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AZALEA PETITES 
Rea Lubar Duncan 

Danbury, Connecticut 

"Jack," said Jill, "That dear Mrs. Hill 
Has planted North Tisbury azaleas. 
Now when we fall down. 
You won't break your crown 
`Cause Polly's azaleas are traileas." 

The verse writer is Bob Carlson of Carlson's Gardens 
in South Salem, New York, where he and his wife, Jan, 
specialize in special azaleas and rhododendrons. 

The lady of the limerick is Mrs. Polly Hill of North 
Tisbury, Massachusetts, who's been raising her now-
famous breed of azaleas on Martha's Vineyard for more 
than 20 years, from seeds sent from Japan. They're 
evergreen, hardy, low-growing, spreading and heavily 
blooming. Perfect ground cover material? Absolutely, 
But there's more good news. Mostly pink and red, their 
blossoms start coming in May and, depending on var-
iety, last into August. Yes, August. 'Late Love.' which 
may be the latest blooming, starts giving out its pink, 
big-as-petunia blooms at the end of June and continues 
well into late summer. Seeing is believing. I saw them. 

Other North Tisburys which lay low but spred wide 
include 'Michael Hill,' with 21/2-inch shrimp-pink flowers 
starting in June, and 'Jeff Hill,' with sparkling, lightly 
ruffled flowers in a warm pink with delicate purplish 
blotch. It gets about 15 inches high, blooms all thorugh 
June. 'Pink Pancake,' which I planted last September, 
covered itself for me with wavy bright pink blossoms 
from early June till mid-July. It never got over 10 inches 
high but its already spread at least a foot. 

If Polly Hill is the queen of ground-cover azaleas, 
Robert Gartrell of Wycoff, New Jersey, is the king. In 50 
years of hybridizing, he has introduced more than 200 
Robin Hill azaleas, as he calls the breed, which are, like 
the North Tisburys, ever-green, low-growing, spreading, 
hardy and floriferous. Blossoms run a mite bigger than 
the North Tisburys. Plants are generally taller and 
slower in spreading. But why quibble? Robin Hills reach 
16 to 18 inches in height, spread to 36 inches in 10 
years, (Most Polly Hill babies grow only to about 12 to 15 
inches, fatten to 40. Hardly a difference to fret over.) 

Blossoms of the Robin Hills are open and flaring with 
softly luminous petals, mostly in muted pastel pinks or 
white. Plants flower late May through June. Some look 
remarkably like camellias. 'Mrs. Emil Hager,' for instance, 
has flowers layered like a camellia, though smaller, of 
course. "Mrs. H" is a hotter pink than most Robin Hills, 
but not loud. 

Other exciting, low-growing azalea varieties which 
are not part of either Polly Hill's or Robert Gartreii's royal 
families can, nonetheless, be princes or princesses in 
your garden. An enchanting pink called 'Kozan' lies  

almost prostrate on the ground, spreading widely. Put it 
by itself center stage so its pearly seashell color can get 
the attention it merits. Balsarninae-florum is also a 
ground-hugger trailer, with vivid salmon-pink double 
blooms. I saw it in a rock garden creeping lushly above, 
below, over and around a weathered grey stone. 

'Flat Out' is a delightfully vigorous low fellow with 
satiny white blossoms that open—how else?—flat out. 
'Gunrei' is a charmingly frilled white with delicate petal 
markings like pink snowflakes which, like 'Flat Out.' 
blooms late May through late June. 'Gunbi' is another 
knockout with frilled white blossoms, flecked with red in 
a most painterly manner. 

These are all hardy types I've singled out. Besides 
being a waste of money, it's heartbreaking to have fra-
gile kinds which live only one season and leave you with 
dead plants and dead space. Robin Hills are probably 
hardier than North Tisburys, which are, remember. bred 
in Martha's Vineyard, where temperatures are gentled 
by the sea, rarely dropping much below zero or rising 
above 90 degrees Fahrenheit. Danbury, where I garden, 
gets considerably hotter and colder. So does South 
Salem, New York. But Polly Hill is known for dumping 
any varieties which don't weather her weather and 
worse. She reports that a blanket of snow, which God 
provides, helps. So does a mulch, which you and I can 
provide. 

Last September I planted 20 of these dwarf azaleas to 
mask a 2-foot high open space between a deck and the 
ground in a 30-foot-long foundation planting. The width 
of the bed curves from 6 to 8 feet. Striving for a clean, 
low look in keeping with the lines of the house, I alter-
nated five 'Pink Pancake', five 'Flat Out,' five more 'Pink 
Pancake', five more 'Flat Out.' For an accent point 
between the two groups of 10, I planted two small-
leaved rhododendrons called 'Pioneer Silvery Pink,' 
which grow only to about 3 feet. 

The azaleas have, indeed, been "traileas". By now 
some of their branches have reached out to touch 
neighboring plants a foot and a half away. I admit they're 
well planted. The holes I dug were more than twice the 
size of the plant, as the catalogs advise. Also as recom-
mended, the soil is half good topsoil, half peat moss. I 
mulched the plants with several inches of pine needles, 
of which I have a God-given supply. Bob Carlson 
advises mulching with several layers of newspaper 
covered with pine needles, pine bark, wood chips or oak 
leaves. In any case, make your mulch at least 3 inches 
thick so it will last through the summer and winter or 
longer. Don't use peat moss as a mulch. It becomes 
virtually water-resistant when dry and can remain a 
soggy blanket when wet. 

66 	 THE AZALEAN Vol. 8 



Right now, September, is a great time for planting 
these petites—and any other azaleas, although you 
can, with care, set plants in from May through early Fall. 
Whenever you plant, feed only in early Spring, before 
June. Use a heaping tablespoon of cottonseed meal for 
each plant or half trowelful of Holly-Tone. 

You can use these azaleas petites not only as a 
ground cover but also as an edging to the perennial 
border, trailing over a stone wall, in a rock garden or in  

front of tall azaleas or rhodies. (I've just planted four 
'Gunrei' in front of bigger-growing relatives. I'll let you 
know how they do.) To get all the blooms these plants 
are capable of giving, plant them in plenty of sun. Half 
the day is a must; more is better. In the shade you'll have 
lovely green ground cover all year. But what a blooming 
waste of talent. 

Reprinted less figures from the September 1984 issue of Conne-

cticut Magazine, 

AZALEAS IN AUSTRALIA TODAY 
Roger Davidson 

Galston, Australia 

Azaleas are one of the most admired garden speci-
mens and perhaps the all time favourite garden shrub. 
Universally loved by professional and amateur garden-
ers alike, they provide a never ending variety of flower 
form and colour that is breathtaking, and truly beautiful. 
And one of their key advantages is that they are easy to 
grow, requiring little attention in the garden. 

What is an Azalea? Actually, Azaleas are a species 
of the Rhododendron family or genus. In olden times 
they were classified in one group with their Rhododen-
dron ancestors. 

Most Azalea botanical classifications still carry the 

Rhododendron prefix: for example, the popular Azalea 
indica group of hybrids is botanically known as "Rhodo-

dendron sinense japonicum." 
A close comparison of the flowers and foliage of 

Rhododendrons and Azaleas will show many similari-
ties. Both prefer much the same culture. 

