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J Jackson — Trade, Tennessee 

Dear azalea friends, 

Spring finally arrived and is in full procession here in the Blue 
Ridge. It is still early in the season here on the farm and the 
parade of blooms is exciting and inspiring us into the garden 
and woods to see things waking up from a long cold winter. The 
convention in Charleston was a great success and I truly enjoyed 
seeing and spending time with those that were able to attend. 

The annual meeting of the ASA Board of Directors (BOD) was 
four hours of productive work. I am happy to report several issues were resolved 
that have been lingering for years. The issue of the tax status of ASA chapters was 
resolved. If a chapter wishes to be "tax exempt" it will need to apply for an EIN and 
file a "990" form to the IRS each year. ASNs national treasurer will file for a group 
exemption letter including the chapters that wish to be covered. 

Bob Stelloh asked that the webmaster's responsibilities be transferred to Dave 
Banks and the BOD approved. The ASA is deeply indebted to Bob for his many 
years of invaluable service to the ASA as webmaster and so much more. 

The Azalea Research Foundation continues to grow. The BOD voted on and 
approved the following changes: 

1. The Research Committee is now a "standing" committee of the ASA. 
2. The Research Committee Chair is now an ex-officio voting member of the 

BOD. 
3. The Research Committee Chair is a permanent member of the Finance 

Committee. 
Hale Booth serves as the Research Committee Chair. 

Our 2014-2016 Directors are Larry Miller, Paul Beck, and Rick Bauer. 
Rick Bauer is acting as the Bylaws Committee Chair. 
The BOD has agreed to participate in an email-based meeting that is to be 

conducted sometime this summer. The Society business is moving forward in 
positive ways. I wish to personally thank all members of the BOD for your service. 

All the best, 

lac/. 101 
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Hurricane Creek 

Rhododendron arborescens on Hurricane Creek 
Charles Andrews, Cumming, Georgia 

Georgia is an azalea paradise. Few azalea species or 
azalea cultivars will fail to find a comfortable home 

somewhere within the state. In the mid-1800s, some 
fortunate soul discovered that tender hothouse azaleas 
from Asia make wonderful outdoor garden plants in the 
Southeast. Fruitland Nursery in Augusta, Georgia, was 
one of the first in the South to offer evergreen azaleas 
for Southern gardens. Of the native azaleas, probably ev-
ery county in the state (and there are 159 counties in 
Georgia) has Rhododendron canescens growing in the 
wild. Only R. canadense, R. prinophyllum, R. occidentale, 
R. vaseyi, and R. eastmanii have not been found natively 
in the state. We are still looking 
to find that R. vaseyi and R. east-
manii have crept over our political 
boundary, which means nothing 
to a plant. 

Hurricane Creek begins at the 
foothills of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains near the southern end of the 
Appalachian Trail. I am fortunate 
to have a small piece of this para-
dise: a mix of hardwoods and pines 
scattered over hilly ridges and 
draws in North Georgia. Springs 
and seeps are plentiful, their waters gently accumulat-
ing, flowing and bouncing down the hollows on their 
way to join Hurricane Creek. In addition to the trout 
in the stream, we find white-tailed deer and wild turkey 
in abundance. Black bear, red fox, red-tailed hawks, and 
pileated woodpeckers also make their home here. Native 
azaleas—thousands of them — are the most amazing aspect 
of the delightful flora. 

We have found three different species on the prop-
erty: R. canescens, R. calendulaceum, and R. arborescens. 
To date we have confirmed no R. periclymenoides or 
R. viscosum. We may be too far north for R. flammeum 
and too low in elevation for R. cumberlandense. Each 
spring in April and May, large numbers of R. canescens 
and R. calendulaceum go wild with colorful blooms. They 
always overlap in bloom, and the many triploid hybrids 
found on the property show there is a close, intimate re-
lationship between the two species. The R. arborescens, 
however, bloom later, beginning after almost all the oth- 
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ers have finished their bloom. 
For some reason, many of us ignore the sweet azalea 

(R. arborescens) for our gardens. It does not bloom dur-
ing that grand peak in spring when many of the other 
species are blooming. Biding their time, it waits for June 
and July when its dark green leaves are completely de-
veloped. Then it puts on a fragrant display of brilliant 
white blossoms with contrasting red stamens and pistil. 
In Georgia one can also find a form that does not even 
begin blooming until August. At lower elevations of the 
southernmost limit of its range, these, sometimes called 
R. arborescens var. georgiana, are the last of the sweet aza-

leas to bloom. 
Until this past year, we did 

not know just how plentiful the 
R. arborescens are on the property. 
On May 30 and June 8, 2013, 
we more carefully explored Hur-
ricane Creek for them. Ted Mer-
edith, John Kohli, Joe Coleman, 
and I explored on May 30, while 
Ted and I systematically walked 
the creek bank on June 8. 

We now know there are many 
along the creek. Almost all are 

within a few feet of the creek bank, many with their feet 
dangling in the cool water. We saw only three exceptions, 
and they were 10 to 30 feet from the creek. All of these 
plants are along the main stream, in the bottomland. 
When the canopy along the stream becomes dense (in 

R, arborescens hanging over Hurricane Creek, 
giving trout a place to hide 



Large blossoms, pointed petals, red stamens and pistil 

Azalea hunters: Ted Meredith, John Kohli, and Joe Coleman 
in front of a nice mountain laurel 

Pointed petals, glandular tube (note insect stuck on tube) 

the upper end), the R. arborescens seemed to stop. To date 
we have found none up the side hollows and draws. None 
have been seen on the hillsides. Yet, there are plenty of 
R. canescens and R. calendulaceum in these places. Appar-
ently the sweet azaleas are fond of stream banks. 

Only R. calendulaceum found in bloom on May 30. 
This is a tested tetraploid, but it certainly looks like a hybrid. 

Left: White stamens 
Right: Here the stamens are mostly white 

Tight R. arborescens flower bud on June 8 

The sweet azaleas at a ford just below Tom's Pump Hollow 

Branch have been on our radar for several years. We also 
have been monitoring a low but large plant hanging over 
the creek below the ford. It was not until June 8 that we 

saw well over 100 of them, most in early bloom, on both 
sides of the creek. On May 30, with Kalmia latifolia in 

full bloom, only a few of the sweet azaleas were beginning 
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a late one that was still in very tight bud, several weeks 

or more away from blooming. We plan to monitor the 
bloom time of this the latest R. arborescens we know of 

on the property. 
These plants have large, pointed, pure white blossoms. 

