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President's Letter 
J Jackson — Trade, Tennessee 

Hello azalea and gardening friends, 

This is my first president's letter to the Society. I am honored and a bit 
awed to find myself writing to you. As the time drew near for me to return 
to my day job a deep longing to stay home and see all the seasons unfold 
filled me, so I retired from "going to sea" for the last 36 years. Lindy 
and I have been working in our garden and really enjoying the spring 
season. It is still early spring here in the Blue Ridge of East Tennessee. 
Rhododendron vaseyi, R. canescens, R. austrinum have gone by and R. 
periclymenoides, R. atlanticum, and R. calendulaceum are now quite a 
show. We recently drove 400 miles on the Blue Ridge Parkway to the 
James River valley and back searching for things in bloom. This time of 
the year we always look forward to gathering with ASA members to visit 
gardens and azaleas in the wild. 

The convention in Athens was a wonderful event. Thank you again to 
the Oconee Chapter for a great weekend. It is always an exciting time 
for meeting new people and reconnecting with friends who share similar 
interests. 

The Board of Directors meetings included several difficult issues that 
face us. We have a lot to offer as a plant society. The ability to gain and 
retain membership is a constant concern. I feel as long as we share our 
passion for the plants and provide information and gardening fellowship 
we will grow. We have a rich history of hybridizing, collecting, and 
growing azaleas. Our ability to provide hard to find and beautiful plants 
will continue to attract members. 

I look forward to getting to know many more of you as my time of 
service to you unfolds. 

Best regards, 
J Jackson  

ee Society ok "4..41  
The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, is an educational and scientif-
ic non-profit association devoted to the culture, 
propagation, and appreciation of azaleas which 
are in the subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera 
of the genus Rhododendron in the Heath family 
(Ericaceae). 

Officers for 2013-2014  
President J Jackson 

Vice President—Eve Harrison 
Secretary—Leslie Nanney 
Treasurer—Dan Krabill 

Immediate Past President—John Migas 

Directors  
Terms expire 2014 Terms expire 2015 
Miles Beach 
	

Mike Sikes 
Lindy Johnson 
	

Barbara Stump 
Larry Miller 
	

Rocky Voci 
Chapter presidents 

serve as ex-officio directors. 

Chapters  
Ben Morrison 	Northern Virginia 
(chartered May 1980) 	(chartered May 1980) 
open, Pres. 	 Rick Bauer, Pres. 
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David Creech, Pres. 	 John Harrison, Pres. 
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Alabamense 
	

Southern California 
(chartered May 2005) 
	

(chartered March 2007) 
Patrick Thompson, Pres. 	Jim Jaeger, Pres. 

Rev. John Drayton 
(chartered May 2010) 
Tom Johnson, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all interested 
parties for an annual amount of $25; life-mem-
bership for one or two persons at the same ad-
dress is $500. Members receive The Azalean 
and are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chapter 
with which the member affiliates. For infor-
mation and a membership application, write to 
Leslie Nanney, Secretary, 8646 Tuttle Road, 
Springfield, VA 22152 or visit www.azaleas.org. 
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♦Smitty looking for R. maximum at Desoto Falls in North Alabama 

Remembering Smitty, Auburn's R. 0. Smitherman 
A Champion for Native Azaleas 

Patrick Thompson - Auburn, Alabama 

ittliford Oneal Smither-
an was a Southern 

man raised among nature, ap-
preciating fish and flowers. He 
was known to all simply as 
Smitty, but he was no simple 
man. His career took him all 
the way to Washington D.C., 
and he took his hobby of aza-
lea breeding no less seriously. 
Through the help of several 
green thumbed colleagues 
he was able to grow and se-
lect some spectacular variet-
ies from more than 100,000 
azalea seedlings. They came 
from both wild populations 
and from hundreds of hand-
pollinated crosses. The efforts 
of Smitty and the gardeners 
of Auburn have left an ever growing mark across the 
South. They grow nowhere more densely than on the 
campus of Auburn University and in private gardens 
around East Alabama. At the end of his life, Smitty was 
comfortable in the knowledge that his efforts would 
carry on through the donation he gave to Auburn Uni-
versity's Davis Arboretum. 

Smitty discovered the wonder of native azaleas ear-
ly in life. One Easter he brought his mother, Gladys, 
a bouquet of what they called bush honeysuckle. It 
was fragrant, pink, and common in the woods of Bibb 
County Alabama where he grew up. The tradition of 
the Easter bouquet blossomed into a love for the de-
ciduous azaleas that can scarcely be measured. Smitty 
went on to have a successful career in fisheries after 
he graduated from Alabama Polytechnic Institute, now 
known as Auburn University. His work in aquaculture 
and genetics led to advancements that helped bring cat-
fish and tilapia to tables around the world. As a fisher-
ies professor, Smitty spent time cruising the waterways 
of Alabama. On these trips he observed the beauty and 
diversity offered by the native azaleas. 
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As a biologist, he enjoyed learning the azalea species. 
While it can be a challenge to find definitive character-
istics on the 15 native azaleas, you could imagine that 
it would be a pleasant distraction compared to sampling 
fish populations in a state with 150 species of darters and 
minnows smaller than a finger. It was what he thought 
must have been hybrid azaleas that left him scratching 
his head. He was able to sort out some of the phenotypic 
plasticity when Rhododendron colemanii was formally 
described 30 years after he first saw the plants in South 
Alabama. Efforts to understand azalea hybrids and spe-
ciation through controlled breeding trials left him with 
more questions than he had when he began. It has left 
the Arboretum with many of the same questions, but 
also the plants that comprise an incomparable asset for 
future inquisition into those topics. 

After retirement, he grew into as intense a hobby gar-
dener as you can imagine. On more than a few occa-
sions he drove over five hundred miles to accept a do-
nated Alabama azalea and deliver it to the Arboretum. 
His understanding of genetics and experiences with 
wild azalea populations across the state instilled in him 
an appreciation for the existing forms and potential for 
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improved varieties. He collected and propagated de-
ciduous azaleas from anywhere he could, and many of 
his favorite plants moved with him over the years. It 
was through the efforts of his fellow gardeners that his 
dreams of azalea proliferation were brought fully into 
bloom. 

blue. Both colors are in short supply in the Southern 
garden, but among the native azaleas, they saw the 
potential to provide both the heat tolerance and orange 
hues that could inspire local gardeners. They may have 
been local pioneers, but their goal was accomplished 
through techniques that have been practiced by gen-
erations of azalea breeders. 