But gardeners now prefer to treat Rhododendrons 
and Azaleas as two different species. So, if you see 
reference on an Azalea label to the word Rhododendron—
don't be dismayed. It will be the correct botanical identi-
fication since discarded by all but the most erudite and 

professional horticulturists! 
There are two main types of Azaleas: evergreen and 

deciduous. In Australia, the evergreen type is the one 
most cultivated because of its bright green habit when 
not in flower and its ability to withstand drier and warmer 
conditions. However there are many hybrid groups of 

deciduous Azaleas. This type is best suited to the cooler 
moist areas of Sydney's North Shore, the Blue Moun-
tains and Canberra. They flower later than the ever-

greens and the flowers form in trusses. Culture and care 
is the same as for the evergreen types. 

A few hybrid Azaleas are notably fragrant. 
Originally the evergreen species came from China, 

Korea, Taiwan and Japan and the deciduous species 
from southern Europe, Japan, China, Canada and USA. 

History of Discovery: It is not known how far back in 
time Azaleas actually came into being. 

They must be a very ancient species as history 
records that around 400 B.C. a company of Greek soldi-
ers became very ill after eating honey made from nectar 
of the Pontic azalea (Rhododendron luteum). The plants 
were growing where the troops had camped along the 
Black Sea. Three hundred years later, a Roman army 
was wiped out at almost the same place, the soldiers 
having become stupefied after eating honey from the 
same source. 

The English introduced Azaleas into western horticul-
tural history whilst empire building during the 18th and 

19th centuries. 
Many native American Azaleas were being grown in 

England having been sent home by adventurous colon-
ial collectors. 

Great Britain and Holland, through their East India 
Companies. imported many Asian varieties including 
some from Japan via China. 

By the early 1800s many species were available to 
European horticulturists and professionals who eagerly 
set to work raising hybrids from cross breeding the 
imported stock. 

In those early years, Belgium led other countries in 
producing new varieties. The evergreen Indica hybrids 
are an example of the outcome of this cross breeding 
and many of the originals are still available today. 

Throughout the 1800s, newly discovered species 

were being imported to Britain, Holland, Belgium and 
France from the Orient and as a result featured in many 
hybridising programmes. 

It was this early activity of hybridising from material 
gained from many and varied sources that has caused 
modern day confusion in identity, plant parents, and 
thus the exact background and breeding of many of 
today's hybrids. 

In Australia, our evergreen Azaleas, both imported 
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varieties and local hybrids, have been cross-bred and 
new strains developed, some of which are especially 
adapted to varying climatic conditions; hot summers, 
cold winters, drier climate, etc. such as one finds in 
Canberra and other country areas. 

Thus the newly introduced full sun hybrids have 
emerged which, as their names implies, revel in a full 
sun aspect. Other varieties prefer dappled sun and 
semi-shade positions in the garden. 

Azaleas in Australia today: Australia is right up with 
world "state of the art" breeding and propagation tech-
niques. Our country is perhaps climatically unique when 
compared with other world countries, and for this rea-
son has needed to breed and hybridise to suit the very 
stringent weather conditions applying here. 

Three basic types are now being concentrated upon. 
They are: semi-shade types, full sun types and spot 
flowering types. 

It has only recently been recognised that Azaleas 
can, and are, being bred for planting all year round, and 
in all positions in the garden. Whilst Azalea flowers 
appear to be very delicate blooms (which they are) their 
parent plants are very hardy and are relatively easy to 
grow. They do not need lots of tender care to get good 
results in most Australian gardens. 

Today, you can buy species for planting in full sun. 
This is usually nominated on the pictorial label attached 
to the plant. Others require dappled sun or semi-shade. 

Some varieties "spot flower"—that is they throw odd 
blooms haphazardly or spasmodically over the bush 
through late summer, autumn and winter. 

Whichever type you need there is a wide variety of 
choice in all categories. 

And most varieties can be planted all year round in 
Australia. 

Although the main (and natural) season for Azalea 
flowering is spring it is not necessary to plant them then. 
As a matter of fact, it is often better to plant them in 
autumn or winter and let them establish prior to their 
natural flush of flowers in the spring! 

In inland areas subject to cold winters (but hot  

summers) such as Canberra, it is perhaps wise to plant 
in early autumn or in spring when frosts are not preval-
ent. Local conditions should therefore be taken into 
consideration. 

Azalea culture. Some helpful tips on how to grow 
Azaleas: Whilst Azaleas are naturally easy to grow and 
relatively trouble free, here are a few pointers to take 
into consideration when planting and growing these 
delightful garden specimens. 

Position: Azaleas can now be selected for position 
and be grown in almost any place in the garden from full 
sun to full shade. Ask your supplier. Most varieties will 
also grow well in tubs. 

Soil: Good drainage is essential. Acid soil with a pH of 
4.5 to 5.5 (most Australian east coast soils are suitable). 
Plant to the same depth as original container. Dig the 
planting hole twice the size of the original container; dig 
in organic matter such as leaf mould, peat moss or dried 
grass clippings prior to digging the planting hole. Back 
fill around the new plant. 

Fertilizing: Fertilize plants after settling in, around 1-2 
months, using a recommended Azalea/Camellia fertilizer. 

Watering: Soil should be moist at all times but not 
wet. When watering, water well and deeply. 

Pruning: Prune undesirable branches after flower-
ing; tip-prune any long shoots to keep plant bushy. 

Pest Control: Insect spray in warmer months with 
recommended spray—there are many different brands 
available. For petal blight, use Bayleton as recommended. 

Tub Culture: Provided drainage is good and the cor-
rect potting mixture is used (check your supplier) Aza-
leas make wonderful tub specimens. Watering is impor-
tant. In summer keep moist but not wet. In winter, don't 
overwater! When planting, don't overplant—too much 
unused soil around the Azalea's shallow roots could 
stay wet, particularly in winter, and cause root rot. 

From a pamphlet entitled:  A potted "history" of AZALEAS, from 
Davidson's Nurseries (AustralJa:s largest Azalea wholesaler), 11-17 
Knights Road, Galslon, NSW, 2159, Australia. 

THE AZALEA CALENDAR 

April 27-29, 1987 
9th ASA Convention and Annual Meeting 
Eugene Oregon 
Contact: Otto Henricksen 

32316 Wilson Creek Road 
Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424 

April 30-May 2, 1987 
8th Brookside Gardens Chapter Azalea Flower 
Show 
Landon Azalea Garden Festival, Landon School, 
Bethesda, Maryland. 
Contact: Denise Stelloh (301) 840-1714  

May 5-8, 1988 
10th ASA Convention and Annual Meeting 
Washington, D.C. 
Contact: Dr. Charles H. Evans 

9233 Farnsworth Drive 
Potomac, Maryland 20854 

THE AZALEA CALENDAR lists upcoming Society and chapter 
activities. Items to be included should be forwarded to the Editor 
togelher with name, address, and/or telephone number of contact 
person(s) at least three months prior to the month of publication of 
TILE AZALEAN in which the notice is to appear. 
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WHAT DO YOU DO WITH WINTER? 
William C. Miller II I 
Bethesda, Maryland 

With the advent of winter, most azalea activities are 
put on hold pending the return of milder weather. Run-
ning counter to this natural scheme of things, there are 
those lucky individuals with all weather greenhouses for 
whom inclement weather presents little problem. With 
the ability to control absolute climate, they can promote 
growth and encourage budding and flowering, despite 
what may be raging outside. As a group, they comprise 
a relatively small minority and, more to the point, I am not 
one of them. That means I either put everything away for 
the year (go dormant like the plants) when winter comes 
or I find some other suitable azalea-related activity to 
tide me over. 