You can smell their perfume from a distance. The litera-

ture says they have a fragrance of heliotrope, but I have 
never smelled heliotrope. One online source says "its de-

licious scent oscillates between marzipan, vanilla, cherry 
pie, and almond." On some blossoms, the edges of the 
petals are frilly. We really did not see any small-flowered 

plants. They look nothing like a long tube, small-lobed R. 

viscosum. These tubes gradually, not abruptly, open into 

the lobes. The tubes on this group of azaleas are sticky 

with many glandular hairs. We saw no yellow blotches or 

Above: Climbing hydrangea (Decumaria barbara) 
leaning on a dogwood trunk 

Below: Cream-colored Virginia sweetspire (ltea virginica) 

to open, and seeing a R. calendulaceum or a R. calendula-
ceum hybrid blossom on that date was a singular event, 

well upstream from the highest-known R. arbores-
cens. June 8 was still early for them, not yet at peak, while 

the mountain laurel was well past peak. Ted and I saw 
many fingers and fat, just-opening buds. Ted also found 

Above: Frilly blossom edges; a very attractive plant Below:Tubes 
sticky, with many glandular hairs; style dark purple almost black 

This is a tested tetraploid, but it certainly looks like a hybrid. 

R. arborescens with 5+ inch trunk leaning over Hurricane Creek 

any pink or yellow flushes, just snowy white. Occasion-
ally, the tubes have a greenish appearance. The stamens 

and style appear to be thinner in diameter than on 
R. calendulaceum. Published descriptions for the typical 
plant say the stamens and style are red. On these plants, 
we often saw white style and stamens or just slightly pink 
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Partridge berry (Mitchella repens) 

toward upper third of their length. Stamens were more 
likely than the style to be white or mostly white. Some-
times both stamens and style have the classic dark red 
color. The stigma is a large dark purple, almost black, flat-
tened ball. The significant rain and, I suppose, accompa-
nying winds were a little rough on the blossoms in 2013. 
The leaves are noticeably glossy and smooth, not fuzzy. 
They are a darker green than the leaves of R. canescens 
and R. calendulaceum. The young stems are smooth, with 
no hairs. 

Moss-covered tree (still alive) 

We found plants that were two-foot seedlings as well as 
big, old plants. One we found earlier this year had a trunk 
over five inches in diameter. 

The facts that Hurricane Creek R. calendulaceum are 
no longer in bloom as the R. arborescens begin their bloom 
and that R. canescens are often seen blooming alongside R.  

calendulaceum suggest that the Hurricane Creek hybrids 
are more likely R. canescens x R. calendulaceum hybrids. 
Yet, even a 1 in 10-year bloom overlap could result in 
some natural R. arborescens x R. calendulaceum hybrids. I 
often wonder from what the nice yellow R. calendulaceum 
on the creek, a tested tetraploid, obtained its pleasant fra-
grance. 

The other flora along Hurricane Creek are quite enjoy-
able. There is not just the eye-catching Kalmia latifolia. 
Ted and I saw Decumaria barbara in full bloom, several 
Itea virginica plants in bloom, including a creamy yellow 
one, Mitchella repens, Hydrangea arborescens, Ilex 
verticillata, Cornus amomum, Hexastylis shuttleworthii, a 
large tree trunk covered with bright green moss leaning 
over the creek, an old Indian trail tree, running cedar, 
and a million luscious ferns enjoying the damp creek bot-
toms. 

You should join us when you can. It is an azalea lover's 
paradise. 

Charles Andrews is a nature lover who spends time in his 
garden, in the woods looking for native azaleas, and on trout 
streams. He is a member of the Oconee Chapter ASA and the 
president of the Azalea Chapter ARS. 
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Newspaper Walls 

Bob Stelloh, Hendersonville, North Carolina 

Huh? You can't make walls out of newspaper! Well, 
yes, you can, and here's how. 

The late Alexej "Sasha" Borkovec of Washington, 
D.C., a stalwart of the North American Rock Garden 
Society, had admired garden retaining walls made of peat 
blocks at the Royal Botanical Garden in Edinburgh, and 
was interested in replicating them in his garden. Since 
peat blocks would be prohibitively expensive in Wash-
ington, D.C., he thought of using newspaper instead. 
After some experimentation he eventually did build sev-
eral garden walls of newspaper, and documented his ef- 
forts in early 1996 on the Alpine-L email group for rock 
gardeners. When I read his descriptive articles I thought, 
"I can do that," and started saving newspapers. In 2005 
I emailed Sasha with questions, and began preparing the 
area where the wall would go along our driveway. Finally, 
in the spring of 2011, my wife Audrey and I built a small 
section of wall to test our abilities and the results. 

The concept is simple: you build a standard "one over 
two" brick wall, except you use sections of dripping wet, 
water-soaked, folded newspapers as the bricks. Another 
difference is that, based on Sasha's experiments, a news-
paper wall should slope away from you about 15 degrees. 
And, unlike brick or stone, a newspaper wall settles as it 
ages: about 10% in the first few months (so just make it 
that much higher when you build it); and up to about 
30% after 10 years, at which point you can simply add 
to it to make it higher. 

A disadvantage of a newspaper wall is you can't plant 
in it like you might in the niches in a rock wall, be- 
cause the newspaper wall has no niches. While mosses 
and some surface-rooted plants can live on a newspaper 
wall, plants cannot live in it, because the newspaper wall 
is completely anaerobic. That and the trace amount of 
sulfur in newsprint make it unpalatable to insects, in-
cluding termites, and account for the newspaper wall's 
relatively long life of at least 20 years. 

Since you can't plant in it, and it won't last forever, 
why should you use newspaper to build a wall? One ad- 
vantage is that once it gets wet it stays wet for a long time, 
and can keep the soil next to it moist for weeks. Another 
advantage is it acquires an attractive appearance, turning 
browner as the years go by, and eventually looking much 
like a huge log. And the price is right—either free when 

you save your own newspapers, or very inexpensive from 
a paper recycler. Finally, it gives you bragging rights, as it 
is unique. Most visitors say "Wow! What's that made out 
of?" when they see it. You may have noticed it if you vis-
ited our garden as part of the 2012 Convention in Ashe-
ville, North Carolina. 

Basic Procedures 

We started small, with a short, low wall at the begin-
ning of our driveway. It was about 18 feet long by 20 
inches high and then turned in about two feet toward 
a set of steps near the far end. A small piece then came 
out from the steps, turned to follow the embankment and 
continued another foot. In the fall of 2013 we added an-
other six feet onto the piece of wall to the left of the steps 
(and finally used up all the newspapers being saved in our 
garage). 
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Following the directions given by Sasha, we started by 

sloping the dirt along the back of the existing dirt em-
bankment at about a 15 degree angle away from the drive-

way. To easily check the slope with a level as we dug the 
dirt away, I made a right triangle of scrap plywood with 

one side at a 15 degree angle. After that we dug a footer 
for the wall, which was a trench about 13 inches wide and 

six inches below ground level. We kept some of the dirt 
nearby to use as backfill behind the wall whenever it got 

about another four inches or so higher. 
The next step was to make our "bricks." Each brick 

was a collection of newspaper sections inserted inside each 

other to total about 20 pages, folded once to about 11.5 
x 11.5 inches—the way they are folded in a vending ma-
chine. In our small town of Hendersonville, North Caro-
lina, that was usually a whole daily paper. We discarded 

the colored ad sections since they are a little smaller than 
the regular newspaper sections, and seem to be a different 
type of paper. It took much longer than we thought to go 
through big stacks of newspapers to make our 20-page 
bricks, so now we create bricks as we save the newspapers 

every few days. 