A Team Effort 

Smitty's love of azaleas was infectious. While he did 
inspire plenty of folks to give a deciduous azalea a try 
in their gardens, he had also found other faculty at the 
university that shared his passion for azaleas. Quite a 
few folks around Auburn already had really fine aza-
leas established in their gardens. There were two in 
particular who had the space, dedication, and the green 
thumbs to help him begin a truly ambitious breeding 
program. Tom Corley and Dennis Rouse spent count-
less hours alongside Smitty, and on their own, tending 
tens of thousands of individual azaleas. Many of these 
now populate public and private gardens in the region. 
Though these three were the heavy hands in this breed-
ing program, they shared both the work and the benefits 
with other gardeners. Too many people were involved 
to list them here, but a great deal of knowledge of these 
efforts and plant material resides within the Auburn 
family. To this day, Tom Corley nurtures young plants 
that have amazing floral character. 

• Heat tolerant,complex hybrid Rhododendron prunifolium x R. 'Gibraltar' 

Smitty began growing azaleas from seeds in the late 
nineteen seventies. In 1984, he began keeping records 
of which plants he hybridized, and/or from which col-
lected seed. In the winter of 1984 and 1985 with the 
help of his garden partners, approximately 6500 seeds 
were sown. These seeds resulted from 78 hand-polli-
nated crosses and collections from five wild popula-
tions. There were several more equally ambitious years 
scattered through the next couple of decades resulting 
in about a thousand recorded seed lots. 

The simplest form of selection results from crossing 
superior specimens within a species to each other. R. 
flammeum offered endless fascination as they worked 
down a few of the possible selection paths for the 
Oconee azalea, resulting in impressive selections in red, 
purple, multicolor, and even chromatic shades. They 
also separate the Oconees into early and late bloom-
ing forms. The scope of possibilities widens once you 
begin hybridizing two species together. For example: 

Breeding 

These three 
gardeners set out 
to stir the gene 
pools of the de-
ciduous azaleas 
in an attempt to 
create beautiful 
plants that would 
grow in the hot 
humid and occa-
sionally punish-
ingly dry condi-
tions of central 
Alabama. Auburn 
is a college town 
with no shortage 
of team spirit. 
The team colors 
are orange and 



P
h

o
to

  R
 0

 S
m

  t
h

e
rm

a
n

  

P
h
o t

o
:  

P
at

ri
ck

 T
h

o
m

ps
o

n
  

30 • The Azalean / Summer 2013 

a tall red summer bloomer: R. prunifolium was bred 
with a white stoloniferous spring bloomer R. atlanti-
cum. This was followed by the reciprocal cross: R. 
atlanticum x R. prunifolium. The potential to see new 
forms increases when you have hybrids that can then 
be hybridized resulting in an F2 generation of plants 
with four parent species. Another technique is the use 
of existing cultivars. R. 'Gibraltar' and R. `Klondyke' 
were two of Smitty's favorites. 

One of Smitty's initial inspirations for hand pollinat-
ing azaleas was to recreate naturally occurring hybrid 
possibilities in an attempt to help verify his suspicions 
about the likely parentage of wild plants that defied the 
plant keys and field guides available at the time. With 
wild azaleas blooming through the entire growing sea-
son, there was no shortage of curious hybrids to inves-
tigate. Though some helpful observations were made, 
the potential understanding offered by these hybrids is 
still developing as new laboratory techniques continue 
to shed light on our azaleas' genes. 

Selections 

The task of growing thousands of seedlings up to 
flowering size was spread over multiple gardens. Even 
with the most promising plants pushing past the compe-
tition, thousands of plants had to be culled. These were 
shared with friends, neighbors, and the compost pile. 
Even these less desirable plants made a splash in this 
small agricultural town. Since the project was working 

♦ Rhododendron colemanii x R. `Klondyke' 

towards multiple goals, no one expected a single plant 
to meet all the expectations of the project. Instead, a 
group of plants was being developed that would offer 
a full bloom calendar rich in color, growth forms, and 
fragrance. 

Superior plants emerged and Smitty left a list of what 
he thought were the best twenty-seven crosses from 
the first twenty years. Two cultivars have been regis-
tered with the Royal Horticultural Society. R. 'Patsy's 
Pink' is named after his wife, and it is a hybrid whose 
mother was a white form of R. colemanii, and the pol-
len was provided by R. ' Gibraltar' . The other variety 
he registered was R. `Corley's Cardinal' which was a 
cross combining two fine specimens of R. calendula-
ceum from Georgia. Smitty named several other variet-
ies from the breeding program that he hoped would get 
registered or at least make it into production one day. 

Spreading the Word 

As awareness and interest grew in the community, 
a formal organization grew too. Corley, Rouse, Smi-
therman, Caroline Dean, and others formed the Chat-
tahoochee Chapter of the American Rhododendron 
Society (ARS). By this time Smitty was producing the 
F2 generation of hybrids. Having told most of the in-
terested parties in Auburn about the wonderful native 
azaleas, he began speaking at regional garden clubs. 
He started a small business called the AzaleaSmith. He 
would show up with a truckload of plants to sell after 

• Rhododendron 'Patsy's Pink' 



he had shown them colorful slides and informed them 
on his preferred garden techniques. 

A renewed period of propagation ensued, and during 
the mid to late 1990's the azalea gardeners gave back to 
the community. They began donating azaleas to the city 
of Auburn, and Auburn University. The largest installa-
tion consisted of a hundred azaleas planted at the Bent 
Creek exit on Interstate 85. They were R. austrinum 
`Escatawpa' and R. canescens Warnadoe's Pink' that 
had been rooted and grown in Rouse's backyard green-
house. When the exit was expanded in 2005 the city 
dug the large azaleas with a backhoe and many were 
gifted to the Arboretum. 

Smitty worked with Auburn University's landscape 
facilities to incorporate impressive plantings of his aza-
leas in iconic locations around campus, including the 
president's house, the Memory Garden, and Samford 
Park. Samford Park is the University's property that 
stretches from the notorious oaks at Toomer's Corner 
to the iconic clock tower at Samford Hall. Towards 
the end of this period, Smitty had to shift his focus to 
his parent's failing health. The Rhododendron Society 
chapter had several dedicated members, and I even re-
ceived my first rhododendron in a raffle at one of their 
meetings. Around 2004, the ARS chapter became too 
small to maintain activity and dissolved.  

the species of focus. 

Over the three years that followed, Smitty donated 
about 400 azaleas and rhododendrons of wild origin. He 
worked tirelessly to acquire permissions to collect spec-
imens and seeds from landowners across the South. He 
arranged the rescue of large groups of plants in the way 
of development and destructive management practices. 
We even visited his former residences asking to dig de-
cades old plants that Smitty had left when he'd moved 
years before. He tracked the Alabama azalea whereever 
it grew, visiting plants he'd met over 40 years of azalea 
treks, following old herbarium vouchers, and tapping 
his former students for help in his quest. Arboretum 
staff joined him on several excursions. When he caught 
a whiff of a fragrant azalea, he became fantastically 
animated. First a wide smile would split his face, then 
his eyes would grow wide, and he would tap his nose 
nodding his head in approval. Then he would tromp off 
through the brush bloodhound style, sniffing the air ag-
gressively till we found the plants he loved. 