I have always found history to be fascinating, and I 
believe that when one ignores the past, one is doomed 
to repeat it. My response to winter, therefore, is to read 
about the people who wrote about azaleas, hunted for 
azaleas, bred azaleas, classified azaleas, or played a 
major role which contributed to any of the above. I have 
found a wealth of information in my reading, and it has 
helped put many aspects of the azalea picture into 
perspective. With that introduction, I would like to 
recommend several books for your winter pleasure. 

1. Lee, Frederic P., The Azalea Book, 2nd Edition, D. 
Van Nostrand Co., Inc., Princeton, NJ (1965). Reprinted 
by Theophrastus Pub., Little Compton, RI (1978). 

No list of books would be complete without the Lee 
book. First editions (1958) are hard to find and are 
considered collector's items as they contain a few color 
plates. Fortunately, there is a second edition which has 
been reprinted several times in limited numbers. A pro-
duct of The American Horticultural Society (AHS), the 
Lee book (more properly The Azalea Book) was a coop-
erative enterprise and could be viewed as an improved 
version of the Azalea Handbook which was published 
by the AHS in 1952. Frederic P. Lee was a noted ama-
teur gardener, a former officer and director of the AHS, 
chairman ofthe Advisory Council of the United States 
National Arboretum, as well as a respected Bethesda 
(Maryland) lawyer. The list of contributors included 
Frederick W. Coe, John L. Creech, Ben Morrison, Henry 
T. Skinner, Freeman Weiss, Ernest N. Cory, and Stuart 
M. Armstrong—not a lightweight in the bunch. An excel-
lent first book for a beginner and an indispensable 
standard reference for an old pro. 

2. Ihei, Ito, A Brocade Pillow (Azaleas of Old Japan), 
John Weatherhill, Inc., New York and Tokyo (1984). 

This book (a translation of Kinshu Makura) is probably 
the earliest known work on azaleas. It presents a snap-
shot of what was known about azaleas in Japan in the 
late 17th century. It also gives descriptions. It is hard to  

believe that some of our cultivars have been around for 
400 years. For additional details. the reader is referred to 
the extensive book review published in the December 
1984 edition of THE AZALEAN. 

3. Fairchild, David, The World Was My Garden (Trav-
els of a Plant Explorer), Charles Scribner's Sons, New 
York and London (1939). 

This is a real gem—not much information on azaleas 
but an excellent view through a looking glass at the 
way it was". The name Fairchild is synonymous with 
plant exploration and introduction, and it was by his 
hand that this country began to do something about our 
germplasm—poor condition. It is estimated that he was 
responsible for the introduction of more than 75,000 
edible, ornamental, and economic crops. This is his 
autobiography, and it relates his many travels to fara-
way and exotic places including Europe, Java, South 
America, the Persian Gulf, and Saigon to name a few. It 
was by his efforts that the Section of Foreign Seed and 
Plant Introduction was created (with an appropriation of 
$20,000) This book gives an interesting picture of life in 
Washington, D.C. during the early 1900's. Of particular 
interest is his story about his activities in the mining of 
the Potomac River during the Spanish-American War. 
This was done to discourage the Spanish fleet from 
sailing up the Potomac and attacking Washington. Also 
of interest are the people he knew. He was married to 
the daughter of Alexander Graham Bell. His friends 
included Mr. Bell (telephone), Glenn Curtiss (aviation) 
P. Howard Dorsett (plant explorer after whom Hollowell 
named a selection of Rhododendron kaempferi), Gilbert 
H. Grosvenor (National Geographic Society), Frank N. 
Meyer (another famous plant explorer), Wilbur and 
Orville Wright (of airplane fame), and Mrs. Frank B. 
Noyes (the Evening Star newspaper, major mover in the 
National Arboretum Committee after whom Ben Morri-
son named one of the Gleen Dale hybrids, 'Janet 
Noyes'). Fairchild was a member of the National Arbore-
tum Committee and expressed reservations about the 
tract of several hundred acres in Northeast Washington 
that was eventually selected. He was also involved in 
the effort that brought the flowering cherry trees to the 
Tidal Basin in Washington, D.C. which now play the 
leading role in the annual Cherry Blossom Festival each 
spring. The story of the cherry trees is fascinating but 
too complex to relate here in detail. I will simply say that 
the Japanese sent 2000 mature cherry trees to this 
country as a gift and we burned them. (Read the book for 
the rest of the story.) Fairchild was an avid photo-
grapher, and the book is filled with pictures. Do yourself 
a favor, check this one out. 
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4. Morrison, Benjamin Yeo, The Glenn Dale Azaleas, 
U.S. Department of Agricutlure Monograph 20, Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington, D.C. (1953). Reprinted 
by Theophrastus Publishers, Little Compton, RI (1 978). 

This is the official account of the Glenn Dale hybrid 
azaleas. It contains the official descriptions of 454 
Glenn Dale hybrids and was Lee's source for the Glenn 
Dale hybrid descriptions that appear in The Azalea 
Book. A collector's item in its original soft cover version, 
its real vaue is to be found in the first 18 pages which 
includes an introduction, a discussion of the breeding 
materials, an overview of the program, statements on 
how the plants and flowers were evaluated, and obser-
vations. There is a lot of good information there. 

5. Wilson, Ernest Henry and Rehder, Alfred, A Mono-
graph of Azaleas, The University Press, Cambridge 
(1921). Reprinted by Theophrastus Pub., Little Comp-
ton, RI (1977). 

A challenge for the experienced and technical reader 
and not recommended for an evening of "light reading." 
A highly informative book which goes into great detail on 
the history and characteristics of azaleas while reflect-
ing the taxonomic opinion in the early 1900's. It is  

divided into two parts—"The Azaleas of the Old World" 
(Wilson) and "The Azaleas of North America" (Rehder). 
It is interesting to note that R. baked had not been 
recognized at this time. 

6. Livingston, Philip A., West, Franklin H., Hybrids and 
Hybridizers (Rhododendrons and Azaleas for Eastern 
North America), Harrowood Square, Pennsylvania (1978). 

This is perhaps the finest introduction to Morrison, 
Gable, Shammarello, Dexter, and Nearing. There is 
much detail on their lives, their work, and the contribu-
tions that they made to the world of azaleas and rhodo-
dendrons. A product of considerable research, this one 
is the one worth reading several times and then keeping 
close by for reference. The many beautiful pictures 
make this a very colorful and attractive item to consider 
adding to your personal library. The insight into these 
men's lives could only come from close friends and 
family. 

Whether you are a beginner or an expert, one or more 
of the books above will be time well spent and besides—
who is not curious about why we burned those cherry 
trees? 

MULCH DAMAGE 
Stanton Gill 

Gaithersburg, Maryland 

Three reported cases of burning of plants and/or turf 
after mulch applications made to landscape beds have 
been received this spring. The damage is from alcohol 
leaching from the mulch. You may say how does alco-
hol show up in wood mulch. 