Then we wet the newspaper bricks by putting them in 
plastic tubs and wheelbarrows and filling the containers 
with water. We discovered that three or four hours was 
about the right time to soak them—much less and some 
inside pages weren't wet yet; much more and some sec-
tions could fall apart when you picked them up to use 
them on the wall. We also discovered the sections swelled 
up as they got wet, and absorbed water better if they were 
in a container on edge, side-by-side with the open sides of 
the sections up, rather than lying flat on top of each other. 

To build the wall, we took sections out of the water, 
completely soaked through and dripping wet, and laid  

them down next to each other with the folds toward us, 

working from one end of the footing to the other. The 
very first layer had the section ends just touching, with 
the folds toward us and touching the front of the trench, 
leaving an inch or so of space between the backs of the 

sections and the dirt embankment. From then on we laid 
the sections over each of the cracks between the sections 

of the layer below—the familiar "one over two" style used 
in brick walls or stone walls. 

A mistake we discovered immediately was that we 
had made our work much harder by having planted some 

ornamental grass the year before, between the edge of the 
driveway and where our wall would be. To avoid stepping 
on the grass we had to stand away from the wall and bend 
way over and down to place each section, which was extra 
hard on our backs. 

Once we got above ground level the work went more 
easily. We placed each layer a very little further back than 
the layer below to maintain the 15 degree slope of the 
face of the wall. Placing the fold of each section toward 
us made the top of the wall slightly higher than the back, 

which made the top of the wall slope backwards as well. 
If the top became too flat, we would fold a section again, 
to make it about 11.5 x 8 inches, and lay it on the wall 
with that double fold toward us to accentuate its front 
thickness. 

When the wall got about four inches high, we care-
fully filled the gap between the solid dirt and the back of 

the newspaper sections with some of the loose dirt from 
the trench we had dug, and tamped it down firmly with 

an old broom handle. We repeated that whenever we had 
added another four inches or so of newspapers. We dis-
covered it was best to do it that frequently to be sure the 
tamping made the dirt behind the wall very firm. 

Variations 
After a while we started playing with the design. First we 

made some waves or humps in the wall by repeatedly vio-
lating the one-over-two rule. Next we made occasional 
knots in the wall by rolling up a section of newspaper 
as tightly as possible, laying it with the rolled end facing 
out, then laying other sections up to it until the levels 
matched, and then laying sections over the knot normally. 

Making a gentle curve in the wall to follow the curve of 

the driveway was no harder than making a straight wall. 
Making a right angle turn should also be fairly easy. In 

our case we needed wide turns, about 135 degrees, to tie 
in to some wooden steps near the end of our test wall. 
Such turns are much harder to make. We had to tear some 
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of the newspaper sections into halves or thirds, and to 
refold some of them into triangles before laying them, 
and to then fill in on each end of those triangles. The 
difficulty was we had to think about each corner section 
before laying it on the wall: how to make the turn, and 
how to maintain the proper slope on the face of the wall 
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and on the top of the wall. 
When the wall was about 10% higher than we want-

ed it to be, we were finished except for protecting the 
top of the wall. The top layer needs protection to keep it 
from drying out and perhaps being blown away. While 
we used some 12" square pieces of slate we already had, 
almost any relatively thin and flat stone would work per-
fectly for this purpose. 

Much too late to do anything about it, we noticed we 
now had a driveway that was visually narrower along our 
new wall. And most of the narrower part of the driveway 
was on a curve, which seems to make it more notice-
able. About six months after we had built the first part of 
the wall, we happened to come home at exactly the same 
time as a workman was backing his pickup truck out of 
the driveway too rapidly and carelessly, and backed right 
into the newspaper wall at a slight angle. Instead of stop-
ping, he gunned the engine and spun the wheel against 
the wall until, horrified, we honked our horn at him long 
and loud. Much to our relief, there was almost no dam- 
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age to the wall. The wheel had chewed away about 3/8" 
of the wall from spinning against it, and that was all. No 
movement of the wall from the impact. So it appears this 
newspaper wall is quite sturdy. 

We think the test was completely successful—we could do 
the work, and we like the results. Now that our backs have 
recovered, we are collecting more newspapers and look-
ing for sources of newspapers in bulk, with the idea of 
someday finishing the wall along the entire length of our 
driveway. Meanwhile we are admiring and encouraging 
the volunteer seedlings of Goodyera pubescens (rattlesnake 
orchid) at the beginning of the wall. Somehow they had 
attracted enough soil to have prospered for several years. 
Their existence happily confirms the earlier comment of 
being able to support plant life on a newspaper wall. 

Further Reading 
https://www.nargs.org/sites/default/files/free-rgq-down-
loads/VOL_42_N0_4.pdf  
[the seminal article, pp. 35-38 of 60 in the Bulletin of the 
North American Rock Garden Society Volume 42 
Number 4, 1984] 

http://mailman.science.uu.nl/pipermail/alpine-1/1996-  
Apri1/022311.html [Paper Walls 1: the background and 
general comments on newspaper walls] 

http : / / mail man .s cience. uu nl/ pipermail /alpine-1/ 1996-
April/022485.html [Paper Walls 2: the technique and 
comments on building newspaper walls] 

http://www.pvcnargs.org/remembering_sasha.htm  [im-
ages of Sasha, his garden, and his paper walls] 

Bob Stelloh gardened with his wife Audrey on several acres 
in Hendersonville, North Carolina. He was treasurer of ASA 
from 1995 through 2007, was the ASA webmaster 1999 to 
early 2014, and was an occasional contributor to The Aza-
lean. A memorial to Bob is on page 17. 

Call for Articles 
The Azalean needs good articles about azaleas, their care, and 
their use in the landscape. Ideas include: 

• Articles describing new public gardens or special 
azalea. 

• Collections being created in your area. 
• Descriptions and photographs of Society members' 

gardens. 
• Information about azalea festivals and sales. 
• Historic garden restoration stories. 
• Articles about noteworthy azalea hybrid groups or 

new species or cultivar introductions. 
Submit articles as Microsoft Word documents. Illustrations are 
highly encouraged and at least 4 x 6 inches at 300 dpi. Please 
include photo credits. Submit to theazalean@gmail.com. 
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Azalea Society of America 
Non-Profit Organization 

Join Us on Facebook! 

I don't have Facebook. How do I join? 

To sign up for a brand new account, enter your name, 
birthday, gender, and email address into the form on 
www.facebook.com. Then pick a password. 

After you complete the sign up form, Facebook will send 
an email to the address you provided. Just click the confir-
mation link to complete the sign up process. 