Some days, looking for azaleas did not end with 
smiles. One trip found that more than half of the loca-
tions that once had historical occurrences of R. alabam-
ense, the plants just weren't there. Timberland had crept 
over the ridges, roads had been expanded, or houses sat 
where the azaleas once were. He was revitalized by the 

Continued on page 43 

Joining the Arboretum 
Team 

We met Smitty in 
2007 when he came to 
the Arboretum office to 
ask if we needed any 
azaleas. The Arbore-
tum's collection focus is 
Alabama's native woody 
plants, so I showed 
him what we had and 
we discussed what the 
collection needed. We 
explained that wild 
collected specimens of 
documented origin were 
what we were interested 
in. It was agreed that R. 
alabamense, the Ala-
bama azalea, would be 

♦How Smitty usually arrived at the Arboretum 
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I don't have Facebook. How do I join? 
To sign up for a brand new account, enter your name, 

birthday, gender, and email address into the form on 
www.facebook.com. Then pick a password. 

After you complete the sign up form, Facebook will 
send an email to the address you provided. Just click the 
confirmation link to complete the sign up process. 

How do I get to the ASA Facebook? 
From any page on Facebook you will see a Facebook 

search bar at the top of the page, similar to that of the 
Google search bar. Click in this box and type in Azalea 
Society of America. 

How do I "Like" the ASA Facebook page? 
Once on the ASA page, you will see the page name 

Azalea Society of America. To the right of this is a but-
ton titled "Like". Click on this button. This is the first 
step to give ASA more visibility! 

How can I post a photo on the ASA Facebook page? 
A little bit down on the left you will see a white box 

that has "Photo/Video" in the right corner. If you want to 

32 • The Azalean / Summer 2013  

share a photo of an azalea or an ASA gathering click on 
photo. The box will expand and you will see, "Select an 
image or video file from your computer.", click on the 
word "Browse" just below. You can search for a photo 
and attach the same way most email programs operate. 
Just above in the same box where you see "Write some-
thing..." in italics, you can comment on each photo. 

How can I quickly share "posts" with other people 
without having to direct them to the ASA page? 

There's a "Share" link under content people post. You 
can use this link when you see something interesting 
and you want others to see it. 

There is an event I want people to know about. How 
can I get it featured on the ASA Facebook page? 

Whether it is a chapter plant sale, hike to a bald to see 
azaleas, or a feature presentation at your chapter's ASA 
meeting, let us know! Located just to the right of where 
you "Like" the ASA page there is the option to "Mes-
sage." The message will go to ASA Facebook manag-
ers. 
Facebook is a great way to connect with ASA mem-
bers, family, and friends! 



Northern Virginia 
Barry Sperling - Corresponding Secretary 

Paul Beck has been working hard to get a Web site up 
for the chapter and, while he intends many upgrades, it 
looks pretty good at this time. You can check it out at: 
www.nv-asa.org  
[note the hyphen, not an underscore] 

In March, Norm Beaudry kicked off the spring sea-
son with an excellent presentation to our club and the 
Potomac Valley Chapter of the ARS in a joint meeting: 
"Searching for the 5/5/5 Rhododendron", i.e., the per-
fect plant. We got a lot of ideas, had a great spread to 
indulge ourselves, and then had a large plant giveaway 
of azaleas, rhododendrons, and companion plants. 

Many of our members went on a tour of two gardens 
in the Richmond area: the large Cosby and Davis gar-
dens. In addition to a fine lunch at the Cosby's, there 
was a private tour of the Virginia Museum of Fine Art. 

President Rick Bauer and his wife Susan attended 
the dedication of the Sandra McDonald Garden, high-
lighting her hybrid creations, at the Norfolk Botani-
cal Gardens. Rick is working to develop a garden area 
with a complete set of her hybrids and document their 
development. 
Coming up on May 18 will be our annual azalea sale 
at the Green Spring Gardens Plant Sale and then, on 
July 14, the annual cutting exchange. Feel free to join 
us at these events! 

Texas 
Sherrie Randall, Chapter Secretary 

The Texas Chapter held their spring meeting April 
13, 2013, at the Jasper Arboretum and Outdoor 
Learning Center. This 14-acre complex features sev-
eral park areas sponsored by a coalition of organiza-
tions and the City of Jasper. The original plans for 
the gardens were designed by horticulturist Dr. Da-
vid Creech, current president of the Texas Chapter, at 
the request of Estelle Debney, founder of the Jasper 
Arboretum board, with the support of the Woman's 
Civic Club. Sandy Creek runs through the center of 

♦Jasper Arboretum Outdoor Learning Center 

the park from Hwy 96 to the scenic stone-arched 
Main Street Bridge. The north bank features formal 
gardens, children's Kiwanis Park, and Library Gar-
dens (dry garden, rose garden, and butterfly garden). 
Also on the north bank is the historic Beaty-Orton 
House built in 1888, which is surrounded by the 
sunny garden (color plantings and heritage azaleas), 
and the home itself is filled with period antiques. 
The newest addition to the park is the Master Gar-
dener Greenhouse and Outdoor Learning Center. In 
front of the greenhouse is a pergola with brick patio 
and swings, a favorite lunchtime stop for downtown 
Jasper. It was here chapter members were met by 
Master Gardeners and treated to tea and cookies. We 
were given a tour of the entire complex ending with 
a tour of the Beaty-Orton House, where we held 
our chapter business meeting on the shady veranda. 
Following the meeting, a leisurely walk took us to 
the historic Belle Jim Hotel for lunch. This bed and 
breakfast was built in 1910 and recently refurbished 
to its original condition. After lunch, members were 
free to visit the many spots of interest in town. 
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Vaseyi 
Suzanne Medd - Corresponding Secretary 

October 2012 
Vaseyi member, J Jackson was our speaker with 

a presentation about Appalachian Native Plants Inc. 
This is a nonprofit propagation greenhouse opera-
tion, which seeks to fulfill a total environmental, re-
gional horticultural mission. It was awe inspiring to 
see the thought and completeness of this adventure 
dedicated only to our native rhododendron and aza-
leas! 

Details of the innovative geothermal greenhouse 
were described and shown (see at www.appalachi-
annativeplants.com/id16.htm1). It uses a large net-
work of underground pipes, constant flow fans and 
overhead air distribution tubes to drastically reduce 
the heating and cooling needs of the greenhouse. 

Everyone agreed this setup was remarkable, and 
our beloved native plants have a champion far into 
the future. After a period of trial and error, J and 
Lindy Johnson are now achieving very high qual-
ity plants in a very short time. A selection of very 
healthy seedlings, including R. austrinum 'Tropi-
cana', were given to the members. 

November 2012 
We elected new officers. 