Alcohol can form in any decomposing organic mate-
rials under anaerobic conditions. Making mountains of 
bark mulch or compost to conserve space or to impress 
your competitor can result in the formation of wood 
alcohol in the middle bottom of the pile especially during 
a rainy period. In addition to forming alcohol, the pH of 
the bark mulch or compost will drop to near 3.0 further 
compounding the problem. If your intent is to generate 
alcohol, I suggest you choose more efficient methods, 
but if your intent is to store compost or bark mulch, it is 
best to either make the piles smaller, or provide aeration 
to keep the decomposition aerobic. 

Alcohol injury to actively growing plants is almost 
instantaneous. Nurserymen applying alcohol saturated 
mulch to established landscape plantings have reported 
patches of grass turning white within hours of acciden-
tally spilling the mulch on lawns. This is easy to under-
stand knowing that alcohol is used to extract chlorophyll 
from live plant tissues. Azaleas, yews, hollies and other 
plants wilt within hours after being mulched with alcohol 
laden bark or compost. In this particular instance, the 
alcohol not only draws water out of the soil but also from 
plant tissues. After symptoms have been observed, it is  

generally too late to reverse the process. Once plant 
cells have plasmolysed, (collapsed) they will generally 
stop functioning. Plants with dead roots don't grow. 

To prevent alcohol from forming in piles of bark mulch 
or compost, avoid stockpiling the mulch, for prolong 
periods of time, in piles more than 8' to 10' high and 12' 
to 14' across at the base. For piles larger than those 
specified, be prepared to turn the piles bi-weekly with a 
front end loader or lay perforated 4" drainage pipe 
through the pile at 4' intervals. It is important to keep the 
piles aerobic by supplying oxygen to organisms doing 
the composting. It is also equally important to stockpile 
the mulch or compost in a well drained area to prevent 
the accumulation of water in the bottom of the pile. 

Should a pile of bark mulch or compost become satu-
rated with alcohol, spread the material in a layer 10" to 
12" thick and allow the alcohol to evaporate. Running a 
cultivator through the mulch or compost will hasten 
evaporation of the alcohol. After all of the alcohol has 
evaporated, mix the mulch or compost with new mate-
rial at equal parts by volume and pile as recommended 
to reactivate composting. This will be necessary in 
order to raise the pH of the finished compost to a desira-
ble level. 

Stanton Gill is an Extension Agent in Urban Agriculture, Reprinted 
from the May 12, 1986 issue of INSECT & DISEASE NOTES published 
by the Maryland Cooperative Extension Service, The University of 
Maryland, Symons Hall, College Park, Maryland 20742. 
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HINTS FOR PROPAGATING AZALEAS 
John D. Gibson 
Tifton, Georgia 

Jim Berry, general manager of Flowerwood Nursery 
No. 2 in Loxley, AL, began his talk on azaleas by noting 
the crop's importance in the South. Baldwin and Mobile 
counties in southern Alabama form possibly the most 
concentrated azalea production area in the US. Accord-
ing to Berry, the estimated crop value for those two 
counties falls between $12 and $15 million. 

Taxonomically, azaleas belong to the Heath family. 
There are six subseries of azaleas. Most of them are 
native to the Northern Hemisphere. Asia appears to be 
the home of the evergreen species, while North Amer-
ica claims the deciduous ones. 

Most familiar evergreen species belong to the Obtu-
sum series. The second series of significance is the 
Luteum, which contains azaleas native to the US. (Berry 
mentioned that Georgia is home to more native azalea 
species than is any other state.) From the Luteum series 
come the famous deciduous hybrids: the Exbury, the 
Mollis and the Ghent. 

Berry noted that, ironically, germ plasm for these 
hybrids had to be carried from the US to Europe before 
they were recognized and favored. Because of the cli-
mate they were hybridized in, these plants are more 
adapted to the northern tier of the US. Fortunately, 
researchers in the US are currently working to hybridize 
natives with hopes of getting some adaptation to south-
ern latitudes, Berry said. 

Twenty to 30 years ago, azalea propagators in south-
ern Alabama used glass greenhouses equipped with 
6-inch cement beds that were elevated to waist height. 
The beds were filled with packed sand, which served as 
the rooting medium. Furrows for rows were layed out 
with boards and knives. 

Cuttings were stuck early in the season in a high-
density arrangement-1-inch by 1-inch. Intermittent 
mist systems were not available. And misting was fre-
quently done by hand, with applications to both the 
cuttings and the cement, to generate high humidity. 
Shade, when needed, was supplied with material such 
as burlap. 

Cuttings rooted very quickly. Stuck in April and May, 
they rooted by July 1. Cuttings were then transferred to 
the field under small, 3-foot-tall structures with sunken 
beds. There the plants were lined out on 4- by 6-inch 
centers into native soil amended with peat. 

From summer through fall, the structures were covered 
at night and uncovered during the day—day after day. 
Starting January 15, they were kept covered, and fertiliz-
ing began. 

Berry said the value of the crops was 70 for a rooted 
cutting and 160 for a bush, 4- to 6-inch transplanted 
liner. Plants that didn't sell were again transplanted into  

lath houses in ground beds and held until fall, when they 
were valued at 320. If they were held longer still, a final 
sale might be made at about 650. These final plants 
were equivalent in size to today's 2-gallon containers 
but would be sold bareroot. 

Current Propagation 
Current propagation methods are much different, 

Berry said. The structures used at Flowerwood in Loxley 
are gutter-connected hoop houses with 9-foot sidewalls 
and 20-foot bays. (Berry said that he prefers high side-
walls since they keep the summer heat buildup high and 
off the plants.) The structures are covered with a three-
year poly, and sidewalls are covered with material, to 
eliminate the effect of the wind on mist. End walls are 
removed during summer to allow heat to escape. 

Most azalea cuttings are stuck in the houses in April, 
May and June under 47 to 55 percent shade cloth. All 
cuttings are direct stuck into 31/4-inch plastic pots. Berry 
says that growers at Flowerwood prefer plastic to peat 
pots since they can hold liners longer. Plastic also 
makes for a nicer product should the owners choose to 
sell them at this stage. 

Irrigation sprinklers are 17 feet apart on each lateral, 
and laterals are 20 feet apart with one lateral per bay. 
The nozzle used is a Ross 24 sprinkler nozzle. 

Cuttings are collected out of the field. Most are 
gathered in spring, but some are collected in late Sep-
tember to early October. 

At Flowerwood, growers feel that the sooner they can 
stick a cutting in spring, the better off they'll be. Cutting 
work is done on a piece rate with people responsible for 
their own cuttings—providing an accountability of 
productivity. 

Plant stress is minimized after cutting; there are 11/2 
hours of activity in the morning before the cuttings are 
collected and processed. Certain cuttings are very par-
ticular. 'Salmon Beauty' and 'Pink Pearl' need to be cut 
between 7 and 8 a.m. and stuck before 9 a.m. Others are 
more forgiving and can be cut all day, as long as han-
dling precautions are observed. 

One surprising observation that Berry passed along is 
that with cultivars such as 'Red Ruffles', 'Pink Ruffles', 
'Mildred'. 'George Taber'. 'Snow', 'Hino', 'Hino Crimson' 
and 'Glacier', the best cutting is the second-best one. 
With these cultivars, the fattest, prettiest one will have 
problems rooting. With 'Snow' and 'Hi no', if all of the 
leaves look mature, the cutting is probably too mature. 
With all the other varieties the staff at Loxley works with, 
if the cutting looks good, it is good. 