How do I get to the ASA Facebook? 

From any page on Facebook you will see a Facebook search 
bar at the top of the page, similar to that of the Google 
search bar. Click in this box and type in Azalea Society of 
America. 

How do I "Like" the ASA Facebook page? 

Once on the ASA page, you will see the page name Azalea 
Society of America. To the right of this is a button titled 
"Like". Click on this button. This is the first step to give 
ASA more visibility! 

How can I post a photo on the ASA Facebook page? 

A little bit down on the left you will see a white box that 
has "Photo/Video" in the right corner. If you want to share 
a photo of an azalea or an ASA gathering click on photo. 

The box will expand and you will see, "Select an image or 
video file from your computer", click on the word "Browse' 
just below. You can search for a photo and attach the same 
way most email programs operate. Just above in the same 
box where you see "Write something..." in italics, you can 
comment on each photo. 

How can I quickly share "posts" with other people with-

out having to direct them to the ASA page? 

There's a "Share" link under content people post. You can 
use this link when you see something interesting and you 
want others to see it. 

There is an event I want people to know about. How can 
I get it featured on the ASA Facebook page? 

Whether it is a chapter plant sale, hike to a bald to see aza-
leas, or a feature presentation at your chapter's ASA meet 
ing, let us know! Located just to the right of where you 
"Like" the ASA page there is the option to "Message:' The 
message will go to ASA Facebook managers. 

Facebook is a great way to connect with ASA members, 

family, and friends! 

For more information, visit www.azaleas.org  
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Chapter Weals 
Alabamense Chapter 

The Alabamense Chapter was invited by the Blanche Dean 
Chapter of the Alabama Wildflower Society to join them on 
a visit of a large population of Alabama azaleas, Rhododendron 

alabamense. The trip was 
timed perfectly. On April 
25th we saw and smelled 
hundreds of plants in full 
bloom in the Talladega Na-
tional Forest. Most of the 
plants were on a single large 
slope. They were growing 
with tulip poplars, red oaks, 

and deciduous umbrella magnolias, but the shrub layer was 
almost entirely Alabama azaleas! We were able to see the great 
variety in color and form. We encountered shades of pink, 
split petal forms, and even a yellow individual among many of 
the standard white flowered form with a yellow blotch. 

Ben Morrison 
The annual cutting picnic was held July 12 at the home and 

garden of Joe Miller in California, Maryland. 
The Potomac Valley Chapter of the American Rhodo-

dendron Society invited chapter members to join them at 
their meetings and other functions without requiring an ARS 
membership. 

We had our chapter picnic on July 13th at Seneca State 
Park, Fawn Pavilion. 

Central Carolinas Chapter 
Don Hyatt gave a presentation on America's Treasure: 

Our Native Azaleas to the chapter members and guests at the 
UNCC Botanical Gardens on March 2. Over 70 people were 
in attendance and 10 new members joined. One hundred na-
tive azalea quarts were sold at the plant sale done in conjunc-
tion with the presentation. 

The Chapter held its first ever public plant sale at the Char-
lotte Regional Farmers Market on April 26. It was a huge 
success, thanks to chapter members who volunteered for the 
sale and because of azaleas that were donated by the North-
ern Virginia and Vaseyi Chapters. Larry Mellichamp, chapter 
member and Director of the UNCC Botanical Gardens, gave 
a presentation on pollinating azaleas on May 25. There was 
also a brief intro on how to take a cutting. On July 27 was 
our cutting exchange. Chapter members Sandy Yakob and 

Danny Little gave a presentation on how to grow azaleas from 
cuttings. 

Northern Virginia Chapter 
Our chapter got together with the Potomac Valley Chap-

ter of the ARS on March 16 to hear The Garden in Winter 
by George McLellan. We visited members' gardens on May 4 
and 10, and participated in the annual Green Spring Gardens 
Plant Sale on May 17. The annual cutting exchange was at the 
home of Paul and Carolyn Beck on July 20. 

We're using our Facebook page to bring more attention to 
our chapter and gain more members. 

The Potomac Valley Chapter of the ARS has invited our 
members to attend their September 7 meeting with speaker 
Karen Rexrode discussing Plant Explorers. Our annual Public 
Azalea Sale and Auction will be September 20 in Springfield, 
Virginia. On October 11 Harold Greer will speak at a joint 
dinner meeting with ARS. 

Plans for the joint 2016 ASA-ARS Convention continue 
to take shape. We are in the process of finalizing the gardens 
to be visited as well as the speakers. Legacy Hybridizers will 
be featured (along with other special azaleas). Carolyn Beck 
has volunteered to coordinate the chapter efforts in identify-
ing, propagating and raising 2000 azaleas for the convention. 

On a national level, Paul Beck and Rick Bauer were 
both elected Directors for 2014-2016. Dave Banks took over 
webmaster duties from Bob Stelloh. Paul, Dave and Barry 
Sperling join Dan Krabill, Leslie Nanney and Lars Larson 
on the Board of Directors. Paul is also working, in coordina-
tion with Dave, to put the ASA membership roster online 
under password control. 

Rev. John Drayton Chapter 
This winter and spring were focused on plans for host-

ing the 2014 ASA Convention, which included many details 
and volunteer hours. The chapter had a booth at the Carolina 
Yard School on March 22 to sell azaleas and promote chapter 
membership and the ASA Convention and enjoyed a picnic 
and auction at the Magnolia Pavilion on May 31. 

Vaseyi Chapter 
Rick Bauer from Yorktown, Virginia, spoke about the Legacy 
Project at the March 23 meeting. Several private and public 
gardens have devoted space to plant a garden dedicated to a 
particular hybridizer to make those plants available at plant 
sales and perpetuate unique plants that have not been market-
ed by large scale nurseries. Locally, in Hendersonville, North 
Carolina, the Southeastern Chapter of the American Rhodo-
dendron Society has planted a garden of Augie Kehr hybrids. 
Several Vaseyi members are interested in creating gardens to 
highlight more of our local hybridizers. 
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New-  Matithelec 

Alabamense 

Billy & Marta Lucas 
5000 Christopher Road 
Wilmer, AL 36587-7814 

At Large 

Morgan Chemij 
ProFlowers 

4840 Eastgate Mall 
San Diego, CA 92121 

James E. Costen 
328 Lenore Trail 

Chesapeake, VA 23320-4828 

David Foucheaux 
144 North Whipple St 
Fort Bragg, CA 95437 

Lea Jackson 
5281 Damariscotta PI 

Sarasota, FL 34231 

Mt. Cuba Center, Inc. 
3120 Barley Mill Road 
Hockessin, DE 19707 

Jon Villaume 
739 Clarendon Road 

Penn Valley, PA 19072 

Charles & Karen Wagner 
1124 Curtis Rd 

North East, PA 16428 

Kenny White 
311 E. Kirk Street 
Perkins, OK 74059 

Cheryl Wilson 
1603 Ash Street 

Forest Grove, OR 97116 

Ben Morrison 

Nancy & Herbert Hargroves 
1235 Dover Creek Lane 

Manakin Sabot, VA 23103 

Pat W. Kingman 
1115 High Country Road 

Towson, MD 21286 

Cape Fear 

Debbie Sheehan 
7336 Quail Woods Road 
Wilmington, NC 28411 

Linda Snider 
202 Lawton Ct 

Wilmington, NC 28412 

Melissa & John Talley 
2400 Metts Ave. 

