
Northern Virginia 
Barry Sperling - Corresponding Secretary 

Paul Beck has been working hard to get a Web site up 
for the chapter and, while he intends many upgrades, it 
looks pretty good at this time. You can check it out at: 
www.nv-asa.org  
[note the hyphen, not an underscore] 

In March, Norm Beaudry kicked off the spring sea-
son with an excellent presentation to our club and the 
Potomac Valley Chapter of the ARS in a joint meeting: 
"Searching for the 5/5/5 Rhododendron", i.e., the per-
fect plant. We got a lot of ideas, had a great spread to 
indulge ourselves, and then had a large plant giveaway 
of azaleas, rhododendrons, and companion plants. 

Many of our members went on a tour of two gardens 
in the Richmond area: the large Cosby and Davis gar-
dens. In addition to a fine lunch at the Cosby's, there 
was a private tour of the Virginia Museum of Fine Art. 

President Rick Bauer and his wife Susan attended 
the dedication of the Sandra McDonald Garden, high-
lighting her hybrid creations, at the Norfolk Botani-
cal Gardens. Rick is working to develop a garden area 
with a complete set of her hybrids and document their 
development. 
Coming up on May 18 will be our annual azalea sale 
at the Green Spring Gardens Plant Sale and then, on 
July 14, the annual cutting exchange. Feel free to join 
us at these events! 

Texas 
Sherrie Randall, Chapter Secretary 

The Texas Chapter held their spring meeting April 
13, 2013, at the Jasper Arboretum and Outdoor 
Learning Center. This 14-acre complex features sev-
eral park areas sponsored by a coalition of organiza-
tions and the City of Jasper. The original plans for 
the gardens were designed by horticulturist Dr. Da-
vid Creech, current president of the Texas Chapter, at 
the request of Estelle Debney, founder of the Jasper 
Arboretum board, with the support of the Woman's 
Civic Club. Sandy Creek runs through the center of 

♦Jasper Arboretum Outdoor Learning Center 

the park from Hwy 96 to the scenic stone-arched 
Main Street Bridge. The north bank features formal 
gardens, children's Kiwanis Park, and Library Gar-
dens (dry garden, rose garden, and butterfly garden). 
Also on the north bank is the historic Beaty-Orton 
House built in 1888, which is surrounded by the 
sunny garden (color plantings and heritage azaleas), 
and the home itself is filled with period antiques. 
The newest addition to the park is the Master Gar-
dener Greenhouse and Outdoor Learning Center. In 
front of the greenhouse is a pergola with brick patio 
and swings, a favorite lunchtime stop for downtown 
Jasper. It was here chapter members were met by 
Master Gardeners and treated to tea and cookies. We 
were given a tour of the entire complex ending with 
a tour of the Beaty-Orton House, where we held 
our chapter business meeting on the shady veranda. 
Following the meeting, a leisurely walk took us to 
the historic Belle Jim Hotel for lunch. This bed and 
breakfast was built in 1910 and recently refurbished 
to its original condition. After lunch, members were 
free to visit the many spots of interest in town. 
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Vaseyi 
Suzanne Medd - Corresponding Secretary 

October 2012 
Vaseyi member, J Jackson was our speaker with 

a presentation about Appalachian Native Plants Inc. 
This is a nonprofit propagation greenhouse opera-
tion, which seeks to fulfill a total environmental, re-
gional horticultural mission. It was awe inspiring to 
see the thought and completeness of this adventure 
dedicated only to our native rhododendron and aza-
leas! 

Details of the innovative geothermal greenhouse 
were described and shown (see at www.appalachi-
annativeplants.com/id16.htm1). It uses a large net-
work of underground pipes, constant flow fans and 
overhead air distribution tubes to drastically reduce 
the heating and cooling needs of the greenhouse. 

Everyone agreed this setup was remarkable, and 
our beloved native plants have a champion far into 
the future. After a period of trial and error, J and 
Lindy Johnson are now achieving very high qual-
ity plants in a very short time. A selection of very 
healthy seedlings, including R. austrinum 'Tropi-
cana', were given to the members. 

November 2012 
We elected new officers. 

President: Audrey Stelloh 
Vice President: Leon Pace 
Secretary: Suzanne W. Medd 
Treasurer: Bob Stelloh 

March 2013 
Anne Martin, known as Mossin' Annie, was an en-

ergetic speaker with a wonderful display of two moss 
trays: one for mosses that do well in the sun and one 
with the many mosses that thrive in the shade. The 
"dug out log" filled with many kinds of moss gave 
us a great idea for a woodland sculpture we could 
do. Anne calls it "forest driftwood." From a tiny gar-
den to mossy garden paths or a moss lawn of several 
varieties, moss is a gardener's friend; she no longer 
uses pine straw, but moss as a ground cover under 
plants. 

Rev. John Drayton 
Linda Wood - Corresponding Secretary 

May Meeting was held on May 27, 2013 with 
15 people present. 

Meal of pizza with sides and desserts was 
shared. 

Group was welcomed by Tom Johnson, presi-
dent. 

Business portion of the meeting addressed the 
2014 Convention to be held in Charleston. Much 
work is being done behind the scenes on the 
speakers, tours, and website, which should all be 
finalized by August. A goal is to have an article 
on the Convention in the September issue of the 
Journal. Plenty of plants will be on hand for sale. 

Program: Tom demonstrated how to take cut-
tings of evergreen azaleas which is done after 
mid-June in Charleston. 

Our June meeting was the last one before the 
summer break. We took cuttings from some of 
the Magnolia evergreen azaleas! 

Call for Articles 
The Azalean needs more good articles about azaleas, 
their care, and their use in the landscape. Ideas include: 

• Articles describing new public gardens or special 
azalea collections being created in your area. 

• Descriptions and photographs of Society 
members' gardens. 

• Information about azalea festivals and sales. 

• Historic garden restoration stories. 

• Articles about noteworthy azalea hybrid groups 
or new species or cultivar introductions. 

Submit articles as Microsoft Word documents. 
Illustrations are highly encouraged and at least 4 x 6 
inches at 300 dpi. Submit to: theazalean@gmail.com. 
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