In general, tender cuttings root better than more 
mature ones, Berry said. With such tender cuttings, the 
succulent tips act as indicators. 
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Immediately after sticking, the tips will probably 
droop. However, the next morning—if all is well—they 
should be upright. If this is the case, you are over the 
hump. If not, you might as well take cuttings again. 

Mist 
Watch mist carefully, Berry cautioned. Use just enough 

to keep the cuttings upright: don't flood them. At Loxley, 
the mist is controlled with a Phytotronics controller, 
which allows for great flexibility in regulation. 

Berry stated that many azalea propagators believe it 
is not necessary to treat cuttings with indolebutyric acid. 
However, his personal preference is to use it. The 
standard formulation is 1,250 parts per million. November 
cuttings of Indica azaleas receive 2,500 ppm. With 
alcohol-sensitive cuttings, such as 'Salmon Beauty', a 
water-soluble potassium salt IBA is used. 'Massaoit' 
receives no treatment. 

Berry used a new term in reference to azalea propa-
gation. The juicing stage." Just prior to rooting, propa-
gators at Loxley have observed little jelly-like formations 
up and down the stem. They appear around the eighth 
or ninth day and signify that rooting is just a day or two 
away. 

Berry emphasized that this is the most critical time for 
moisture management. An incident he vividly remem-
bered occurred during a short rainy period. Only half of 
the house was covered in time. Indeed, the difference 
between the two sections in terms of rooting was 
dramatic. 

Berry discussed the rooting mix used at Loxley for 
azaleas. It consists of three parts pine bark, two parts 
peat and two parts perlite or an alternate ratio of 3:2:3. 
To this, the staff adds 5 pounds of dolomitic limestone, 6 
pounds of 18-6-12 Osmocote and 1 pound of Micromax. 
Once the cuttings are rooted or are close to doing so, a 
12-6-6 Nursery Special dry-broadcast fertilization pro-
gram is started. The program is flexible, and its imple-
mentation is well thought out. 

Berry discussed various chemicals for disease and 
insect control. Rhizoctonia foliar blight is a problem on 
dense-growing azaleas and occurs from July until mid-
September. Benlate is used on a weekly basis for con-
trol. For liners, a weekly spray program is used to prevent 
pestalotia. Zyban and Manzate are applied on a 7- to 
10-day basis. 

Berry cautioned against using chemicals in the root-
ing stage that may artificially harden cuttings. Propaga-
tors at Loxley feel that Daconil and Captan may do this. 
first few years 

Pests 

Berry said that spider mites are a prominent pest and 
offered suggestions for their control. First, don't take 
cuttings off infested plants. Second, watch your plants 
like a hawk. For control, the staff at Loxley uses Pentac, 
Vendex or Plictran, with as many as three applications in 
a t 2-day period. Lannate and Orthene are used for leaf 
eaters and leafrollers. 

Berry stated that Flowerwood at Loxley does not use 
growth regulators in producing azaleas for sale, nor 
does it use herbicides in liner production. 

At Loxley, liners are grown under a conscientious 
drench program with Ridomil and Benlate. The staff 
drenches immediately after plants are weaned from the 
mist and thereafter at 8- to 1 0-week intervals, until the 
plants are sold or planted. 

Spring-stuck cuttings are generally potted in Novem-
ber and are ready for sale by early fall of the next year, 
constituting about an 18-month cycle. In southern Ala-
bama, Indica azaleas propagated in October grow so 
rapidly in heated greenhouses during the winter that 
substantial liners are attained by April 10. These con-
tainer plants are then spaced out in summer and are 
ready for sale in fall—a 10- to 12-month cycle. However, 
the bulk of sales occurs in spring, Berry said. 

As for the best sellers, the Kurume azaleas, including 
'Snow', 'Coral Bells' and 'Mildred', are an important 
group. Southern Indices have not been as strong lately 
due to the last couple of winters. However, the two best 
sellers are 'Gump° Pink-  and 'Gump White'. Berry 
attributed their popularity to their unique qualities of 
being compact and late-blooming. 

Berry ended his talk by showing the audience some 
new varieties that he is excited about. 'Flame Creeper' is 
a Satsuki hybrid. It does well as far north as Memphis, 
TN, and blooms late in the season—primarily May and 
June. It also offers a show of fall color. 

Another Satsuki that Berry displayed is 'Higasa', 
which has a hot pink bloom. Satsukis can have large 
blooms ranging from 3 to 41/2 inches in diameter. 

A very hardy Back Acre hybrid is 'Marian Lee', with a 
bicolor bloom. 'Pink Cascade' has potential as a ground 
cover. 'Gwenda' is a Robin Hill hybrid with large shell 
pink blooms that are 3 inches across. 

Finally, Berry stated his optimism about the decidu-
ous azaleas, even though they are not produced com-
mercially at Loxley. Time spent making selections of 
superior plants should prove worthwhile to those nur-
serymen willing to work out propagation and handling 
procedures. 

From an article entitled, -Hints for propagating ornamental grasses, 
azaleas and junipers," by John D. Gibson published in American 
Nurseryman, 164:90-97 (1986). Dr. Gibson is an Extension Horticultu-
rist of Ornamentals with the Cooperative Extension Service, University 
of Georgia, Tifton, Georgia and wrote the article based on three 
presentations delivered at the 1985 Woody Plant Seminar held in 
Tifton, Georgia. Readers should consult authoritative texts. e.g. by Lee 
or by Gate, to verify the hybrid group of listed varieties and be aware 
that blooming times vary in different climatic regions. Ed. 
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"Azalea Classic" AZALEAS AND RHODODENDRONS FROM SEED 

B. Y. Morrison 
Washington, D.C. 

INTRODUCTION 

In many cases there grow up about plants traditions 
of difficulty that do not have any real foundation in fact 
but are based upon a total or partial lack of understanding 
of the needs of the individual plants. For example, the 
idea of difficulty in raising azaleas and rhododendrons 
from seed has long been current and was fully believed 
that the writer was discouraged from attempting the 
work until a large stock of plants of these species 
seemed desirable in connnection with some projected 
breeding experiments. The success of the venture has 
been sufficient to warrant the conclusion that all the 
difficulties encountered can be overcome by an under-
standing of the requirements of the plants. 

SPECIES USED IN EXPERIMENTS 

The experiments have involved the seed of the follow-
ing species only, and it may be possible that some 
modification of the practice might be necessary for 
other sorts. 

Rhododendron arboreum Smith; 
augustini Hemsl.; 
calendulaceum Torr.; 
californicum Hook.; 
canadense Zabel; 
catawbiense Pursh (including hybrids); 
japonicum Suring.; 
mollis Hort.; 
mucronulaturn Turcz.; 
mucronatum G. Don; 
obtusurn Planch. (The "Kurume 
azaleas"); 
schlippenbachi Maxim.; 
smirnovi Trautv.: 
yanthinum Franch.; 
yedoense poukhanense Nakai. 