Wilmington, NC 28403 

Central Carolinas 

David & Tassanee Alexander 
2321 Rice Planters Lane 

Charlotte, NC 28273 

Rebecca Delaney 
1419 Chadmore Lane NW 

Concord, NC 28027 

Teri Edwards 
9741 Barnett Rd 

Concord, NC 28027-7435 

Anne Gometz 
1237 Monroe Drive 
Gastonia, NC 28054 

Berry Hall 
3550 Talwyn Ct. 

Charlotte, NC 28269 

Betsy Hill 
6214 Emerywood Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

Peggy & Jim Jeffcoat 
1019 Abell Road 

Blythewood, SC 29016-8129 

Bob & Memory Jordan 
23 Roseborough Road 

Lugoff, SC 29078 

John Long & Sarah Bolla 
707 Riverwood Road 
Charlotte, NC 28270 

John Martin 
134 Broad River Run 
Rutherfordton, NC 

28139-7395 

Kevin McCorkle 
3300 Mill Pond Rd 

Charlotte, NC 28226 

Loretta & Len Melancon 
2823 Meadow Creek Lane 
Monroe, NC 28110-9308 

Larry Mellichamp 
3036 Ventosa Drive 

Charlotte, NC 28205-3241 

Brad Miller 
4448 Simpson Road 
Edgemoor, SC 29712 

Pam Morgan 
3618 Essex Pointe Dr 
Monroe, NC 28110 

Robin & Stephen Pool 
1212 Carey Court 

Charlotte, NC 28210 

Judy & Stephen Price 
247 Palaside Dr 

Concord, NC 28025 

Dan Robinson 
568 Monroe Hwy. 

Lancaster, SC 29720 

Veronica & Jack Scheinuk 
4901 Edencroft Place 

Fuquay Varina, NC 27526 

Jean Wilson 
11625 Harrowfield Road 

Charlotte, NC 28226 

Sandy Yakob 
408 Red Barn Trail 

Matthews, NC 28014-5443 

Louisiana 

Melea Martin 
LSU AgCenter Horticulture 

Office 
3101 Fairfield Ave. 

Shreveport, LA 71104 

Louis Wolff 
18481 Hope Villa Dr. 
Prairieville, LA 70769 

Northern Virginia 

Dr. John Stamatakos 
11701 Milbern Drive 
Potomac, MD 20854 

John Stone 
1730 Severn Forest Dr. 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Oconee 

Christa Campbell 
115 Brantley St 

Nahunta, GA 31553-5062 

Woody Ellsworth 
4007 Michaelwood Road 

Middleburg, FL 32068 

Rev. John Drayton 

Elizabeth Bradley 
2300 Middlesex Street 

Mount Pleasant, SC 29466 

Neil Duffy 
8014 Thelan St 

N. Charleston, SC 29406 

Lynne McCallum-Talerico 
2907 Doncaster Dr 

Charleston, SC 29414 
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Joan McDonald Southern California Texas Tri-State 
188 Saint Margaret St 
Charleston, SC 29403 Thomas R. Giovino Stephanie Rollings Robynn Van Horne 

1140 23rd St. #4 2000 W Front Street 409 Park Plaza Dr. 

Jane Perry McFadden Santa Monica, CA 90403 Tyler, TX 75702 Evansville, IN 47715 

46 Murray Blvd 
Charleston, SC 29401-2318 Judy Hatton Shane Roop Vaseyi 

Ray & Bobbye Wilson 

P.O. Box 235 
Mt. Hermon, CA 95041 

12162 Mill Creek Dr. S 
Todd Mission, TX 77363 

Charles E. Lovein, III 
222 Holler Creek Lane 

4810 Marshwood Drive Tryon, NC 28782 
Hollywood, SC 29449 Michael J. Nealon Jim Speight 

13070 Strathern St. 17104 Earthwind Dr. Shelby Singleton 
Janet Yurgosky North Hollywood, CA Dallas, TX 75249 117 Talbot Street 

119 Old Course Road 91605-1719 Hendersonville, NC 28791 
Summerville, SC 29485 

Elizabeth F. M. Wells 
191 Long John Drive 
Hendersonville, NC 

28791-135 

The Azalean Publication Schedule 

ISSUE DEADLINE PUBLISHED 

. 	Fall 2014 Sept. 1, 2014 Oct. 2014 

Winter 2014 Nov. 1, 2014 Dec. 2014 

Spring 2015 February 1, 2015 March 2015 

Advertise Your Business! 
Ad Size (h x w, inches) Rate Per Issue 	I 

118 page 3.65 x 2.35 $50 	I 
1/4 page 3.65 x 4.8 $100 	1 

L 	$175 	1 1/2 page 7.5 x 4.8 

Full page 7.5 x 9.75 $300 	i 
Back cover 8_75 x 11_25 	j $450 __I 

All rates include four-color process printing. 
10% discount for 4x consecutive (full year) ad runs. 

To advertise, please contact Mike Sikes at 706-224-3680 or 
msikes9@gmail.com. 	 i 
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Article of the Year Award 
To encourage the continuing high quality of articles in 

The Azalean, The Azalea Society sponsors a monetary award 
for the author of the article judged best for the year by vote 

of our members. The award is in form of a check presented at 
our annual conventions. The award was instituted in 1990. 

Congratulations to 2013 winner Charlie Andrews for his 
article entitled "What is an Azalea?" 

on page 59 of the Fall 2013 issue of The Azalean. 
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Ed Collins 

Edward William Collins of Hendersonville and Hobe Sound, FL, passed away on Sunday, 

July 20, 2014 at the age of 81. Because of his lifelong passion for rhododendrons and azaleas 
over the years, he was admired and recognized with awards as an enthusiastic leader, shar-
ing his knowledge and skills. His family resided for 27 years in Hoot Owl Estates, Medford, 
NJ in the home which he built in his spare time. Ed and Mary have been members of the 
ARS Southeastern Chapter since they moved to Hendersonville upon his retirement in 1990 
from RCA. He served as president, vice president, and District Director, and recruited many 
members for the chapter. He started a rhododendron and azalea display garden at Blue Ridge 
Community College; chaired our annual plant sale many times; and, hosted many meetings. 
He was awarded the Bronze Medal (the highest award made by an ARS Chapter) in 2000. 