President: Audrey Stelloh 
Vice President: Leon Pace 
Secretary: Suzanne W. Medd 
Treasurer: Bob Stelloh 

March 2013 
Anne Martin, known as Mossin' Annie, was an en-

ergetic speaker with a wonderful display of two moss 
trays: one for mosses that do well in the sun and one 
with the many mosses that thrive in the shade. The 
"dug out log" filled with many kinds of moss gave 
us a great idea for a woodland sculpture we could 
do. Anne calls it "forest driftwood." From a tiny gar-
den to mossy garden paths or a moss lawn of several 
varieties, moss is a gardener's friend; she no longer 
uses pine straw, but moss as a ground cover under 
plants. 

Rev. John Drayton 
Linda Wood - Corresponding Secretary 

May Meeting was held on May 27, 2013 with 
15 people present. 

Meal of pizza with sides and desserts was 
shared. 

Group was welcomed by Tom Johnson, presi-
dent. 

Business portion of the meeting addressed the 
2014 Convention to be held in Charleston. Much 
work is being done behind the scenes on the 
speakers, tours, and website, which should all be 
finalized by August. A goal is to have an article 
on the Convention in the September issue of the 
Journal. Plenty of plants will be on hand for sale. 

Program: Tom demonstrated how to take cut-
tings of evergreen azaleas which is done after 
mid-June in Charleston. 

Our June meeting was the last one before the 
summer break. We took cuttings from some of 
the Magnolia evergreen azaleas! 

Call for Articles 
The Azalean needs more good articles about azaleas, 
their care, and their use in the landscape. Ideas include: 

• Articles describing new public gardens or special 
azalea collections being created in your area. 

• Descriptions and photographs of Society 
members' gardens. 

• Information about azalea festivals and sales. 

• Historic garden restoration stories. 

• Articles about noteworthy azalea hybrid groups 
or new species or cultivar introductions. 

Submit articles as Microsoft Word documents. 
Illustrations are highly encouraged and at least 4 x 6 
inches at 300 dpi. Submit to: theazalean@gmail.com. 
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Name That Plant 
The Misuse of Trademarks in Horticulture 

Tony Avent - Raleigh, North Carolina 
r 	s 	aruc:e was suggeste:( y 	!• Jarman am' is repruite.i 	r7e permission of the autbor 

When is a plant name not a plant name? The 
sad answer is more often than not in our cur-

rent world, where marketing comes first and accuracy 
second. The current plant naming trend often violates 
the International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated 
Plants (ICNCP), US Trademark Law, and occasionally 
the US Federal Trade Commission (FTC) rules con-
cerning deceptive business practices. 

To understand the problem, let's go back in time to 
1953, when the first International Code of Nomen-
clature for Cultivated Plants (hence referred to as the 
Code) was published to standardize the confusing 
way in which plant cultivars were named. The Code 
sets forth the way people around the world communi-
cate about plants, and as long as everyone abides by 
the Code, problems in horticultural communication 
are minimal. Unfortunately we have moved into a time 
where more and more people are undermining the Code 
due in part to both ignorance and greed, creating a taxo-
nomic nightmare. 

The current trend of improper and confusing use of 
cultivar names and trademarks, both by growers and 
marketers of plants, has done an irreparable long-term 
disservice to the industry and the public by hopelessly 
confusing the naming of plants and the communication 
about these plants. Even in the latest edition of Dr. Mi-
chael Dirr's wonderful Manual of Woody Landscape 
Plants (5th ed.), it is clearly evident that even some-
one as knowledgeable as Dr. Dirr doesn't always know 
which is a cultivar name and which is simply a com-
pany's marketing name. 

The Nomenclature Code 

To understand where the confusion lies, let's start 
with a few basics about plant taxonomy. The naming 
of cultivated plants is governed by a small book, the 
International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated 
Plants 2009. In the Preamble to the Code, the purpose 
is stated: "This Code aims at the provision of a stable 
method of naming Taxa of cultivated plants, avoiding 
and rejecting the use of names that may cause error or  

ambiguity." While the Code is not a legal document, 
such international codes are usually recognized as le-
gally valid in most court disputes. 

In Principle 3, the Code states, "Each cultivar or 
Group with a particular circumscription may bear only 
one accepted name, the earliest that is in accordance 
with the Rules." Principle 4 of the Code brings up an-
other important point, "Names of plants governed by 
this Code must be universally and freely available for 
use by any person to denote a taxon." In some countries, 
plants are marketed using trademarks. Such marks are 
the intellectual property of a person or some corporate 
body and are not therefore freely available for any per-
son to use; consequently, they cannot be considered as 
names." 

Article 21 of the Code further deals with cultivar 
names. The most pertinent section is Article 21.11, 
which states, "For a cultivar name to be established on 
or after 1 January 1959, its epithet is to comprise words 
in any language but may not be entirely in Latin, except 
as permitted under Article 21.5, 21.6, and 21.22." There 
are many other requirements, but these are not pertinent 
for discussion of the trademark issue. Now that we un-
derstand the basis for naming plants, let's look at how 
the improper use of trademarks has made a mockery of 
the spirit of the Code. 

Trademarks 

Trademark names are intended to be used only to des-
ignate product origin or brands. Trademarking can be 
as simple as writing TM  after a name, but for a more 
sound legal footing, the trademark is registered with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). 
The trademark then becomes a Registered Trademark® 
for a cost of about $250 (unless you have it done by 
a lawyer). Trademarks are owned by an individual or 
company and cannot be affixed to an individual item. 
They are valid for 10 years if used correctly in com-
merce, and can be renewed indefinitely for 10-year pe-
riods. 
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A classic example of a properly used trademark is Ty-
lenol®. If you look through a drug store, you will find 
the company had registered Tylenol as a trademark. 
The product that you purchase, however is not TYLE-
NOL®, but instead one of many products, such as TY-
LENOL® Cold and Sinus Medicine or TYLENOL% 
Pain Relievers. In most of these products, the gener-
ic name is acetaminophen. If a company's trademark 
name becomes recognized by the public as the prod-
uct itself (i.e. generic), the trademark becomes invalid. 
Several commonly known examples of trademarks be-
ing invalidated because they have become generic in 
the minds of the consumer include: aspirin, cellophane, 
thermos, and escalator. Many other incorrectly used 
trademarks are still in effect, simply because they have 
not been challenged. 

The current improper use of trademarks in the hor-
ticultural industry had its origin more than a half cen-
tury ago. The worst culprits, in the early years, were 
the rose and bedding plant industry. The rose industry 
seems to have been the first to use nonsensical, non-
conforming names for plant cultivars, while the bed-
ding plant industry completely thumbed its nose at the 
Code by not even bothering to come up with any cul-
tivar names for most of their introductions. One of the 
most famous roses in horticulture is one that everyone 
knows as Peace. Surprisingly, there is no such plant as 
Rosa 'Peace'. The plant we grow under this name is 
actually Rosa 'Madame A. Meilland'. The trade name 
Peace was coined by Conard Pyle Nursery, and used to 
market Rosa 'Madame A. Meilland' after World War II 
to capitalize on the post-war sentiment. The plant be-
came known in the public's mind as the Peace rose. 