Of this list none of the seed has been in quantities 
over 1 ounce, and several have been in such small 
quantities as to make the results rather unimportant. All 
have been successfully grown with the exception of R. 
smirnovi and R. yanthinum. The former has grown with 
little vigor, which seems to be its reputation. A further 
study of its needs must be made. The latter did not 
germinate well, perhaps because of the age of the seed, 
a factor that can not always be controlled. 

Figures 1, 2, and 3 show the various steps in the 
process of growing rhododendrons and azaleas from 
seed as illustrated by the different representatives of the 
family the writer has handled. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The equipment available for the study consisted of an 
unheated pit roofed with ordinary hotbed sash, in which 
the temperatures become safe for planting about the 
first of April. 

The seed was sown in flats of soil carefully prepared 
as described later, placed in pans so that watering could 
be accomplished from below, shaded by panes of glass 
and lath shades until germination was fairly complete, 
when the glass, but not the lath, was removed. 

FIGURE 1 —Azalea and rhododendron seed and seedlings: A, seed; 
a, Korean azalea; b, Korean rhododendron; c, hybrid rhododendron, 
Lady Clermont, d. Japanese azalea; e, Kurume azalea. B, C, D, 
seedlings: B, Korean rhododendron: C, Japanese azalea; D. Kurume 
azalea. 

Transplanting into flats of the same soil mixture fol-
lowed as soon as the operator could commence the 
work, which is tedious but not difficult and may be 
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started, if desired, when the plants have only seed 
leaves. A second transplanting followed as soon as 
necessary to prevent crowding in the flats and was 
followed by a third, usually in August, into carefully 
prepared beds in the nursery. 

There is little in this routine that differs from the raising 
of many other plants from seed. There are. however, 
certain factors that must be scrupulously observed 
which will determine largely the success of the whole. 

The seed should be fresh. Although the seed of rho-
dodendrons, if properly stored, will maintain its viability 
for a great length of time, germination is better and more 
complete if the seed is from the last harvest. 

SOIL PREPARATION 

The soil in which the seed is sown must be of proper 
composition and preparation. It has long been known 
that ericaceous plants require an acid soil, the sources 
of which have been widely discussed elsewhere; but 
since 1910, when Coville' published the results of his 
investigations of the acid soils required in blueberry 
culture, the relation of acidity to the successful culture 
of these and other ericaceous plants has been more 
clearly understood. 

In the present experiments the soil compost was 
made from one-third sharp sand and two-thirds leaf soil. 
The latter was made by rubbing through a quarter-inch 
wire screen half-decayed leaves gathered in local oak 
woods. In collecting this leaf soil the upper-most layer of 
leaves is discarded, and only the second layer is taken. 
The lower layers, so completely decayed that the ves-
tiges of stems and leaf veins are no longer apparent, are 
not used in the compost for seed pans, but may be used 
in the nursery beds. This differentiation is made because 
the fiber from the half-decayed veins and stems rubbed 
thrOugh the screen makes a soil that will not pack down 
and become sodden with water, a condition fatal to the 
good growth of young seedlings. Some experimentation 
in the proportion of sand and leaf material to be mixed 
may be necessary in order to obtain a mixture so porous 
that water will drain through it immediately and yet be 
sufficiently absorbed by the leaf soil to keep the whole 
uniformly moist but not sodden. It is probable, therefore, 
that in a leaf soil from softer leaves than oak more sand 
might be required. In any case it is essential that the 
sand and leaf soil be mixed with the greatest care to 
obtain uniformity, for any pockets of leaf soil without 
sand are more difficult to keep moist and once dried out 
are almost impossible to remoisten without complete 
immersion. 

The seed flats are filled with this mixture nearly to the 
rim and are pressed with a board until the soil is firm and 
the surface level. They should be watered thoroughly 
and left to drain until the next day, when the seed may be 
sown. 

F.V. EXPERIMENTS IN BLUEBERRY CULTURE. U.S. Dept 
Agr,  , Bur. Plant Indus. But 193, 100 p.. illus. 1910. 

Many writers advocate the use of a layer of drainage 
material in the bottom of the flats, suggesting an ample 
layer of broken pots covered with moss to prevent the 
soil from clogging the rest. Notwithstanding much dis-
tinguished precedent, the writer has never used any 
drainage material, and by the use of the quickly draining 
mixture he has had no difficulty with the drainage in 
ordinary flats. 

PLANTING AND WATERING 

The seed is sown on the surface of the soil prepared 
as outlined, and it is then covered with a thin layer of dry 
sphagnum moss that has been rubbed through a 
mosquito-wire screen to the consistency of dust. The 
flats are then covered with panes of glass and set in 
pans of water. No watering from above is given any flat 
until the seedlings have been twice transplanted, at 
which stage the flats are placed on the benches and 
thereafter the water is allowed to run over the surface of 
the flat and is not permitted to touch the leaves of the 
tiny plants. In this way a considerable amount of damp-
ing off is prevented. Care must be taken to prevent 
damage from drip from the roof of the house. To facili-
tate watering from below, the writer has used pans 
made from large sheets of galvanized roofing by turning 
up the edges about 11/2 inches and soldering together 
the corners. Each will accommodate six flats of ordinary 
size. They are half-filled with water as often as is 
necesssary to keep the soil evenly moist. 

The time of germination varies from two weeks to one 
month under ideal conditions. If the seed is sown too 
early in the unheated house, it lies dormant until the 
weather is moderately warm. The writer has found no 
advantage in sowing before April. May has given fair 
results, but later sowing is undesirable. The sowing 
should be so timed that the seedlings will have developed 
several true leaves during the cool weather that precedes 
summer. 

TRANSPLANTING 

While the seedlings are small and apparently fragile, 
with roots as slender as the most delicate threads, the 
plants are easily moved, even before the development 
of the first true leaf, if the operator has ample patience 
and a light touch. The transplant flats are prepared as 
for seed flats, but no sphagnum moss is used on the 
surface. The flats when filled with plants 1 inch apart 
each way are set in the water pans for several days. 
They can then be moved to benches where earthworms 
can not work up into the soil, as these soon bury the tiny 
plants with piles of earth from their borings. Slugs are 
very harmful at this time and should be trapped on 
leaves of lettuce or cabbage set about the house. 

The best tool for transplanting in a small knife. The 
seedlings can almost be lifted from the sphagnum moss 
of the seed flat with the fingers, as they are not deeply 
rooted at this stage, and can be carried between the 
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– FIGURE 2.—Nursery plants: 1-year (A) and 2-year (B) seedlings of 
Korean rhododendrons; 1-year (C) and 2-year (D) seedlings of 
Korean azaleas. 

fingers of the left hand and slipped into the hole made by 
the knife held in the right hand. The opening is then 
closed by the finger tips. This is tedious to one not 
interested in the work. The sooner it is done the better, 
as seedlings with several leaves are checked in later 
moving. 

In the writer's work the seedlings in some cases have 
been carried through the first summer and winter in the 
pit house, which has probably delayed the development 
of the plants. Here they are frozen lightly during the 
coldest months, but are protected from harm by lath 
shade, which tempers the rapidity of thawing, Injury 
usually comes from the splitting of the bark and the 
subsequent loss of the top. If the plants are valuable 
they should not be immediately discarded, as they will 
often start again from the base. The following spring all 
the seedlings are transplanted into nursery beds either 
before growth starts or in late July or early August as the 
second period of growth is beginning. Transplanting 
during the spring season of growth seems to check that 
growth in the case of the deciduous American and 
oriental species so that they do not makethetotal height 
that is obtained by a midsummer transpianting, but they 
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often make a desirable branching growth in late summer 
and early fall. 

