
The Azalea Society of America, organized 
December 9, 1977 and incorporated in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, is an educational and scien-
tific non-profit association devoted to the culture, 
propagation, and appreciation of azaleas which 
are in the subgenera Tsutsusi and Pentanthera of 
the genus Rhododendron in the Heath family (Eri-
caceae). 

Officers for 2013-2014 
President—J Jackson 

Vice President—Eve Harrison 
Secretary—Leslie Nanney 
Treasurer—Dan Kral:oil! 

Immediate Past President—John Migas 

Directors 
Terms expire 2014 	Terms expire 2015 
Miles Beach 	 Mike Sikes 
Lindy Johnson 	 Barbara Stump 
Larry Miller 	 Rocky Voci 

Chapter presidents 
serve as ex-officio directors. 

Chap 
Ben Morrison 
(chartered May 1980) 
open, Pres. 

Louisiana 
(chartered June 1981) 
Peggy Cox, Pres. 

Texas 
(chartered May 1989) 
David Creech, Pres. 

Vaseyi 
(chartered Nov. 2001) 
Audrey Stelloh, Pres. 

Alabamense 
(chartered May 2005) 
Patrick Thompson, Pres. 

ters 
Northern Virginia 

(chartered May 1980) 
Lars Larson, Pres. 

Tri-State 
(chartered Oct. 1981) 
Beverly Knight, Pres. 

Oconee 
(chartered Nov. 1991) 

John Harrison, Pres. 

Lake Michigan 
(chartered May 2003) 

Jim Ellis, Pres. 

Southern California 
(chartered March 2007) 

Jim Jaeger, Pres. 

Rev. John Drayton 	 Cape Fear 
(chartered May 2010) (chartered October 2013) 
Tom Johnson, Pres. 	Matt Hunter, Pres. 

Central Carolinas 
(chartered October 2013) 
Chris Wetmore, Pres. 

Regular membership is open to all interested 
parties for an annual amount of $30; life-mem-
bership for one or two persons at the same ad-
dress is $600. Members receive The Azalean 
and are eligible for participation in all activities 
of the Society including those of the chapter 
with which the member affiliates. For informa-
tion and a membership application, write to 
Leslie Nanney, Secretary, 8646 Tuttle Road, 
Springfield, VA 22152 or visit wvvw.azaleas.org. 
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J Jackson — Trade, Tennessee 

Dear Azalea Society friends, 

Winter is here and planning for next year's gardening brings me 
joy and excitement. It is time to start cleaning seed and thinking 
about which azaleas and rhododendron to grow next season. This 
fall we returned to collect seed from plants we visited in bloom 
this summer. This time of year appeals to me because the plants are 
dormant and it is quiet here in the mountains of Tennessee. 

Many good things have been happening since my last letter. Please welcome the 
new editors of The Azalean, Connie Cottingham and Mike Sikes and graphic 
designer Lisa Kennedy. Connie comes to us with decades of gardening and garden 
writing experience. Connie is a garden writer, a landscape architect, a Lifetime 
Master Gardener, a garden club member, and on staff at the State Botanical Garden 
of Georgia (SBGG). Mike also comes to us with decades of horticultural, marketing 
and gardening experience. Mike has a degree in horticulture from the University 
of Georgia and has served as president of the Georgia Nursery Association, Georgia 
Master Gardeners Association, and Friends of SBGG. He has been recognized by the 
Georgia Green Industry Association as both their Distinguished Professional of the 
Year and Communicator of the Year. Lisa is also on staff at SBGG and volunteers 
many weekends as part of the Georgia State Defense Force. 

The Azalean is a very important aspect of the Azalea Society of America and a 
major portal for sharing information. There is always a need for chapter newsletters 
and articles. Please share your chapter information and write articles for our journal. 
It would be helpful if each chapter could assign a member to liaison with the editors. 

Other exciting news is that Matt Hunter is the first president for the newly affiliated 
Cape Fear Chapter. Also the Central Carolinas Chapter formed in the Charlotte, 
NC area held their first meeting and elected Chris Wetmore as their president. It is 
wonderful to see new chapters forming. I look forward to meeting the new members. 

Several chapters are growing azaleas from cuttings and seed for their plant sales 
while other chapters are working on preservation efforts related to cultivars, gardens 
and plant collections. It is these hard-to-find plants, as well as the knowledge that our 
members freely share, which often attract new people to our society. 

The Board of Directors (BOD) has been conducting online meetings and working 
on pressing business issues. At the last convention in Athens the BOD voted to 
raise the dues for membership. There was much discussion at that time. The issue 
was revisited online. The new dues schedule appears in this edition of The Azalean. 
The Finance Committee is working out details for the non-profit tax status of the 
chapters. Each chapter will be deciding if non-profit tax status would be of benefit. 
I want to thank everyone who has been participating in these online discussions and 
meetings. I am glad to be a part of such an exceptional board. 

The Reverend John Drayton Chapter will be hosting our next annual convention 
in Charleston next March. Please attend if you can; it is going to be a great event. The 
convention details are in this issue. 

Best Regards, 

jacko-tt 
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