Service of the US Army Corps of Engineers, on 
November 11, 1950, and together, they raised three daughters: 
Sharon Bouchard of Annapolis, Maryland; Sue Gillespie of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; and Nancy Baugher of Silver Spring, Maryland. 
Mary is survived by her daughters, her brother Thomas G. Fisher 
of Plymouth, by four grandchildren, and by four great grandchil-
dren. After raising her children, she returned to federal employ-
ment as a specialist in Human Resources "Personnel" at the Na-
tional Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), (the 
federal agency responsible for conducting research and making 
recommendations for the prevention of work-related injury and 
illness) where she remained until retirement. She retired when 
Jack took early retirement. Jack preceded her in death in 1992. 

Mary loved gardening, collecting glass, and all things related 
to "lighthouses". Over the years, she was a Girl Scout leader. She 
was interested in local politics and served as an election judge. 
She volunteered at a local food pantry and drove patients in need 
of transportation to medical appointments. Like most people, 
Mary discovered that retirement opens up many opportunities to 
pursue new or even deferred interests. 

Knowing that Dianne Gregg of Potomac, Maryland, shared 
Mary's interest in glass, I asked Dianne to offer a few thoughts: 

Ifirst met Mary Rutley when she was one of the organizers 
of the Dotflinger Glass Show back in the late 1970s. The 
show was sponsored by the National Early American Glass 

Club and organized and run by Mary's Dotflinger Chapter, 
all the participating members volunteering their time. This 
glass show became one of the premier glass shows in the 
US for many years. Mary was always involved. 

She collected Early American glass cup plates. I think she 
finally stopped collecting cup plates when she ran out of 
space. Then she started concentrating on azaleas which 
fortunately grow outside. Mary had a similar position in 
her glass club as she did in her chapter of the Azalea So-
ciety Vice President --- "Program Chairman". Both the 
Dorflinger Chapter of the NAGC and the Azalea Society 
will miss her. 

Another one of Mary's interests was Brookside Gardens, the 
regional demonstration garden in Wheaton, Maryland. The re-
cords at Brookside show that she started as a volunteer in 1983. 
She started as a guide at McCrillis Gardens, the five acre gar-
den managed by Brookside Gardens in Bethesda, Maryland. At 
Brookside proper, she was an adult guide and a children's guide. 
She was a conservatory assistant, a docent for the Wings of Fancy 
exhibit, a visitor survey assistant, a gift shop volunteer, an in-
formation desk attendant, a Friends of Brookside Gardens board 
member, and a Butterfly House gardener. In short, she was very 
many things to very many people, and she made a lot of friends 
along the way. 

I met Mary through the Azalea Society. We both belonged to 
the Brookside Gardens Chapter, the oldest chapter in the Society. 
The records indicate that she joined the ASA in 1978. She was a 
regular participant in the chapter's annual flower show and rou-
tinely volunteered to staff the membership table where the pub-
lic could ask questions about gardening and azaleas. She helped 
with the several annual marts (sales) that generated the resources 
necessary to keep the chapter operational. She kept records at the 
chapter auction, the chief chapter fund raiser that took place in 
the autumn at Brookside Gardens. 

Mary was ever the eager participant with the seven national 
meetings that the Brookside Gardens Chapter sponsored from 
1979 to 2006. In 1989, she was honored with the Frederic P. 
Lee Commendation, which was established in 1982 to recognize 
those individuals or group members of the chapter who distin-
guished themselves through participation in chapter activities. 

Perhaps Mary's grandest contribution was her willingness to 
serve as chapter vice president, a responsibility she assumed in 
1989 and served for 22 years. As chapter president, I had first 
hand knowledge of Mary's contribution. In retrospect, she was 
paid a compliment by a staff member at Brookside Gardens when 
he remarked that to him "she was the face" of the Azalea Society. 

William C. Miller III 
Bethesda, Maryland 
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