
pact this has on bee health. This research is continuing into 
2015 and the results will hopefully be available sometime 
in 2015. 

In France, neonicotinoids were banned over 10 years ago 
and bee keepers continue to experience colony bee health 
issues even in the absence of neonicotinoids. Neonicoti-
noids are widely used in agriculture in Australia and, so far, 
the bee colonies appear to be doing fine. 

Pollen Sources 
Land-use researchers are looking at historical use of 

agricultural land and comparing it to modern agricultural 
practices. One thing they have noted is that in the early 20th 
century the agricultural land use involved multiple crops 
with many open areas with diverse pollen sources. In the 
21st century they noted large areas of a limited number of 
crops planted in large blocks. Many of these crops are poor 
pollen sources for pollinators. Bee colony health appears to 
be tied to honey bee foraging on multiple sources of nectar. 
In England they are conducting field trials on cooperating 
farms by planting strips of various flowers to serve as a di-
verse nectar source. They are fmding bumble bee species  

populations are up to six times greater in number at the 
farm planting pollen-rich and diverse flower sources. This 
practice of planting pollen source planting strips, at least 
based on early stages of investigation, appears to be a good 
way to improve pollinator health. 

We will continue to keep you informed on pollinator 
health and ways you can help maintain healthy populations 
of pollinators at your farms, nurseries and landscapes. 

References 
1  Published in The Azalean, Spring-Summer, 2015: 37 

(1-2): 25-27. Please see author's note in that issue for rel-
evance to azalea gardens. 

Stanton A. Gill, Extension Specialist in IPM and En-
tomology for Nurseries and Greenhouses at the Central 
Maryland Research and Education Center and Professor 
of Landscape Technology at the Germantown Campus of 
Montgomery College. 

ASA Seed Exchange 
By Lindy Johnson 

Contributing Seed 
Seed contributions will be accepted from ASA mem-

bers and other sources throughout the year until Decem-
ber 31. 

The seed from each plant should be described by the: 

• contributor's name 
• seed parent name 
• pollen parent name 
• plant type (evergreen, deciduous, 

azaleodendron) 
• pollination type (open pollinated, hand 

pollinated or wild cutting) 
• where collected (geographic feature 

or town) 
• notes 

This information can be written on seed envelopes, or 
we have a seed data form to describe the seed, as a short 
(4KB) file to down load and print. 

If you have digital pictures of the parents, please e-
mail them to Dave Banks, with the name, date and loca-
tion taken, for posting on the web linked to your seed. 
dfbanks@earthlink net 

Seed should be current year production and can be 
cleaned or not. Put the seed from one plant into one paper 
envelope with one completed form (or write the informa-
tion on the envelope), and mail to: Lindy Johnson, 843 
Wallace Rd, Trade, TN 37691. 

When we receive the seed, it is cleaned and distributed 
into #1 coin envelopes, and each lot of envelopes is as-
signed a number and stored until it is ordered. 

Ordering Seed 
The seed list will be posted online on or about January 

1st. The notice also gives the address to request a hard 
copy list of seed available. 

Seed is shown on the web on a seed list page, where it 
is listed alphabetically by seed parent name with the infor-
mation provided by the seed contributor, including links 
to any pictures of the parent plants. 

After January 1st seed is distributed to contributors and 
ASA members on a first come, first served basis. After 
April 1st seed is distributed to anyone on a first come, first 
served basis. 

All seed is packaged in #1 coin envelopes, and costs 
$2.00 for approximately 50 seeds. Shipping and handling 
is an additional $3.00 for all the envelopes in one order. 
Orders can be placed by e-mail to appalnativeplants@ 
gmail.com  or by a letter addressed to the Lindy's address 
provided above. 

All seed not distributed before the annual convention 
will be offered for sale there. 

Seed orders can be paid for with a check made out to 
"ASA" with "seed exchange" on the memo line, or by a 
credit card payment through PayPal using the form on the 
Seed Exchange 2016 page. 
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