His quiet leadership led him to offices in both the Southeastern Chapter (ARS) and Vaseyi 

Chapter (ASA) as president. He was the primary factor in organizing the Vaseyi Chapter of the ASA and served as 
president for six years, remaining a board member until his death. He was awarded the ASA Distinguished Service 

Award in 2008 and the Vaseyi Chapter's Augie Kehr Award in 2006. He served as president, served on the Board 
of Directors, managed the drawings for the gift plants, and most important of all, he always brought his famous 
German Potato Salad to our annual luncheons. 

His homes on Wisdom Lane and Tranquility Place were showcase gardens that were included in national tours 
displaying his love for azaleas, rhododendrons, conifers, and wildflowers of all types. Ed propagated and distrib-

uted Tyler Arboretum Wister Hybrids and was considered to be the regional authority on hybrids produced by 
Jack Cowles at the former Dexter Estate. 

Ed's interest on native deciduous azaleas exploded with his retirement. He started the SE-ARS Native Azalea 
Study Group and led many field trips to "The Balds," sharing information with experts and those of us less well 
informed. 

Ed Collins was a source of knowledge, leadership, and friendship. Many of us owe our thanks to him for includ-
ing us in all the rewarding activities initiated by his love of plants and people. 

Richard Odom 

Louisiana nurseryman Richard Odom passed from this life on 
May 27, 2013, a few days before his 69th birthday. Richard was 
a member of the Azalea Society of America for over the past ten 
years and was a great supporter of azaleas in Louisiana. His nursery, 
Country Pines Nursery in Forest Hill, Louisiana, grew over 100 cul-
tivars of Southern Indica, Kurume, Encore®, Satsuki, and others for 
the nursery, landscape and garden center trade in Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Mississippi, and Alabama. Richard was a "poor row crop 
farmer" turned horticulturist. He was admired by many and was 
recognized for his industry contributions many times by the Louisi-
ana Nursery and Landscape Association and various organizations. 
Richard developed the "Crimson" series of azaleas (Majesty, Queen 
and Princess) from vegetative sports of the popular 'Red Formosa. Richard Odum with friend Margie Jenkins. 
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A Celebration of the Life of Bob Stelloh (1934-2014) 
by John Brown 

Robert "Bob" Theodore Stelloh, of Hendersonville, North 
Carolina died at home July 15, 2014. He died peacefully in 
his sleep after a long illness, 4 days short of his 80th birthday. 
Bob was an ardent member of the Azalea Society of Ameri-
ca, serving first as a national director from 1986-1988; he be-
came treasurer in 1995 and served until 2007. He designed, 
set up, and managed the ASA website around 2001/2002 
along with the Yahoo Group, Azaleas (2003). Perhaps, his 
collection of thousands of pictures of azalea plants, azalea 
places, and azalea people will be the part of his legacy that is 
best remembered. These are available on the Azalea website 
under Pictures. 

While attending the ASA National Conven-
tion in Charleston in 2000, Bob and a small 
group proposed the formation of the Vaseyi 
Chapter and agreed to host the next conven-
tion in 2001. Bob served as treasurer of the 
Vaseyi Chapter until shortly before his death. 
He was directly involved in hosting three na-
tional ASA Conventions, traveling thousands 
of miles collecting plants, handling finances, 
and organizing tours and registrations. Before 
moving to Hendersonville, Bob and his late 
wife of 38 years, Denise Stelloh, were active 
in the Brookside Gardens Chapter and were a 
big part of the group that established and maintained the 
George Harding Garden. 

Bob won many awards as a member of ASA, including 
the the ASA Exceptional Service Award, and The Azalean 
Article Award in 1993, SE-ARS Bronze Medal in 2001 and 
President's Award in 2003, and the 2006 Vaseyi Chapter Au-
gie Kehr Award. 

When Bob retired, he moved to Hendersonville, North 
Carolina where he pursued his passion for gardening, es-
pecially his love of azaleas and rhododendrons. The Stel-
loh Garden is his legacy, a work of art featuring over 1,000 
different azalea cultivars. He mapped his garden beds and 
tracked precise plant locations and detailed plant descrip-
tions using a computer program he developed and named 
"Garden Information Manager." GIM was purchased and 
is used by several arboretums and botanic gardens includ-
ing the Lewis Ginter Garden in Richmond, Virginia. The 
Stelloh garden has been featured on numerous national and 
local garden tours, during which visitors couldn't help but 
appreciate Bob's genuine, friendly spirit, his keen interest in 
sharing garden knowledge and experiences, and his overall 
love of life. 

Bob had an abiding interest in sharing the knowledge of 
azaleas and other garden plants with others. Unfailingly, he  

would appear at chapter meetings with plants for door priz-
es, each with its own story. His knowledge and attention to 
detail made him a infinate source of information. Chris Wet-
more said "I will never forget how nice he was when I was a 
new member. I joined right before the Asheville convention. 
At the very next Vaseyi meeting surplus plants were sold. I 
was still learning and didn't know anyone at the meeting. He 
was so kind and helpful answering questions and helping me 
pick out plants. He must have spent 30 minutes helping me. 
He was so tickled at how interested I was in all the different 
azaleas. He had a wonderful spirit that I hope we can all carry 
on:' 

Jean Pace remembers "we have a great respect 
for Bob and always enjoyed talking to him. He 
helped me a lot with computer problems and 
helped me start a web page for my high school 
classmates. One time he actually used an idea 
I had for a spreadsheet for a truss show, say-
ing 'that was so simple why didn't I think of it?' 
Then he realized how it sounded - apologized 
profusely - then we both had a good laugh. I 
told him I could never be mad or upset with 
him but I would use it for blackmail one day." 

April Sanborn, Vaseyi Chapter Past Presi-
dent and longtime azaleaphile, recalled one of 

many stories about Bob. "Many years ago a bunch of us made 
regular trips to Copper Bald. As many of you know, the first 
part of that hike is a bit steep. I have asthma and sometimes 
when I start out on a hike like this too fast I start to have 
wheezing and difficulty breathing. Well, that happened on 
this occasion and I couldn't keep up. Everyone disappeared 
up the trail. Everyone, except Bob. He saw what was happen-
ing and came back down the trail and stayed with me and 
then walked at my pace till I could breathe easier and con-
tinue. It was a small act of kindness, but very typical of him. 
I have never forgotten this:' 

My favorite story involves the Hooper Bald Restoration 
Project. In 2010, a small group gathered on the Bald to re-
move unwanted vegetation and allow the R. calendulaceum 
and cumberlandense to grow. Jim Brant brought an attrac-
tive young lady to me and asked that I help her get started. I 
gathered Bob and took them to an area deep in the brush and 
pointed out an azalea that needed releasing. Audrey imme-
diately spotted two more and started working. The rest of the 
story is, as they say, history. Bob and Audrey were married 
within the year and had four wonderful years together. 