Some of the larger nurseries soon realized that regard-
less of the cultivar name of the plant, they could come 
up with their own proprietary (trademarked) marketing 
name and use these names to promote plants which al-
ready had valid cultivar names. The idea was to con-
vince the public that the company's marketing name 
was actually the name of the plant. The next step in the 
downward spiral was when nurserymen began inten-
tionally giving their new plants stupid nonsensical cul-
tivar names. Subsequent plant promotions would often 
only tout the marketing name, causing the consumer 
to often not realize the plant had a real cultivar name. 
The cultivar name, if included at all in ads and tags, 
would be printed in very small print in comparison to 
the "marketing name". The entire idea is for the com- 

pany's marketing (trademark) name to become the ge-
neric name of the product in the consumer's mind. The 
practice of using nonsensical names violates the entire 
purpose for having an International Code of Nomencla-
ture for Cultivated Plants while the use of trademarks 
as generic names violates the legal use of trademarks. 

Some breeders blindly follow such trends in choos-
ing nonsensical cultivar names, not realizing that these 
names are the only official name of their new introduc-
tion. A UK primrose breeder, Geoff Nicolle, wanted 
to name and patent his new primrose after his grand-
daughter Katy McSparron. Instead he patented it un-
der the cultivar name Primula `Prinic' PP 12,892 and 
marketed it under his granddaughter's name. I have 
corresponded with his granddaughter, who is furious 
and stubbornly insistent that the plant is named after 
her. Unfortunately, it's becoming quite common where 
people who are to be honored or commemorated with 
a plant being named after them are left with nothing 
but an invalid trademark with no plant attached. A great 
new plant is then stuck with a nonsensical name. 

As I mentioned earlier, Article 21.11 of the Code does 
not allow for the use of these nonsensical names. In 
contradicting itself, however, the current version of the 
Code now allows nonsensical code name exceptions 
(Article 21.25). This is where political pressures have 
crept into what should have remained a scientific docu-
ment. Privately, one of the authors of the Code told me 
the breeders of certain worldwide crops such as alstro-
emeria, carnations, and roses would raise too much of a 
fuss if the nomenclature committee made the wording 
in the Code any stronger. In other words, the authors 
of the current edition of the Code caved to those who 
were already violating the Code, similar to the concept 
of changing laws so that the number of criminals di-
minish. 

Many breeders and growers of new plants choose 
to try and recoup their investment in producing a new 
plant by securing a royalty payment from those produc-
ing the plant. Plant patents are the only legal means of 
protecting a proprietary plant. Patents are good for 20 
years (formerly 17 years) after the date of patent fil-
ing. After this time, anyone can legally propagate and 
sell a formerly patented cultivar. Patents require quite 
a bit of paperwork and a fee that many smaller growers 
may find a bit expensive. Many growers have the false 
impression that trademarks give them an easier and 
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cheaper alternative to patents, but this is not the case. 
To further complicate matters, some plants are both 

patented and subsequently marketed under a compa-
ny's trademarked name. Some nurserymen think they 
can get the 20-year protection the plant patent provides, 
plus a further measure of protection by trademarking a 
second (marketing) name for each plant. Once the pat-
ent expires, others could propagate a formerly patented 
plant, but in theory could not sell it under the compa-
ny's trademark name. A classic example is Monrovia's 
Limemound R spirea. At the end of its patent protection 
in 2003, everyone could propagate Spirea `Monhub' PP 
5,834, but Monrovia assumed no one else could then 
legally sell the plant as Limemound R spirea. Unfortu-
nately both nurseries and many trademark lawyers who 
advise nurseries seem not to understand basic trade-
mark law. 

Trademark law states that a trademark name can be 
used with (not for) any product produced by the own-
er of the trademark. For example, if the owner of the 
trademark was growing four different gold spireas or 
100 different trees, they could all be marketed under the 
same trademark name, despite being distinct cultivars. 
Trademark names belong only to a company, and not 
to a particular plant or product. In other words, a single 
cultivar named Limemound spirea does not exist. 

Article 13.1 of the Code cites Rosa `Korlanum', 
which is marketed under three different trademark 
names, each owned by a different company: Surrey, 
Sommerwind, and Vente D'ete. This causes the public 
to assume that there are three different roses, when they 
are all the same plant. In the case of Loropetalum chi-
nensis 'Hines Purple Leaf', it is marketed under at least 
two different trademark names, 'Plum Delight' and 
`Pizzaz'. This practice is becoming more common as 
the lack of understanding about proper trademark use 
deteriorates. Are you confused yet? 

The issue becomes more confusing the more you 
investigate. Do you remember the Cornus florida x 
kousa hybrid dogwoods from Elwin Orton's breed-
ing program at Rutgers? They were patented with the 
cultivar names of C. 'Stellar Pink' PP 7,207, C. 'Gal-
axy' PP 7,204, C. 'Aurora' PP 7,205, C. 'Constella-
tion' PP 7,210, C. `Rutfan' PP 7,206, and C. `Rutlan' 
PP 7,732. As you can see, all of the dogwoods except 
two were given sensical (word or words in a modern 
language) cultivar names. Interestingly enough, once  

the dogwoods hit the market, the original sensical cul-
tivar names were changed by the breeder to nonsensi-
cal names and the original sensical cultivar names were 
then trademarked. For example, Cornus 'Stellar Pink' 
became `Rutgan' (Stellar Pink R ), 'Galaxy' became 
`Rutban' (Galaxy® ), 'Aurora' became `Rutdan' (Auro-
ra® ), 'Constellation' became `Rutcan'(Constellation R 

), `Rutlan' was marketed as (Ruth Ellen@ ) and 'Rut-
fan' was marketed as (Stardust® ). This violates the In-
ternational Nomenclature Code; section 21.11 as cited 
above and #9 of the Preamble, which states "The only 
proper reason for changing a name of a taxon are ei-
ther a more profound knowledge of the facts resulting 
from adequate taxonomic study or the necessity of giv-
ing up a name that is contrary to the Rules of a Code." 
Therefore the correct names for each of these hybrids 
were the original cultivar names under which they were 
patented. The reason for the name switching is so that 
once the patent expires, anyone can sell the dogwoods 
under the nonsensical names, but in theory they cannot 
use the breeder's trademark name. By trying to make 
sure everyone knows the plants generically by his trade 
name, the breeder has, however, unintentionally ren-
dered his trademark invalid. 

