
Rev. John Drayton (by Linda Wood) 
The Reverend John Drayton chapter of the Azalea So-
ciety of American is looking forward to our January 
2015 meeting where Ernest Koone, President of Lazy 
K Nursery in Pine Mountain, Ga will speak to us on 
native azaleas, a specialty of his nursery. We will meet 
on Monday, Jan 26, 2015 at 6:30 PM in the Carriage 
House at Magnolia Plantation and Gardens, 3550 Ash-
ley River Rd, Charleston SC. 

Northern VA Chapter (by Barry Sperling) 
An active spring and summer has been enjoyed by 

the Northern VA Chapter members. 
Twenty-seven of us ventured down to South Caro-

lina for the annual convention, contributing a sizeable 
slice to the attendance. 

On May 17 many came to help with the successful 
Green Spring Gardens plant sale with the lion's share 
of the work shouldered by Carolyn and Paul Beck, 
both growing and transporting the azaleas. The late-
ness of the season contributed to the fine blooms avail-
able, even in late May. 

Surprisingly, the bitter and extended cold in the East 
last winter didn't seriously affect the blooming season, 
except for shifting it back about 10 days and the dis-
plays were generally great. 

On July 20th the always popular Cutting Exchange 
at the Beck's brought in associate members from far 
afield, including Joe Coleman all the way from Geor-
gia. Carolyn Beck gave a fine demonstration on root-
ing the cuttings and many went away with their cut-
tings already started. 

An active fall season began with the annual sale 
and auction of hundreds of plants on September 20th. 
President Lars Larson arranged for the use of the 
Kirkwood Presbyterian Church, Phil Louer and Larry 
Martin donated many plants, Carolyn and Paul Beck 
did the lion's share of the plant care and their trans-
portation. Also, Paul Beck computerized the sale with 
the ability to accept credit cards and read bar codes on 
each plant, allowing an automatic printed receipt. A 
large number of chapter members helped out with the 
required grunt work and Bob Harrison did his usual 
masterful job of auctioneering, keeping us entertained 
for hours! 
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On October 11th we joined with 3 Rhododendron 
Society chapters for a luncheon at the Wildfire Restau-
rant where we were treated to a great talk by Harold 
Greer, of Greer Gardens in Eugene, Oregon, concern-
ing rhododendron diversity. 

Computer guru Paul Beck, along with Dave Banks, 
used the registrations for the luncheon and the auction 
sales to test out the systems that will be in use during 
the 2016 ASA convention in Williamsburg, VA. 

We're looking forward to our Holiday Social on 
December 7th at the home of the Kirkwoods! 

Ben Morrison Chapter (by Bee Hobbs) 
The Ben Morrison Chapter of the ASA had its an-

nual cutting picnic at the lovely water-side home of 
Dr. Joe Miller in California, MD on Saturday, July 
12. There were lots of cuttings available for members 
to choose from. Along with Joe, in attendance were 
Peter and Debra Hughes, Bill and Peggy Myers, 
Bob and Rosa McWhorter, Carol and Dale Flowers, 
Budne and Diane Reinke, Bill and Gabrielle Scott, 
Harold Belcher and Bee Hobbs. It was a gorgeous 
day and conversation, food and drinks flowed galore! 
Joe Miller was kind enough to provide a tour of his 
fabulous garden for the attendees. Cuttings were ex-
changed and there was a short business discussion sug-
gesting that we combine activities with the Potomac 
Valley Chapter of the American Rhododendron Soci-
ety and the Northern Virginia Chapter of the ASA. A 
motion was made to give a donation to London Towne 
Gardens in the amount of $1,000 to help support the 
work in their Native Azalea Garden and to schedule a 
meeting there. 

FACEBOOK 
The ASA Facebook page would love to help promote 
chapter events. If your chapter has a page please let us 
know if you post an event. Also, if you do not have a 
page and want us to promote the event please email us 
and we will promote it. Also, if anyone has any ideas 
on posts - even if it is not an event - please let us know. 
We like to post more than just flower pics. 
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