These are only a few glimpses into the person who was a 
friend to many, and a mainstay of the Azalea Society. He will 
be sorely missed. 
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`Kasa-no-yuki' 

My Orphan Azalea 
Scot Henney, Coquitlam, British Columbia 

I t hasn't a name. It appeared with no more fanfare than 
greeted Ernest on his arrival in a handbag at Victo-

ria Station. There is no record of when and how it was 
deposited in my garden near Vancouver in British Co-
lumbia. Over several years it has grown to portray a per-
sonality that says "I am worthy to be regarded for myself, 
whether I have a name or not." Faced with its forthright 
presence, the least I could do was to try to discover what 
its true name should be. 

The flowers of my evergreen azalea are distinctive, 
being what one might describe as candy-striped red on 
white. It is low-growing, less than three feet in five years. 
The leaves are evergreen, small, and dark green. It is 
somewhat tender, having been cut back twice by severe 
cold weather. Flowers are medium sized, about two and 
a half inches across, and prolific. Flowering time is late 
April to early May. 

In May 2012 I took a spray of flowers to the Fraser 
South Rhododendron Society's annual show. There was 
general interest in the flower's unusual coloring. No one 
there suggested a name for my azalea, but Sue Klapwicz, 
whom I had known for several years as an expert grower 
and vendor at club sales, said she would ask a knowledge-
able friend. Sue took home the spray and by her special 
magic produced several cuttings from the by now wilting 
clipping. Only one cutting survived, but it proved to be 
a vigorous plant. The picture "Unknown Azalea" is of the 
first flowering of the plant. Sue is propagating cuttings 
from this original survivor. 

Unknown Azalea. Photo by Sue Klapwicz 

Sue's friend suggested `Kasa-no-yuki'. On a bonsai-
related site (bonsaispecials.nl), I found a photograph and 
its description as a Satsuki azalea. I thought the stripes 
were too broad and diffuse, so I looked further by seeking 
general information on evergreen azaleas. 

In Japan evergreen 
azaleas have been hy-
bridized for hundreds 
of years. In North 
America there has been 
great activity by hy-
bridizers in the twenti-
eth century. Groups of 
hybrids are listed under 
such names as Glenn 
Dale, Robin Hill, Bow-

ie Mill, and Deckert. More than 10,000 of these hybrids 
are registered. The hybridizers experimented widely in 
choosing from species azaleas and hybrids as parents. 

`Antoinette Martin' and Ben Morrison'. The pictures are by 
permission from the www.pbase.com/azaleasociety  web site. 

I found 'Ben Morrison' and Antoinette Martin' on an 
Internet search for photographs of azaleas with similar 
coloring to mine. 

`Ben Morrison' - A Glenn Dale hybrid, propagated by 
Ben Morrison and introduced by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, parentage unknown. Is said to be colum-
nar in habit, blooming mid to late May. 

Antoinette Martin' - A Klimavicz hybrid. Joe Kli-
mavicz , based in Vienna, Virginia, has been hybridizing 
since the late 1980s. In the Azalea Society notes it was 
described as a cross between 'Festive' and 'Satellite' intro-
duced in 2013. 

I found "Striped Azalea" on a private website featur-
ing a Southern California garden. My enquiries led to an 
engaging email correspondence with the owner. 
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You are cordially invited to join the 
American Rhododendron Society 

Benefits: quarterly journal, 
seed exchange, chapter affiliation, 

conventions 

Inquiries regarding membership in 
the American Rhododendron Society 

and the Scottish Rhododendron Society, 
a chapter of the ARS, 

may be sent to: 
Laura Grant, Executive Director 

P.O. Box 525 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-0525 USA 

S chdPd endm. 	tee Annual Subscription of $40 (USA) 
ARS Website: http://www.rhododendron.org  

Striped Azalea Bonsai and Striped Azalea. 

Photos are by permission from the owner. 

"Striped Azalea" - The plant was bought in 2008 or 
2009 as a remnant with no tag from a nursery no lon-
ger in existence. Flowering time in Southern California is 
January/February. The leaves are said to match a detailed 
description that I had sent. 

After reviewing the pictures from the Internet, I con-
cluded that 'Ben Morrison' was too tall and late flowering, 
but that Antoinette Martin' and "striped azalea" were, 
by appearance, distinct possibilities. Against Antoinette 
Martin' is its introduction date, which is several years 
after "Unknown Azalea" and "Striped Azalea" were ac-
quired. Sue said "Mmm!" when she looked at the picture 
of "Striped Azalea," which I interpreted as "Yes! - this is 
it." So perhaps we have found a clone of my azalea, itself 
without a name. 

In comparing the photographs the question of color ac-
curacy seems very important. Should I discount a picture 
because the flower is orangey red, rather than the purple 
red of another possible choice? I have tried to obtain the 
most authentic pictures for this article, but some doubt 
must remain based on the limitations of photography. 

Bearing in mind that there are thousands of named 
hybrid evergreen azaleas and many more thousands un-
named, it seems that the only chance of establishing a 
name would be to have both known and unknown flower 
and leaf specimens in hand. Then, by careful inspection 
and reference to plant size and form, identification might 
be possible. Even if it was possible to arrange such a com-
parison, who but the original hybridizer could guarantee 
that the supposed named hybrid was indeed truly named? 
It would be a different matter if we were dealing with spe-
cies azaleas, when a key might be followed and a precise 
identification made. 

Should someone have a plant similar to mine, I give 
further details which might help in confirming that a 
match is possible. In January I examined leaves, stems 
and the one calyx remaining on my plant. The leaves  

were up to one and a half inches long and were slightly 
obovate. Under a magnifying glass I saw that the leaves 
had sparsely occurring hairs on upper and lower surfaces 
and also hairs projecting out from the leaf edges. The new 
wood leading to the calyx was densely clad with hairs. On 
Sue's plant she observed petal-like doubling of the calyx. 

The versatility of small-leafed evergreen azaleas is dem-
onstrated by the history of "Striped Azalea." Quoting 
from the owner's email: "It was growing in the ground for 
a season, then I decided to move it into a pot. There was 
a tiny portion of the plant that had self-layered from the 
parent plant, so I made it into a bonsai. It has grown in a 
windswept style and is about three inches high." 

Now I look at my azalea and say, "I have done my best 
to give you a name. I know you better now than I did 
before. You remain in my affectionate regard whether or 
not you remain an orphan of unknown parentage." 

Scot Henney is a retired engineer and member of the Fraser 
South Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society. He 
volunteers at the rhododendron garden at Whonnock Lake, 
Maple Ridge, British Columbia. 

The Conifer Society welcomes you! 
Conifers and azaleas are natural garden companions 

• Add year-round color and texture 

• Brighten small garden spaces 

• Create living sculptures 

▪ Screen views and create focal points 

Visit www.conifersociety.org  
call (410) 721-6611 or mail $30 annual dues to: 

Conifer Society 
P.O. Box 3422 

Crofton, MD 21114-0422 
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Dancing demonstration. 