If you visit the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office Web site, www.USPTO.gov, you will see the 
Patent Office itself has no understanding of either US 
Trademark Law or the ICNCP. A classic example of 
this confusion occurs in the patented plant, Itea virgt-
nica `Sprich' PP 10,988. Despite the fact the cultivar 
name of "Sprich" is not a "word or words in a mod-
ern language" (Article 21.11) and therefore violates the 
spirit of the Nomenclature Code, it has become the le-
gal cultivar name once it was indicated as such in the 
patent application. If you read the patent application for 
I. virginica `Sprich', it states, "The new Itea virginica 
cultivar is being marketed under the trade name Little 
Henry® ." Because a trademark cannot be permanently 
affixed to a particular item, it shows the USPTO doesn't 
even understand their own regulations. 

This use of trademarks as secondary "pseudo-culti-
var" names for a particular plant violates both the spirit 
of the Nomenclature Code, as well as US trademark 
law. Trademark law clearly states if a. trademark name 
becomes the common use (generic) name of a particular 
item, then the trademark becomes invalidated. Trade-
mark lawyers have long advised nurseries to write the 
cultivar name in single quotes and smaller type and 
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then the trademark name without single quotes in larger 
type. In their minds, this keeps their trademark valid. 
Nurseries are also told by their trademark lawyers as 
long as they enforce their trademarks, by making sure 
the cultivar name is always included with the trade-
mark name, their trademarks would remain valid. This 
bizarre thinking, however, defeats the entire reason 
for improperly using trademarks, which is to trick the 
public into thinking the trademark name is the generic 
name of the product. It is this intentional deceit that 
will one day bring the Federal Trade Commission onto 
the horticultural scene. 

A properly used trademark would be one such as 
Star® Roses, which is used to market a large group of 
roses under a single umbrella trademark. This trade-
mark would have remained valid if they had not then 
began using their trademark to also market individual 
cultivars such as Rosa 'Wezaprt' as Bronze Star TM  
Rose and Rosa 'Wezlavn' as Silver Star ® Rose. 

Court Cases 

Until 2006, one of the few cases that might have gone 
to trial was when Iverson Perennials tried to enforce 
a legal trademark they owned for the name Scabiosa 
`Butterfly Blue'. The unpatented plant had been pre-
viously published with 'Butterfly Blue' as the cultivar 
name, so they were wrong in both trying to trademark 
a cultivar name and also by using their trademark im-
properly on a single product. Fortunately, a number 
of nurseries banded together against Iverson's and the 
trademark infringement case was abandoned before it 
reached court. 

Finally, in 2006, a case of improperly used trademarks 
actually reached the courts in Van Well Nursery Inc. 
et al. v. Mony Life Insurance Company et al. (decided 
March 16, 2006). In this complicated case, Mony Life 
Insurance Co. acquired property from A/B Hop Farms 
due to a defaulted loan. The property contained apple 
trees known as Smoothee R and Scarlet Spur R. When 
Mony Life Insurance Co. tried to sell the land by men-
tioning that it contained Smoothee R and Scarlet Spur® 
apple trees, Van Well Nursery and Hilltop Nurseries 
sued for trademark infringement. Their contention was 
that the apples trees were actually the cultivars 'Snipes' 
and 'Gibson', although they had marketed them under 
the trademark names Smoothee® and Scarlet Spur R. 

The Lanham Trademark Act, section 15, says it is not  

the actual misuse of the trademark for a single product 
that makes it invalid, but instead the perception of the 
public that the trademark name is the product itself that 
renders the mark invalid. 

The judge in the Van Well case correctly ruled that in 
the public domain, the apples were known as Smooth-
ee R and Scarlet Spur®, and therefore the legally reg-
istered trademarks were now invalid, because they had 
become known as the product instead of the source of 
the product. (The Smoothee® trademark was actually 
not immediately cancelled, only because the owner 
was not a party in this particular lawsuit.) The Scar-
let Spur® trademark was cancelled despite the fact the 
trademark owners had followed their legal advice and 
always included the registered trademark symbol along 
with the correct cultivar names when advertising the 
apples. The case hinged on the age-old adage in deter-
mining the validity of a trademark. A trademark must 
tell "who you are" and not "what you are." 

This case has huge implications for those in the nurs-
ery industry who have improperly used trademarks to 
market individual plants for the last several decades. 
The case illustrates that despite best faith efforts on the 
part of the trademark owners to keep their trademark 
names valid, it is impossible once the public views the 
trademark name as generic. Not only will the industry 
be left with shameful nonsensical cultivar names that 
will exist as long as the plants are grown, but nursery-
men who have spent large sums of money on trade-
marks and trademark attorney fees and then used the 
trademarks in violation of US Trademark Law, will be 
left feeling the financial sting with no way to recoup 
their losses. Once the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) 
wakes up and is urged to act as they were recently with 
the discrepancy of advertised and delivered pot sizes, 
those who market individual plants under trade names 
will have another fight on their hands. 

It would be nice if nurseries, that indeed are ethical 
but misinformed, would take the lead in reversing this 
terrible trend. It would also be a nice change if groups 
such as the Perennial Plant Association (PPA) and the 
American Nursery and Landscape Association (ANLA) 
would take a strong position on the long-term detrimen-
tal effects of dual plant naming through trademarks, 
both to the industry and the consuming public. The best 
way to end this trend is for reputable nurseries to take 

Continued on page 44 
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Presenting Names of Hybrid Plants 
Donald H. Voss - Vienna, Virginia 

Aftlurry of well-meant but erroneous informa-
ion appeared on the Yahoo Azalea Group 

email list (azaleas@yahoogroups.com) during 
April 2013. At issue were the correct presentation 
of the Latin scientific name for a species believed 
to be of hybrid origin and sometimes designated as 
a nothotaxon (hybrid taxon) and the epithet for a 
hybrid cultivar. In question were the species Rho-
dodendron obtusum, the cultivar 'Coral Bells', and 
inclusion of the term "Kurume." 

In the Edinburgh Revision of Rhododendron sub-
genus Tsutsusi, Chamberlain and Rae (1990) listed 
R. obtusum in the category of "Doubtful or Incom-
pletely Known Taxa." They cited its type, a plate 
published in Edward's Botanical Register in 1846 
(see figure 1. on pg. 41). The plant portrayed was 
sent from Shanghai to the garden of the Horticul-
tural Society of London by Fortune in 1844. Cham-
berlain and Rae (1990) stated that R. obtusum com-
prised cultivated selections of, or hybrids between, 
R. kiusianum (in which they have included R. sa-
taense Nakai as R. obtusum var. sataense) and R. 
kaempferi; and also, that "Kurume azaleas are be-
lieved to have originated from the same species." 

Planchon's R. obtusum (1854) was based on Aza-
lea obtusa, the name chosen by Lindley (1846a) to 
describe the azalea sent to London by Fortune in 
1844. The choice of the epithet was probably sug-
gested by the leaf form: Lindley's Latin descrip-
tion began with "A. obtusa; foliis pilosis oblongis 
obtusis [with leaves hairy oblong obtuse] . . ." His 
English description began with the following: 

This charming shrub may be regarded as 
the gayest of all the Chinese [sic] Azaleas in 
cultivation. It is a little bush, with very blunt 
leaves, both smaller and narrower in propor-
tion than we find upon the species already in 
our gardens, and also smaller flowers, of the 
most glowing red. 