The soil in the transplant beds must be of the same 
acid nature as that in the seed flats, but need not have 
so carefully prepared a texture. It must have greater 
depth, however, and adequate drainage. 

In transplanting for the second and third times, the 
operation is simpler than it is the first time. With a sharp 
knife cut between the rows of seedlings, whether in flats 
or in nursery rows, and then between the individuals in 
the rows. By a careful manipulation it is then possible to 
lift out each plant with a rectangular mass of earth 
attached to its roots which penetrate the fibrous soil 
throughout the mass. Of course some of the roots are 
cut for each plant, and occasionally a large root running 
out from a seedling in a horizontal plane is severed to 
the harm of that individual, but usually there is as little 
damage as would be done in moving a potted plant. 

SHADE 

In a nursery where quantity production is the aim, it is 
probable that an area with overhead shading and 
watering would be the ideal nursery site for growing the 

FIGURE 3,—Plants and transplant beds: A 2-year plants of hybrid 
rhododendrons; B. transplant beds of rhododendrons; C, transplant 
beds of azaleas ,  
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seedlings to flowering size. In the small-scale operations 
of the present work, the nursery beds have been 
prepared where the plants would have the shade of 
small trees. These should be fairly high in head and so 
spaced that the shade cast by them does not completely 
cover the area but passes across the beds, giving all 
plants a period of entire sunlight. The trees used as 
shade of course are harmful in that they steal food and 
moisture from the supplies given the rhododendrons. 

Prepared by Ben Morrison when attached to the Office of 
Horticulture and published when he was a Senior Horticulturist in the 

Office of Foreign Plant Introduction at the Bureau of Plant Industry. 

Reprinted from Circular No. 68, United States Department of 
Agriculture, Washington. D C , June 1929. pp. 1-7. 

"Azalea Classics" are articles published in the past which THE 

AZALEAN staff deems worthy of being brought to the attention of 

today's azalea enthusiasts. 

ASA NEWS AND VIEWS 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 

Efforts carried out by Chapters in support of the 
Society as a whole are substantial, and naturally are 
essential. Hosting of an ASA Convention is an outstand-
ing example of such, but there are a host of others. 
However, I wish to call attention to another arena. 

Although it may not be apparent to the membership in 
general, there is a body of volunteers behind the scenes 
without which the Azalea Society of American could not 
exist. Included are varied participants: Membership 
Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary, Board Chairman, 
assistants who handle various segments of Society cor-
respondence, the Editor of THE AZALEAN and his 
direct supporters, stuffers and sealers of mass mailings. 
and the mass mail packager /handler. Further, board 
members, committees, and interested members with or 
without specific status or assignment carry out tasks 
and actions to the benefit of the Society and its mem-
bership. Workloads are heavy on some individuals; and 
collectively, these workers carry a load that, averages 
many hundreds of hours each month. 

Members who, for whatever reason, have no direct 
part in this effort may assist in seemingly small but 
significant ways: 

A prime example: If each and every one could 
remember to renew membership by the first of January, 
when the Society year really begins, the task of up-
dating membership records and mailing label sets 
would be greatly eased (and our first class mailing costs 
cut as well). 

Another: Most members who are changing addresses 
or who find an address error that somehow has crept 
into National records are being helpful in sending notifi-
cation. But an even better response in that area is 
needed. The U.S. Postal Service is not obligated to 
forward a mass-mailed item, and each mis-mailing 
generates added work and concern (plus first class 
mailing costs). 

Your support of ASA in these and other small ways 
will both increase efficiency of the effort at the National 
level and improve ASA's service to you. 

At the same time, I would encourage each member to 
pass along information about the Society. We would 
welcome additional work that comes from growth of the 
organization. If in need of a few brochures for that pur-
pose, a request addressed to your chapter, or to our 
Post Office box, will bring them, 

Ryon Page, President 

9TH A.S.A. CONVENTION 

The Northwest Chapter of the Azalea Society of 
America will host the 1987 A.S.A. National Convention 
in Eugene, Oregon on April 27, 28 and 29. An unusual 
and informative program is planned for those interested 
in the azalea world. Fabulous garden visitations in 
Western Oregon from Portland to Eugene will highlight 
your itinerary. The A.S.A. convention will precede the 
1987 American Rhododendron Society National Con-
vention (April 30-May 3) with both headquartered at 
Valley River Inn in Eugene. We suggest you plan a week 
in Oregon attending these two conventions which plan 
to display some of the newest and best azaleas and 
rhododendrons grown in the Pacific Northwest. 

Schedule of Activities 

Monday, April 26 
7:30 P.M. Welcoming get-together at Nendel's Motel 
near Portland airport. 

Tuesday. April 27 
8:00 A.M. Early start for Bus Tours to gardens in 
Portland area—Stubbs Shrubs, West Linn; Arneson's, 
Canby; Cecil Smith garden near Sherwood. Box 
lunch will be provided. 

Arrive in Eugene in afternoon at Valley River Inn. 
Dinner on your own. 
8:00 F.M. Program on Greenwood Hybrids and plant 
sale. 
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Wednesday, April 28 
8:00 A.M. Early start for Bus Tour to Philomath-
Corvallis area and visitation to Helen Shroyer 
garden and extensive Haas Nursery. Box lunch will 
be provided. 
3:00 P.M. Arrive back in Eugene. National Board 
Meeting at 4:00 P.M. 
6:30 P.M. No-host Bar & Social hour 
7:30 P.M. Dinner, Convention address, plant auction 
and final plant sales 

Thursday, April 29 
Buses depart for Portland Airport. Visitation to 
Eugene's Hendricks Park & various gardens & nur-
series in the area. Registration to A.R.S. Convention 
if desired. 

Further information will be sent to you early in the 
year, but if you want more explicit information contact: 
Otto Henrickson, Chairman 1987 A.S.A. Convention, 
32316 Wilson Creek Rd., Cottage Grove, OR 97424 

Pauline Acaiturri, 
Publicity Chairman 
Northwest Chapter 

Dear Members, 
In making preparations for the 1987 Ninth Annual 

National Meeting of the Azalea Society of America to be 
held on April 27, 28, and 29, I am impressed with the 
obvious enthusiasm of the various members of the 
committee responsible for the success of the venture. 
Those of you who will be converging on the Northwest 
Chapter will note that the eagerness is being reflected 
in the action-packed programs and tours that we have 
projected for these three days. 

The process of compressing the features of our origi-
nally planned programs into three days left us with deci-
sions regarding which functions must be omitted. I 
believe that we now have reached a good balance in our 
total program. Planned tours of nurseries and gardens 
are designed to maximize the exposure of attending 
members to the various methods used by owners to 
grow and utilize azaleas in our area for best result and 
maximum effect. The meetings will reflect our hopes 
that new perspectives and appreciation for azaleas will 
awaken. 

One of the few apprehensions that I have regarding 
this meeting relates to attendance. Because of this 
concern, I am requesting that members who reside in 
places distant from here, particularly the Eastern states, 
to resist the first reaction that the Northwest is too far 
away and out of reach. Please, mark the dates on your 
calendar, give the feasibility a fair revue, and do some 
planning with fellow members. Decide to come. 

