
Dancing demonstration. 

2014 National Convention: Doin' the Charleston 
By Connie Cottingham and Mike Sikes, Athens, Georgia 

During our time in Charleston, we were immersed in 
Southern history and Southern hospitality, and sur-

rounded by azaleas and camellias. What a delightful experi-
ence! 

Most of us arrived in Charleston on Thurs-
day, taking afternoon tours, attending the 
board meeting, entering photographs and 
arrangements in the contests, shopping the 
plant sale, or catching up with old friends. 
We all gathered together after dinner for a 
reception, where we met Eliza Lucas Pinck-
ney. The real Eliza would have celebrated her 
292nd birthday this year, but actress Christy 
Pleasant did an admirable job of bringing her 
to life for us—Southern charm, historic cos-
tume, and all. We are impressed by a woman 
who can make her own dress, but Eliza grew 
the silk and cotton and, while still a teenager, 
perfected the agricultural and manufacturing 
processes for the dye. Fascinating lady! After a 
dancing demonstration, many ASA members 
joined in to learn the Charleston and the shag. 

On Friday morning we boarded busses to spend the day 
at two plantations located along the Ashley River northwest 
of Charleston: Magnolia Plantation, the oldest garden open  

leas and Camellia japonica in the 1840s and transformed the 
gardens into a Romantic style with winding paths, natural 
shrub groupings, and a woodland effect over the next sev-
eral decades of his life. 

Magnolia Plantation has impressive collec-
tions of azaleas (over 250,000!) and camellias 
(over 25,000!) Five camellias dating back to 
the 1800s are still there. John James Audubon 
spent many months painting in "Audubon 
Swamp" at this plantation. 

Civil War soldiers and later an earthquake 
destroyed the original 1741 home at Middle-
ton Place. Only one of the 1755 side additions 
still stands. The gardens, created in the Clas-
sical garden style, celebrate geometry and bal-
ance, vistas, focal points and surprises. They 
are very different from Magnolia Plantation, 
yet also contain an abundance of mature aza-
leas and camellias. It was a treat to experience 
two very historical and yet very different gar-
dens in the same day. 
Our last stop was for sweet tea at Linwood, 

the 1883 home of Rev. John Drayton's daughter in Summer-
ville. Linwood is now a bed and breakfast with award-win-
ning gardens. 

Miles Beach leading a tour of Magnolia Plantation & Gardens. 

to the public in the United States, and Middleton Place, the 
oldest landscaped garden in this country. Magnolia Planta-
tion has been in the same family since it was founded in 
1676. Two generations of the family now serve on the board 
and one member, Drayton Hastie, spoke to us at lunch. 
Magnolia Plantation was the home of Reverend John Dray-
ton, who planted many specimens of Southern Indica aza- 

Drayton Hastie speaks to the group at Magnolia Plantation 
& Gardens. 

During Friday evening's reception Tom Johnson, Direc-
tor of Magnolia Plantation & Gardens told us of the history 
of the plantation and area, then Ernest F. Koone III of Lazy 
K Nursery in Pine Mountain, Georgia, spoke about decidu-
ous azaleas. 

On Saturday, while some headed to Charleston for a his-
toric and harbor-boat tour, we boarded a bus headed to Cy- 
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Tour of Middleton Place. 

press Gardens. This picturesque garden took two-and-a-half 
years to reopen after Hurricane Hugo took out 60,000 trees. 
The backbone of this garden is azaleas, camellias, and daffo-
dils. One highlight was a boat tour of a beautiful blackwater 
bald cypress/tupelo swamp that is the center of this garden, 
a photographer's dream, and home to many alligators. Cura-
tor Kathy Woolsey spoke to us about the history of Cypress 
Gardens (originally one of the plantations that Eliza Pinck-
ney ran at age 16), gave us a walking tour of the gardens, and 

presented a talk on pollinators. A bit of shopping at the his-
toric Market Area of Charleston completed our day's travels. 

Speakers at the Annual Meeting and Banquet included 
Buddy Lee, updating us on Encore® Azaleas and Mary Rop-
er, taking us far north to Asticou Azalea Garden in Acadia, 
Maine. Barbara Stump ended the evening with enticing 
plans for the 2015 National Convention in Nacogdoches, 
Texas on March 26-29. 

Left: Herb Frazier, Mary Roper of Asticou Azalea Garden, and Tom Johnson. Center: Barbara Stump and Buddy Lee chatting at 
Middleton Place. Right: J Jackson with Bob Stelloh. 
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Join the Azalea Society of America 
The Azalea Society welcomes membership by anyone interested in azaleas, 
from all cultures and disciplines. We invite those who wish to learn, and those 
who know and wish to share their knowledge. 

Member Name 

Street Address 

City, State, Nine-Digit Zip Code 

Area Code and Telephone Number / Private ( ) 

E-Mail Address / Private ( ) 

Type of Membership: 

❑ Individual ($30 U.S., Canada, Mexico / $40 International) 
❑ Contributing ($50) 
❑ Supporting ($100) 
❑ Endowment ($200) 
❑ Lifetime ($600 U.S., Canada, Mexico / $800 International) 

Chapter Affiliation: 

❑ Alabamense (AL) ❑ Rev. John Drayton (SC) 
❑ Ben Morrison (MD) ❑ Southern California (CA) 
o Lake Michigan (MI, IL, IN) o Texas (TX) 
❑ Louisiana (LA) o Tn-State (IN, IL, KY) 
❑ Northern Virginia (VA) ❑ Vaseyi (NC, SC, TN) 
❑ Oconee (GA) ❑ At-Large (no affiliation) 
❑ Cape Fear ❑ Central Carolinas 

Mail membership application form along with your check or money order to: 
Dan Krabill 
ASA Treasurer 
6009 Copely Lane 
McLean, VA 22101 

Privacy Notice: Membership information is published in the society's membership 
roster and quarterly journal, The Azalean. Information may also be published in a 
password-protected online Roster available only to society members. If you mark ("X") 
private on your telephone number and/or e-mail address, it will only be used for official 
society business and will not be published. 

Kathy Woolsey leading a tour of Cypress Gardens. 

AZALEA HILL GARDENS & NURSERY 

EVERGREEN AZALEAS 

We grow Glenn Dale, Back Acres, Robin Hill, Satsuki, Huang, 
Holly Springs and others 

Azalea Liners... 4 inch pots. We ship! 

1106 S. Evans Road 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 

Phone (870) 247-1574 

Visit www.azaleahillgardens-arkansas.com  

Alligator in Cypress Gardens. 

Christy Pleasant as Eliza Lucas Pinckney. 
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Doin' the Charleston and the Shag. 

  

       

SAVE THE DATEI 
Find out more on the ASA conventions web page 

sT,111;i Illotilaudl D@LA iliccoaptlicro 
March 26-29, 2015 

Texas Forest Country—Azalea Trails and Gardens 
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April 20-24. 2016 
Williamsburg, Virginia 
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