In the text accompanying the plate from Edward's 
Botanical Register now accepted as the type for the 
name R. obtusum, Lindley (1846b) commented that  

the pale red color of the corollas in the plate can be 
attributed to the portrayal of a young plant grown 
from a cutting. The entry for R. obtusum in the Flo-
ra of China (Fang Mingyuan 2005) describes the 
corolla as "red to pink or reddish"—illustrating the 
danger of basing the description of a species on the 
characteristics of a single plant. 

In Wilson and Rehder's A Monograph of Azaleas 
(1921), Wilson devoted sixteen pages to discussion 
of R. obtusum and its many forms. The discussion 
began with the comment that "it is always unfor-
tunate when a selection or garden form has to do 
duty as the type of a species." Wilson noted that 
"under the name of `Kirishima-tsutsuji' this plant 
has for centuries been grown in Japanese gardens" 
and that Kaempfer had mentioned it by that name 
in 1712. Wilson observed that Lindley's plate por-
traying A. obtusa shows "the obovate, rounded, 
obtuse, mucronate summer leaves of the previous 
year and two [sic] newly developed elliptic-lan-
ceolate, acute spring leaves." (New growth shown 
in the plate consists of two shoots, each with two 
leaves.) This prefaced twelve lines of text devoted 
to discussion of the dimorphic nature of leaves in 
the evergreen azaleas. For a brief discussion of di-
morphic leaves in evergreen azaleas, including a 
long quotation from Wilson, see Voss (2009). 

It is evident that R. obtusum is a problematical 
species. The garden origin of the plant sent to Eng-
land by Fortune, Lindley's unfortunate use of the 
summer leaves in describing the new species, and 
subsequent recognition that plants assigned to this 
species were selections from, or hybrids between, 
R. kiusianum and R. kaempferi suggest that refer-
ring to these plants as species obtusum is at a mini-
mum undesirable. That said, we must note that the 
parentage of nearly all of the cultivars associated 
with R. obtusum cannot at this time be positively 
identified. We are left with a taxonomic horror: a 
"species" that is a grab-bag of cultivated plants of 
complex origin largely involving hybridization be-
tween two accepted species. For further discussion 
of R. obtusum, see Voss (1999). 
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How, then, should the assemblage of plants long 
known as R. obtusum be treated? It is tempting to 
suggest that the offending specific epithet be con-
signed to limbo, but the ensuing confusion would 
be counterproductive. A compromise solution is 
available through the rules of the International 
Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants 
(ICN) (McNeill et al. 2012) which governs the 
Latin scientific names for plants; the International 
Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants (IC-
NCP) (Leslie 2004); and the International Rho-
dodendron Register and Checklist, 2d ed. (IRRC) 
(Brickell et al. 2004). Although plants brought into 
cultivation retain the Latin scientific names ap-
plied to them in nature, the ICN provides that the 
nomenclature of special categories of plants used 
for agriculture, forestry, and horticulture is dealt 
with in the ICNCP. The International Registrar for 
Rhododendron has indicated that when individual 
cultivars or assemblages of cultivars are garden va-
rieties, their nomenclature should be governed by 
rules of the ICNCP. Accordingly, when the IRRC 
was published, R. Obtusum Group was included as 
an accepted name for "Evergreen azalea: selections 
of kiusianum and hybrids of it with kaempferi." 

What problems are raised by some of the Ya-
hoo Group suggestions for dealing with the names 
R. obtusum and R. 'Coral Bells'? Several examples 
of these suggestions follow: 

• Use Davidian's R. x 'Obtusum'. This con-
tains two errors: (1) the ICNCP prohibits 
placement of "cv." or "x" (a lower-case let-
ter x is substituted if the multiplication sign 
is not available) before a cultivar epithet and 
(2) `Obtusum' already exists for two other 
cultivars in Rhododendron and thus is not 
available for plants of R. obtusum. More-
over, suggesting the use of a cultivar epithet 
to replace a specific epithet that represents 
hundreds of cultivars is singularly inappro-
priate. 

• Use R. X obtusum 'Coral Bells' or R. obtu-
sum X 'Coral Bells'. The preference of pro-
fessional botanical taxonomists has been to 
use R. obtusum; R. xobtusum often appears 
in horticultural works. As noted above, IC-
NCP rules prohibit placement of the mul- 

tiplication sign or letter x before a cultivar 
epithet. Although the ICN and ICNCP spec-
ify the use of a lower-case x if the letter is 
used in place of the multiplication sign, the 
use of a capital X is a practice followed by 
the IRRC and the American Rhododendron 
Society in one circumstance. For example, 
in the hybrid formula AAA X BBB x CCC, 
where AAA represents the name of the seed 
parent and BBB x CCC is the formula for a 
hybrid pollen parent, the capital X separates 
the seed parent and pollen parent. Although 
this treatment is useful in displaying hybrid 
lineages in the Register, the traditional treat-
ment as AAA x (BBB x CCC) should be 
used elsewhere in compliance with the ICN 
and ICNCP. 

• Use R. `Obtusum Coral Bells'. Cultivar epi-
thets cannot be created or altered arbitrarily. 
Under the rules of the ICNCP, a plant may 
have only one cultivar epithet: the earliest 
validly established. Throwing a new name 
for 'Coral Bells' into the ring by including 
the word Obtusum is contrary to code rules 
and would only lead to confusion. 

How should 'Coral Bells' be presented? Under 
older practice based on predecessors of the ICN, 
the name was written as R. obtusum 'Coral Bells' 
(or, preferably, R. obtusum 'Kirin' (syn. 'Coral 
Bells')). Considering the taxonomic issues inher-
ent in R. obtusum, the ICNCP allows us to use a 
better solution; namely, R. Obtusum Group 'Kirin' 
(syn. 'Coral Bells'). Although it does not denote a 
formal Group, the term Kurume may convey more 
focused and useful information than the more in-
clusive Obtusum Group; thus, R. 'Kirin' (Kurume) 
or R. 'Kirin' (syn. 'Coral Bells'; Kurume) could be 
appropriate. 

The ICN rules dealing with hybrids provide that 
plants that are crosses between two or more taxa 
(genera, species, etc.) are to be identified by a hy-
brid formula or a hybrid name. For example, cross-
es with the hybrid formula (R. kaempferi xR. ma-
crosepalum)—which is the seed or pollen parent is 
irrelevant--were named R. x trans iens by Nakai in 
1922. This hybrid name applies to all plants recog- 

Continued on page 42 
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• Figure 1. Azalea obtusa - Plate 37 in Edward's Botanical Register 
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nizably derived from the specified parents, includ-
ing filial generations and backcrosses. To identify 
plants from specified crosses that have horticultur-
ally significant differences, we must name cultivars 
under provisions of the ICNCP. 