2014 National Convention: Doin' the Charleston 
By Connie Cottingham and Mike Sikes, Athens, Georgia 

During our time in Charleston, we were immersed in 
Southern history and Southern hospitality, and sur-

rounded by azaleas and camellias. What a delightful experi-
ence! 

Most of us arrived in Charleston on Thurs-
day, taking afternoon tours, attending the 
board meeting, entering photographs and 
arrangements in the contests, shopping the 
plant sale, or catching up with old friends. 
We all gathered together after dinner for a 
reception, where we met Eliza Lucas Pinck-
ney. The real Eliza would have celebrated her 
292nd birthday this year, but actress Christy 
Pleasant did an admirable job of bringing her 
to life for us—Southern charm, historic cos-
tume, and all. We are impressed by a woman 
who can make her own dress, but Eliza grew 
the silk and cotton and, while still a teenager, 
perfected the agricultural and manufacturing 
processes for the dye. Fascinating lady! After a 
dancing demonstration, many ASA members 
joined in to learn the Charleston and the shag. 

On Friday morning we boarded busses to spend the day 
at two plantations located along the Ashley River northwest 
of Charleston: Magnolia Plantation, the oldest garden open  

leas and Camellia japonica in the 1840s and transformed the 
gardens into a Romantic style with winding paths, natural 
shrub groupings, and a woodland effect over the next sev-
eral decades of his life. 

Magnolia Plantation has impressive collec-
tions of azaleas (over 250,000!) and camellias 
(over 25,000!) Five camellias dating back to 
the 1800s are still there. John James Audubon 
spent many months painting in "Audubon 
Swamp" at this plantation. 

Civil War soldiers and later an earthquake 
destroyed the original 1741 home at Middle-
ton Place. Only one of the 1755 side additions 
still stands. The gardens, created in the Clas-
sical garden style, celebrate geometry and bal-
ance, vistas, focal points and surprises. They 
are very different from Magnolia Plantation, 
yet also contain an abundance of mature aza-
leas and camellias. It was a treat to experience 
two very historical and yet very different gar-
dens in the same day. 
Our last stop was for sweet tea at Linwood, 

the 1883 home of Rev. John Drayton's daughter in Summer-
ville. Linwood is now a bed and breakfast with award-win-
ning gardens. 

Miles Beach leading a tour of Magnolia Plantation & Gardens. 

to the public in the United States, and Middleton Place, the 
oldest landscaped garden in this country. Magnolia Planta-
tion has been in the same family since it was founded in 
1676. Two generations of the family now serve on the board 
and one member, Drayton Hastie, spoke to us at lunch. 
Magnolia Plantation was the home of Reverend John Dray-
ton, who planted many specimens of Southern Indica aza- 

Drayton Hastie speaks to the group at Magnolia Plantation 
& Gardens. 

During Friday evening's reception Tom Johnson, Direc-
tor of Magnolia Plantation & Gardens told us of the history 
of the plantation and area, then Ernest F. Koone III of Lazy 
K Nursery in Pine Mountain, Georgia, spoke about decidu-
ous azaleas. 

On Saturday, while some headed to Charleston for a his-
toric and harbor-boat tour, we boarded a bus headed to Cy- 
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Tour of Middleton Place. 

press Gardens. This picturesque garden took two-and-a-half 
years to reopen after Hurricane Hugo took out 60,000 trees. 
The backbone of this garden is azaleas, camellias, and daffo-
dils. One highlight was a boat tour of a beautiful blackwater 
bald cypress/tupelo swamp that is the center of this garden, 
a photographer's dream, and home to many alligators. Cura-
tor Kathy Woolsey spoke to us about the history of Cypress 
Gardens (originally one of the plantations that Eliza Pinck-
ney ran at age 16), gave us a walking tour of the gardens, and 

presented a talk on pollinators. A bit of shopping at the his-
toric Market Area of Charleston completed our day's travels. 

Speakers at the Annual Meeting and Banquet included 
Buddy Lee, updating us on Encore® Azaleas and Mary Rop-
er, taking us far north to Asticou Azalea Garden in Acadia, 
Maine. Barbara Stump ended the evening with enticing 
plans for the 2015 National Convention in Nacogdoches, 
Texas on March 26-29. 

Left: Herb Frazier, Mary Roper of Asticou Azalea Garden, and Tom Johnson. Center: Barbara Stump and Buddy Lee chatting at 
Middleton Place. Right: J Jackson with Bob Stelloh. 
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Join the Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society welcomes membership by anyone interested in azaleas, 
from all cultures and disciplines. We invite those who wish to learn, and those 
who know and wish to share their knowledge. 

Member Name 

Street Address 

City, State, Nine-Digit Zip Code 

Area Code and Telephone Number / Private ( ) 

E-Mail Address / Private ( ) 

Type of Membership: 

❑ Individual ($30 U.S., Canada, Mexico / $40 International) 
❑ Contributing ($50) 
❑ Supporting ($100) 
❑ Endowment ($200) 
❑ Lifetime ($600 U.S., Canada, Mexico / $800 International) 

Chapter Affiliation: 

❑ Alabamense (AL) ❑ Rev. John Drayton (SC) 
❑ Ben Morrison (MD) ❑ Southern California (CA) 
o Lake Michigan (MI, IL, IN) o Texas (TX) 
❑ Louisiana (LA) o Tn-State (IN, IL, KY) 
❑ Northern Virginia (VA) ❑ Vaseyi (NC, SC, TN) 
❑ Oconee (GA) ❑ At-Large (no affiliation) 
❑ Cape Fear ❑ Central Carolinas 

Mail membership application form along with your check or money order to: 
Dan Krabill 
ASA Treasurer 
6009 Copely Lane 
McLean, VA 22101 

Privacy Notice: Membership information is published in the society's membership 
roster and quarterly journal, The Azalean. Information may also be published in a 
password-protected online Roster available only to society members. If you mark ("X") 
private on your telephone number and/or e-mail address, it will only be used for official 
society business and will not be published. 

Kathy Woolsey leading a tour of Cypress Gardens. 

AZALEA HILL GARDENS & NURSERY 

EVERGREEN AZALEAS 

We grow Glenn Dale, Back Acres, Robin Hill, Satsuki, Huang, 
Holly Springs and others 

Azalea Liners... 4 inch pots. We ship! 

1106 S. Evans Road 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 

Phone (870) 247-1574 

Visit www.azaleahillgardens-arkansas.com  

Alligator in Cypress Gardens. 

Christy Pleasant as Eliza Lucas Pinckney. 
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Doin' the Charleston and the Shag. 

  

       

SAVE THE DATEI 
Find out more on the ASA conventions web page 

sT,111;i Illotilaudl D@LA iliccoaptlicro 
March 26-29, 2015 

Texas Forest Country—Azalea Trails and Gardens 

	

Niltitr  Nacogdoches, Texas 	reorliet  

	

DabriELI giliM TT) 	imt5fill 

April 20-24. 2016 
Williamsburg, Virginia 
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