Then—plan to extend your stay. The American Rho-
dodendron Society will conduct their national convention 
during the balance of the week. We are only a few hours 
away from Seattle and the Puget Sound area. The  

rugged coastline is even closer. Many other attractions 
in our prime azalea growing area are here to enjoy. 

Our efforts are directed towards making this meeting 
an enjoyable and pleasant experience for all attending. 
Our attention to each of you as individuals will be sin-
cere and our friendly hospitality will make this meeting a 
memorable occasion worthy of reminiscence for years 
to come. 

We consider hosting the national meeting to be a 
special privilege. As chairman of the planning commit-
tee, I am here to answer your questions and dispense 
information. Please call me if the need arises. My phone 
is (503) 942-0379, 

Sincerely, 
Otto E. Henrickson, Planning Committee Chairman 
Northwest Chapter 

SOCIETY AND CHAPTER NEWS 

BEN MORRISON CHAPTER 

Each year, for the past seven or eight years, members 
of the Ben Morrison Chapter have gathered for a cutting 
picnic in July. At this gathering, following a business 
meeting and a pot-luck picnic lunch, members and 
guests who have come prepared with pruners, labels, 
and plastic bags are permitted to take azalea cuttings at 
their leisure. We have been fortunate enough to have 
been invited to the garden and home of George and Sue 
Switzer in Calvert County, Maryland, for this event. 

Many of us have been able to greatly expand our 
collections of azaleas thanks to the generosity of Sue 
and George in granting us access to their extensive 
azalea garden. 

DELMARVA CHAPTER 

Polly (Mrs. Julian) Hill was awarded Honorary Mem-
bershi p in the Azalea Society of America at the October 
11 meeting of the Chapter where she addressed the 
members on azaleas and companion plants at Barnard's 
Inn Farm. Polly also received the DelMarVa Chapter 
1986 Award of Appreciation and congratulatory letters 
from President Ronald Reagan, U.S. Senator William V. 
Roth, Jr., and Michael N. Castle, Governor of the State of 
Delaware. 

U.S. NATIONAL ARBORETUM PLANT GUIDE 

Officials at the U.S. National Arboretum in Washington. 
DC are midway through the first phase of a massive 
five-year program that will standardize plant names and 
update plant hardiness and information. 

The program will include the use of up to 60,000 
volunteers, who will catalogue and monitor plants 
throughout North America. The first part of the program 
will involve trees, shrubs and ground covers. A similar 
program involving annuals, perennials and herbs may 
be undertaken later. 
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Dr. Marc Cathey, director of the arboretum, is coor-
dinating the work. 

Cathey said Sept. 11 that so far about 5,000 people 
had volunteered to be plant observers. Observers will 
record the location and performance of at least 2,200 
plants, and the information will be used to prepare an 
authoritiative Plant Performance Guide. It will update 
existing hardiness guides, some of which are 25 years 
old. 

Cathey estimates that at least 10,000 observations 
per plant will be needed to accurately assess the plant's 
performance range. 

Advanced computers are being used to assist in the 
project and will be used to provide updates once the 
performance guide is completed. 

information is available from the arboretum at 3501 
New York Ave., N.E, Washington, DC 20002, (202) 
475-4829. 

From the September 22. 1986 issue of the Market Letter published 
by Florists' Review. 

AZALEAS FOR MAIL-ORDER SALES 

Oregon State University horticulturist Bob Ticknor 
has found several potted azalea varieties he believes 
may be suitable for mail order sales, according to a 
recent story in Oregon's Agricultural Progress. Such 
azaleas have been sought after by mail-order companies, 
but excessive leaf drop following shipping has always 
been a prohibiting factor. 

One mail-order company, Harry and David, searched 
for a solution then gave up and turned the matter over to 
Ticknor. So far, he's found 6 or 7 pink and red varieties, 
including `Helmut Vogel,' Misslon Bells,' Roadrunner' 
and 'Inga.' 

Ticknor believes the plants can offer a new gift option 
for most major holidays and will appeal especially to 
consumers in areas without nearby florists. Oregon 
growers produce about 2 million florist azaleas a year. 

From the September 8, 1986 issue of the MarketLetter published by 
Florists' Review. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Ben Morrison Chapter 

David F. Cohn 
8233 Fairwood Drive 
Pasadena, MD 21122 

Brookside Gardens Chapter 

Dennis L. Helfrick 
Tuscarora Nursery 
811 Guilford Ave. 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Max E. Byrki1, M.D. 
28 W. Potomac St. 
Williamsport. MD 21 795-1 092 

Sylvia E. Wide 
901 2 Sudbury Road 
Silver Spring, MD 22901 

Del MarVa Chapter 

Patricia Loftus 
826 Kings Highway 
Lewes. DE 19958 

Yvonne Freck 

RD 2 Box 109 

Milton, DE 19968 

Nancy Lee Baumstark 
Margaret Lee Dunton 
807 Scarborough Ave 
Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

Louisiana Chapter 

Lloyd Cotton 
2313 Washington 

Franklinton, LA 70438 

Northern Virgini a Chapter 

William Poesc h 
12213 Folkstone Dr. 
Herndon. VA 22071 

Dr. Wm. R. Hancuff 
t 2509 Kings Lake Dr. 

Reston, VA 22091 

James & Jan Baggette 
8004 Lake Drive 

Manassas, VA 22111 

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Zimmerman 
Rt. 5 Box 2070 

Spotsylvania. VA 22533 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Knerr 
10609 Vickers Dr. 

Vienna. VA 23180 

Richmond Virginia Chapter 

H. E. Hottinger 
Rt. 2 Box 316 
Louisa, VA 23093-9421 

Yards by Donna 

Donna T. Rudd 
7110 Carriage Pines Dr 

Richmond, VA 23225 

Herbert H & Nancy L. Hargroves 
8 Westham Parkway 
Richmond, VA 23229 

Adele B. Mills 
Rt. 2 Box 1083 
Richmond, VA 23233 

Sheppard W. Smith 
10600 Genito Road 
Chesterfield, VA 23832 

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Batson 
307 Lloyd Street 
Greenville, S.0 29601 

Mr and Mrs. David Borenstein 
14 Brookdale Avenue 
Greenville, S C. 29607 

Robert Gartrell Chapter 

Sleepy Grove Nursery 
Susan Martinelli 
RD 2 Box 262 

Pittstown, N.J. 08867 

No Chapter Affiliation 

John Plouse 
RD 2 Box 4 

Hummelstown, PA 17036 

Emerson M Sutton 
1156 Bolling Ave 

Norfolk, VA 23508 

J. Mark Safrit 
2823 Bamfield Rd. 

Concord, NC 28025 

Mr, Jefferson R. Collier 
2652 N. Marine Blvd. 
Jacksonville, NC 28540 

F. Kelly Strickland 
7031 Spencer Drive 

Tallahassee, FL 32312 

Kenneth M. Rogers 

163 Woodfield Drive 
Auburn, AL 36830 

Carter Hutchins 

6539 Pidgeon Hell 
Memphis. TN 38119 

Walnut Branch Nursery 
Robert F. Carroll 
24810 Brautigam 

Magnolia, TX 77355 
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