References 
Brickell, C.D. et al. 2009. International Code of Nomenclature 

for Cultivated Plants. 8th ed. Leuven, Belgium: International So-
ciety for Horticultural Science (ISHS). www.actahort.org/chroni-
ca/pdf/sh_10.pdf.  

Chamberlain, D.F. & S.J. Rae. 1990. A revision of Rhododen-
dron. IV Subgenus Tsutsusi. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 47(2). 

Fang Mingyuan et al. [incl. D. F. Chamberlain]. 2005. Erica-
ceae. Rhododendron obtusum. P. 448 in Wu, Z. & Raven, P.H. 
(eds.), Flora of China, vol.14. St. Louis: Missouri Botanical Gar-
den Press. www.efloras.org/florataxon.aspx?flora_id=2&taxon_  
id=242344236. 

Leslie, Alan, ed. 2004. The International Rhododendron Reg-
ister and Checklist, 2nd ed. London: The Royal Horticultural So-
ciety 

Lindley, John. 1846a. Azalea obtusa. J. Hort. Soc. London 
1:152. www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/37851.  

Lindley, John. 1846b. Azalea obtusa plate. Edward's Botanical 
Register, n.s. IX: t. 37. www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/9069.  

McNeill, J. et al., eds. 2012. International Code of Nomencla-
ture for algae, fungi and plants (Melbourne Code). Koenigstein, 
Germany: Koeltz Scientific Books. www.iapt-taxon.org/nomen/  
main.php 

Planchon, J.-E. 1854 [1853]. Rhododendron obtusum. In Fl. des 
Serres Jard. Eur. 9:80. 

Voss, D. H. 1999. Rhododendron Obtusum Group. The Azalean 
21(2):25-27. 

.Voss, D.H. 2009. Glossary: Dimorphic and Deciduous. J. Amer. 
Rhododendron Soc. 63(2):97. 

Wilson, Ernest Henry & Alfred Rehder. 1921. A Monograph 
of Azaleas: Rhododendron Subgenus Anthodendron. Pp. 29-38. 
Cambridge: The University Press www.biodiversitylibrary.org/ 
item/116284 

Don Voss is a retired economist who has been inter-
ested in plants since high school days. He has served as 
president of the Northern Virginia Chapter and Chair-
man of the Board of the ASA. Don is now completing 
his twenty-fifth year of volunteer work in the herbarium 
of the U. S. National Arboretum. 
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A Rhododendron 'War Eagle' 
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national ASA convention in 2008. Shortly thereafter, he 
wrote an article for The Azalean titled "The Star That 
Fell on Alabama." Smitty did an impressive amount of 
networking trying to gather enough specimens of the 
Alabama azalea to preserve a significant representation 
of the genes present across the range of the species. As 
he traveled, he began the discussion about revitalizing 
the Alabamense Chapter of the ASA. He even began 
an initiative to change Alabama's state flower from the 
exotic Camellia japonica to the azalea that shares our 
state's name. 

Smitty was a huge Au-
burn fan, and he believed 
the Arboretum's message 
of understanding and ap-
preciation could improve 
the character of not only the 
campus and town, but even 
its graduates and residents. 
In the years he worked with 
us, it became apparent to 
him that the Arboretum 
would be able to meet its 
potential sooner if it were 
less dependent on money 
from grants and the Univer-
sity. So he decided to do-
nate as much of his azalea 
collection as we could host. 
Though these were not ex-
actly native plants, they 
certainly could not claim 
a native range anywhere besides Auburn. The breed-
ing program he had spent more than half his life on 
could finally have a permanent home at his alma mater. 
He gave his favorite cultivars names like 'War Eagle', 
`Aubie', and Plainsman'—names that have inspired 
Auburn fans for generations. In 2010, Smitty and I 
made over 100 hybridizations using much of the wild 
collected material and selections from the F2 hybrids 
he made in the 1990's. Some of this F3 generation will 
flower for the first time this spring. 

Smitty donated hundreds of hours of effort, thou-
sands of miles of travel, and a lifetime of experience 
to the Arboretum's azalea collection. Just three days 
before he passed away on April 14, 2011, Smitty gave 
us his precious breeding records, his library of azalea  

reference materials, and specific instructions about 
which plants in his personal garden would most benefit 
the Arboretum's azalea display. The following winter 
we returned to his home for his final donations, in the 
end totaling over 1,000 azaleas, none of which were 
unimportant to him. The most lasting part of his gift 
will hopefully be the tradition of selecting superlative 
plants to share with gardeners. If the Arboretum can 
make the most of these gifts, even those who aren't 
gardeners or azalea enthusiasts will appreciate these 
wonders of nature, and perhaps instead of stopping to 
smell the roses, people will more often stop to smell 
the azaleas. 

Patrick Thompson is a naturalist employed at Auburn 
University's Davis Arboretum since 2001. He wears 
many hats including certified arborist, conservation 
horticulturalist, photographer, and stone mason. The 
conservation work has been accomplished through five 
years of efforts with the Alabama Plant Conservation 
Alliance. He is the current president of the Alabamense 
Chapter of the Azalea Society of America. 
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a public stand against this confusing practice for the 
long-term good of horticulture. Short of this, it is going 
to be up to the Garden Writers Association (GWA) and 
the American Public Gardens Association (APGA) to 
identify plants by their one and only cultivar name, and 
hopefully at the same time embarrass those who persist 
in making up stupid nonsensical names for good plants 
and illegally using trademarks to deceive the public. 
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Tony Avent has had a lifelong passion for plants. 
Born and raised in Raleigh, North Carolina, he attend-
ed North Carolina State University where he studied 
under the renowned horticulturist J.C. Raulston and 
graduated in 1978 with a Bachelor's of Science Degree 
in Horticultural Science. After college, he worked for 
the North Carolina State Fairgrounds in Raleigh as 
its Landscape Director, as a volunteer curator at the 
J.C. Raulston Arboretum, and as a weekly garden col-
umnist for Raleigh's News and Observer newspaper. 
He founded Plant Delights Nursery and Juniper Level 
Botanic Gardens with his late wife Michelle in 1988. 
In addition to running the nursery and botanical trial 
gardens, Tony is a plant breeder who is best known for 
his Hosta breeding program. Tony travels the world 
on plant hunting expeditions to search for rare and 
unusual plants. He is a prolific writer as well with a 
trademark sense of humor; having authored a book (So 
You Want to Start a Nursery - 2003, Timber Press) and 
dozens of newspaper articles, magazine articles, and 
Web articles. He has appeared on multiple television 
programs, including Martha Stewart Living and PBS. 

Tony is currently celebrating 25 successful years in 
the perennial plant catalog and internet order business 
at Plant Delights Nursery, Inc. (www.plantdelights.com). 
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