
Texas Chapter Supports Local Beautification Projects 
Barbara Stump, Nacogdoches, Texas 

The Texas Chapter held their 
fall meeting at Nacogdoches 
County's newest lake, Lake 
Naconiche, on November 
28, 2014. Chapter members 
joined other civic groups 
(Keep Nacogdoches Beautiful 
(KNB), representatives from 
the Nacogdoches Garden 
Capital of Texas Committee, 
Texas Forest Service, and 
volunteers) in planting a 
colony of 50 deciduous 
Rhododendron austrinum azaleas and a dozen redbud 
trees near the new Rotary Pavilion. This event was the 
second mass planting event the chapter supported this 
fall. The first celebrated Texas Arbor Day (November 
8) by planting 90 Chinese fringe trees as street trees 
along the edge of Banita Creek Park, just south of 
the Nacogdoches Farmer's Market. Chapter members 
helped volunteers from city staff, the Stephen F. 
Austin State University (SFA) baseball team, SFA 
Gardens, and volunteers, including a 14 at-risk youth. 

Both events were planned under the KNB and 
Garden Capital of Texas Committee's "Give Thanks 
for Our Parks" initiative to remind people that the 
best time to plant azaleas and trees is in the fall in 
our climate (in Zone 8b spring is short and by May 
typically passes into a long summer of 80°-100° F.) The 
chapter supports these events, and your chapter can do  

the same in your local area. 
On April 3, 2013, 

Nacogdoches was named 
the Garden Capital of Texas 
by a resolution of the Texas 
State Legislature. To see 
why our town qualified for 
this designation, see the text 
of the resolution (legiscan. 
com/TX/text/HCR24/2013). 
Our residents have been 
boldly 	and 	resolutely 
gardening for over 200 

years, and continue the tradition today by adding 
both gardens and trails in the city and county. The 
local committee's mission "is to educate, engage and 
inspire Nacogdoches area citizens to become involved 
in beautifying their community green spaces." 

Barbara Stump is past editor of The Azalean and on 
the editing committee. She co-chaired the national 
ASA conventions in Nacogdoches, Texas, in 2007 and 
2015. She earned her MS degree in Agriculture, with 
thesis, for the "Site Analysis and Design of the Ruby 
M Mize Azalea Garden." She now keeps the azalea 
garden database updated, keeps track of a number of 
grant and endowment accounts for SFA Gardens, and 
is a research associate for development , as well as 
volunteers for the Nacogdoches Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and the annual Nacogdoches Azalea Trail. 

AZALEA HILL GARDENS & NURSERY 

'VERGREEN AZALEA, 

We grow Glenn Dale, Back Acres, Robin Hill, Satsuki, Huang, 
Holly Springs and others 

Azalea Liners... 4 inch pots. We ship! 

1106 S. Evans Road 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71602 

Phone (870) 247-1574 

Visit www.azaleahillgardens-arkansas.com  
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